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As	many	of	you	know	we	use	the	scripture	readings	every	week	from	the	
lectionary	of	the	“Book	of	Common	Prayer”.	I	like	to	do	that	for	two	reasons:	
First	I	don’t	need	to	try	and	=igure	out	what	scriptures	to	preach	from	because	
they	are	already	there.	I	have	the	freedom	to	deviate	from	them	if	I	feel	the	
need,	which	was	evidenced	by	the	sermon	series	I	recently	did	on	the	Sermon	
on	the	Mount	from	Matthew	5.	Secondly,	I	love	to	=ind	the	common	theme	
between	the	various	sections	of	the	Bible	thereby	demonstrating	the	unity	
found	in	Scripture.	Usually	when	we	have	a	passage	such	as	our	gospel	reading	
this	morning	that	is	so	long,	I	try	to	pare	it	down	to	a	much	smaller	reading,	
for	your	sake	and	the	reader.		However,	this	week	I	decided	to	read	the	entire	
gospel	reading	prescribed	because	with	the	message	that	God	has	laid	on	my	
heart	the	whole	story	is	important.

I	want	to	start	by	letting	you	know	the	direction	that	I	will	be	heading	this	
morning	and	the	two	points	that	I	want	us	to	glean	from	these	passages.	The	
=irst	is	that	we	must	be	those	who	spend	time	with	the	Lord	in	his	word,	in	
prayer	and	with	his	people	so	that	we	will	be	able	to	recognize	the	truth	of	
God	and	the	deceptive	lies	of	the	enemy.	Secondly,	we	are	called	to	be	those	
who	speak	the	truth	of	God	in	love	but	with	boldness,	no	matter	the	cost.																																																																	
I	have	always	loved	the	movie	“The	Princess	Bride”	and	one	of	my	favorite	
characters	is	“Miracle	Max”	played	by	Billy	Crystal.	The	hero	of	the	story	has	
been	captured	by	the	villain	who	has	him	attached	to	a	machine	that	sucks	the	
life	out	of	him.	He	is	rescued	by	his	friends	who	suspect	that	he	is	dead	but	
they	decide	to	take	him	to	“Miracle	Max”	to	see	if	there	is	any	hope.	Max	
examines	the	hero	and	proclaims	that	“he	is	only	mostly	dead”	and	then	he	
proceeds	to	work	his	miracle	magic.	It	was	a	cute	scene	and	a	memorable	line	
but	when	this	same	attitude	is	applied	to	truth	it	becomes	a	serious	problem.	
For	something	to	be	“mostly	true”	means	that	there	is	an	element	that	is	
untrue	or	frankly,	a	lie.	It	is	often	the	untrue	part	that	infects	the	message	of	
the	true	part.	A	friend	of	mine	likes	to	use	the	example	of	baking	a	batch	of	
brownies	and	putting	in	just	a	tiny	bit	of	dog	droppings.	It’s	only	a	little	bit	but	
you	still	wouldn’t	want	to	eat	it.



Let’s	now	turn	to	our	Old	Testament	passage	from	1	Samuel	16	and	read	
verses	4–7,	

Samuel	did	what	the	Lord	commanded	and	came	to	Bethlehem.	The	elders	
of	the	city	came	to	meet	him	trembling	and	said,	“Do	you	come	

peaceably?”	⁵	And	he	said,	“Peaceably;	I	have	come	to	sacriJice	to	
the	Lord.	Consecrate	yourselves,	and	come	with	me	to	the	sacriJice.”	And	he	

consecrated	Jesse	and	his	sons	and	invited	them	to	the	sacriJice.	⁶	When	
they	came,	he	looked	on	Eliab	and	thought,	“Surely	the	Lord's	anointed	is	

before	him.”	⁷	But	the	Lord	said	to	Samuel,	“Do	not	look	on	his	appearance	
or	on	the	height	of	his	stature,	because	I	have	rejected	him.	For	
the	Lord	sees	not	as	man	sees:	man	looks	on	the	outward	appearance,	but	
the	Lord	looks	on	the	heart.

	One	of	the	reasons	that	the	elders	came	out	to	Samuel	trembling	was	because	
he	was	a	prophet	of	the	Lord	and	there	could	be	a	possibility	of	judgment	
being	pronounced	on	them.	In	1	Samuel	8	it	had	been	the	elders	who	
demanded	that	Samuel	appoint	them	a	king.	Samuel	pointed	out	to	them	that	
God	was	their	King	but	they	insisted	that	they	wanted	a	human	king	to	lead	
them	so	that	they	could	be	like	other	nations.	God	instructs	Samuel	to	appoint	
them	a	king	and	in	verses	7–9	God	answers	Samuel,	

And	the	Lord	said	to	Samuel,	“Obey	the	voice	of	the	people	in	all	that	they	
say	to	you,	for	they	have	not	rejected	you,	but	they	have	rejected	me	from	

being	king	over	them.	⁸	According	to	all	the	deeds	that	they	have	done,	
from	the	day	I	brought	them	up	out	of	Egypt	even	to	this	day,	forsaking	me	

and	serving	other	gods,	so	they	are	also	doing	to	you.⁹	Now	then,	obey	
their	voice;	only	you	shall	solemnly	warn	them	and	show	them	the	ways	of	
the	king	who	shall	reign	over	them.

Samuel	appointed	Saul	who	proved	to	be	a	mighty	warrior	but	unwilling	to	
obey	the	commands	of	God	and	so	he	was	rejected	by	God.	So	in	chapter	16	
Samuel	has	come	to	=ind	the	king	that	God	had	chosen.	God	leads	Samuel	to	
Bethlehem	to	the	house	of	Jesse	where	he	will	=ind	God’s	choice	for	king	from	
among	his	sons.	When	the	elders	saw	Samuel	coming	they	may	have	been	



wondering	if	God	is	sending	the	prophet	to	punish	them	for	rejecting	him	as	
their	King	since	Saul	did	not	work	out.																																																																																																																																												
As	we	have	read	this	morning	Samuel	asks	Jesse	to	bring	out	all	his	sons	for	
him	to	consider.	Even	Samuel	assumes	that	God	will	anoint	Eliab,	the	oldest	
son	because	he	is	tall	and	strong	and	probably	had	a	kingly	bearing.	The	Lord	
rejects	him	because	he	didn’t	have	the	heart	that	he	is	looking	for.	None	of	the	
sons	of	Jesse	who	were	standing	before	Samuel	were	God’s	choice	and	it	ends	
up	that	God	anoints	David	the	youngest	son	who	had	been	out	tending	the	
sheep.	God	chooses	the	youngest	son	from	the	least	important	family	in	
Bethlehem	and	he	was	a	shepherd.	A	shepherd	was	the	lowliest	job	in	Israel	
and	they	had	the	least	respect	of	any	person	in	that	culture.	That’s	who	God	
wanted	and	he	told	Samuel	in	verse	12	and	13,

“…And	the	Lord	said,	“Arise,	anoint	him,	for	this	is	he.”	¹³	Then	Samuel	
took	the	horn	of	oil	and	anointed	him	in	the	midst	of	his	brothers.	And	the	
Spirit	of	the	Lord	rushed	upon	David	from	that	day	forward.	And	Samuel	
rose	up	and	went	to	Ramah.

David	would	not	only	be	king	of	Judah	and	Israel	but	from	his	throne	would	
come	the	eternal	throne	of	King	Jesus.	This	boy	would	never	have	been	the	
choice	of	the	men	of	Israel	because	he	didn’t	=it	their	estimation	of	what	a	king	
should	look	like.	He	was	only	a	boy	and	had	no	experience	in	warfare	or	
leadership.	Israel	had	shown	that	they	were	not	willing	to	trust	God	or	even	to	
seek	to	hear	from	him.	Their	craving	was	not	to	be	the	unique	children	of	God	
but	thought	it	better	to	be	like	other	nations.	They	believed	the	lie	that	they	
would	be	better	off	living	without	God	even	though	he	was	their	creator	and	
had	blessed	them	over	and	over.	

King	David,	God’s	choice	had	great	success	as	king	until	he	turned	away	from	
God	and	committed	some	very	grievous	sins.	However,	when	he	repented	God	
restored	him	as	king	but	he	never	gained	the	same	prominence	and	blessing	
that	he	once	had.	Even	though	he	struggled	to	be	faithful	he	found	that	God	

was	always	faithful.	It	was	David	who	wrote	the	23cd	Psalm	that	we	read	this	
morning.	He	acknowledged	that	God	his	Shepherd	led	him	to	places	of	
comfort,	blessing	and	rest	as	well	as	pointing	him	to	the	way	of	righteousness.	



He	also	knew	that	even	though	he	walked	into	the	valley	of	the	shadow	of	
death	that	God	was	with	him	there	as	well	and	even	then	protected	and	
provided	all	that	he	needed.	It	was	this	realization	that	comforted	David	and	
gave	him	the	hope	that	he	would	dwell	in	God’s	presence	forever.	In	Acts	
13:22–23	the	Apostle	Paul	in	speaking	of	King		David		to	the	crowds	in	a	
synagogue	in	Antioch,	

And	when	God	had	removed	Saul,	he	raised	up	David	to	be	their	king,	of	
whom	he	testiJied	and	said,	‘I	have	found	in	David	the	son	of	Jesse	a	man	

after	my	heart,	who	will	do	all	my	will.’	²³	Of	this	man's	offspring	God	has	
brought	to	Israel	a	Savior,	Jesus,	as	he	promised.

	God	had	chosen	the	least	important	person	in	Bethlehem	and	elevated	him	to	
the	highest	position	that	could	be	afforded	to	anyone.	The	Messiah	would	be	
called	the	Son	of	David.	David	had	believed	what	God	had	promised	in	spite	of	
the	circumstances	and	pressures	brought	by	those	around	him	and	he	even	
recovered	from	the	results	of	his	own	disobedience.	Even	though	he	at	times	
sinned	against	God	he	never	forgot	that	it	was	God	who	was	the	heavenly	King	
of	all	creation	and	all	the	kings	of	earth	should	bow	down	to	him.	When	God	is	
obeyed	amazing	things	happen	but	when	he	is	ignored	tragedy	ensues.

Let’s	brie=ly	turn	to	our	gospel	reading	from	John	chapter	9.	I	want	us	to	see	
the	central	point	that	John	is	making	in	this	story	and	why	he	placed	this	story	
where	he	did	in	his	gospel	narrative.	The	ancient	writers	were	not	as	insistent	
on	placing	everything	in	chronological	order	but	often	told	the	stories	to	
convey	a	theme.	The	primary	theme	in	the	gospel	of	John	is	the	divinity	of	
Christ	who	is	the	only	hope	that	men	have	for	salvation.	From	the	beginning	in	
chapter	1	John	declares	that	Jesus	is	the	eternal	Word	and	that	he	was	“the	
light	that	shines	in	the	darkness,	but	the	darkness	has	not	understood	
it.”	(v.5).	In	verse	10–11	John	writes,	“He	was	in	the	world,	and	the	world	
was	made	through	him,	yet	the	world	did	not	know	him.	He	came	to	his	
own,	and	his	own	people	did	not	receive	him.”	In	the	=irst	6	chapters	John	
establishes	the	divinity	of	Jesus,	that	he	is	God	in	the	=lesh.	He	records	many	
amazing	miracles	and	teachings	that	cause	the	crowds	to	follow	him	in	
amazement	at	his	power	and	authority.	The	religious	leaders	were	starting	to	
be	very	concerned	because	this	man	was	leading	the	people	away	from	them	



and	was	claiming	that	he	was	not	only	from	God	but	was	in	fact	God	in	the	
=lesh.	In	chapter	6–7	Jesus’	teaching	not	only	offended	the	religious	leaders	but	
also	many	who	had	up	to	that	time	had	followed	him.	

In	chapter	8	Jesus	declares,	“I	am	the	light	of	the	world.	Whoever	follows	me	
will	not	walk	in	darkness,	but	will	have	the	light	of	life.”	This	begins	a	
heated	discussion	between	Jesus	and	the	Pharisees	about	whether	or	not	Jesus	
was	delusional	or	telling	the	truth.	Jesus	declared	to	those	who	believed	that	
he	was	telling	the	truth	as	to	who	he	was	in	8:31–32,	“So	Jesus	said	to	the	
Jews	who	had	believed	him,	“If	you	abide	in	my	word,	you	are	truly	my	

disciples,	³²	and	you	will	know	the	truth,	and	the	truth	will	set	you	
free.”	The	Pharisees	then	accuse	Jesus	of	being	from	the	devil	but	he	replied	
that	they	were	unable	to	understand	and	believe	what	he	was	saying	because,

You	are	of	your	father	the	devil,	and	your	will	is	to	do	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	and	does	not	stand	in	the	
truth,	because	there	is	no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	out	of	his	

own	character,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	father	of	lies.	⁴⁵	But	because	I	tell	
the	truth,	you	do	not	believe	me.

You	get	the	picture.	Jesus	was	becoming	bold	in	his	declaration	as	to	his	
identity	while	at	the	same	time	exposing	the	religious	leaders	as	liars	and	
those	who	follow	after	the	devil	instead	of	following	the	God	that	they	claim	to	
serve.	There	was	no	messing	around	here	because	too	much	is	at	stake.	In	
chapter	9	Jesus	makes	a	very	bold	move	in	declaring	his	authority	and	
showing	that	he	is	indeed	the	light	that	shines	in	the	darkness.	What	better	
way	to	reveal	that	than	by	healing	a	man	who	has	been	blind	from	birth?	Up	to	
this	point	in	the	gospel	John	has	shown	Jesus’	authority	over	sickness,	nature	
and	the	weather	and	has	shown	his	compassion	for	those	who	are	outcasts-	
the	woman	at	the	well	in	Samaria	and	the	woman	caught	in	adultery.	He	has	
declared	himself	the	Son	of	God	and	the	only	way	to	the	Father	much	to	the	
horror	and	distain	of	the	Jewish	religious	leaders.	Now	the	theme	is	shifting	to	
how	Jesus	is	breaking	away	from	the	in=luence	of	the	Jewish	authorities	and	in	
calling	his	disciples	to	follow	him	they	will	have	to	turn	away	from	the	easy	
and	familiar	in	order	to	follow	Jesus	who	is	truth	and	light.



Everything	in	this	story	is	encouraging	the	reader	to	understand	that	Jesus	
had	come	to	reveal	the	love	and	will	of	the	Father	and	to	show	that	he	was	
indeed	the	Son	of	God.	In	the	beginning	of	the	story	the	disciples	upon	seeing	
the	man	born	blind	attempt	to	turn	this	into	a	theological	discussion	by	asking	
whose	sin	caused	this	man	to	be	born	blind.	Jesus	points	out	that	this	suffering	
was	so	that	God	could	display	his	glory.	John	was	revealing	that	suffering	as	a	
way	to	glorify	God	was	to	be	a	common	theme	for	believers	as	it	had	been	in	
the	lives	of	their	forefathers.	Think	of	Job,	Ruth	and	Naomi	or	the	prophets	
who	all	suffered	in	their	faithfulness	to	God.

There	were	at	least	two	ways	that	God	would	receive	the	glory	from	the	blind	
man’s	healing	and	the	=irst	was	in	the	method	that	Jesus	used	to	heal	the	man.	
Jesus	could	have	merely	spoken	to	the	man	and	his	sight	would	have	been	
instantly	restored	but	he	chose	a	more	personal	way.	After	making	mud	with	
his	saliva	Jesus	places	it	on	the	man’s	eyes	and	speaks	to	him	personally.	Jesus	
was	engaging	his	remaining	senses	giving	the	man	a	sense	of	his	involvement	
in	his	healing.	He	then	gave	the	man	instructions	as	to	what	he	should	do	next	
and	this	gave	him	the	opportunity	to	trust	Jesus	and	go	and	wash	in	the	pool	of	
Siloam.	The	man	did	as	Jesus	had	told	him	and	came	back	able	to	see	for	the	
=irst	time	in	his	life.

Jesus	had	demonstrated	that	God	was	far	more	personal	than	the	religious	
leaders	of	Judaism.	All	those	who	had	known	him	were	amazed	to	the	point	of	
doubting	as	to	whether	or	not	this	was	actually	the	same	man	or	just	looked	
like	him.	The	Pharisees	could	not	get	past	the	fact	that	Jesus	had	performed	
this	miracle	on	the	Sabbath	thereby	breaking	their	tradition.	The	people	
however	recognized	that	this	most	certainly	should	be	seen	as	the	work	and	
mercy	of	God	for	whoever	heard	of	anyone	being	born	blind	and	receiving	his	
sight.

A	real	turning	point	in	the	story	is	when	the	Pharisees	bring	the	formally	blind	
man	back	to	interview	him	for	the	second	time.	Let’s	read	John	9:24–28,

So	for	the	second	time	they	called	the	man	who	had	been	blind	and	said	to	

him,	“Give	glory	to	God.	We	know	that	this	man	is	a	sinner.”	²⁵	He	
answered,	“Whether	he	is	a	sinner	I	do	not	know.	One	thing	I	do	know,	that	



though	I	was	blind,	now	I	see.”	²⁶	They	said	to	him,	“What	did	he	do	to	you?	

How	did	he	open	your	eyes?”	²⁷	He	answered	them,	“I	have	told	you	
already,	and	you	would	not	listen.	Why	do	you	want	to	hear	it	again?	Do	

you	also	want	to	become	his	disciples?”	²⁸	And	they	reviled	him,	saying,	
“You	are	his	disciple,	but	we	are	disciples	of	Moses.

The	man’s	testimony	as	to	the	character	of	Jesus	shows	us	the	second	way	that	
God	received	the	glory	from	this	encounter.	You	will	notice	that	the	man	
resists	the	continued	badgering	of	the	Pharisees	and	asks	them,	“Do	you	also	

want	to	become	his	disciples?	And	they	reviled	him,	saying,	“You	are	his	
disciple,	but	we	are	disciples	of	Moses.”		Whether	or	not	he	knew	the	full	
implication	of	what	he	was	saying	to	them	when	he	asked	if	they	wanted	to	be	
disciples	of	Jesus	too,	the	Pharisees	seemed	to	understand	that	this	meant	that	
the	man	was	now	a	disciple	of	Jesus.	His	further	comment	seals	this	in	their	
minds	and	they	throw	him	out	of	the	temple	and	the	Jewish	religious	
community.	Look	at	9:30–34,

The	man	answered,	“Why,	this	is	an	amazing	thing!	You	do	not	know	

where	he	comes	from,	and	yet	he	opened	my	eyes.	³¹	We	know	that	God	
does	not	listen	to	sinners,	but	if	anyone	is	a	worshiper	of	God	and	does	his	

will,	God	listens	to	him.	³²	Never	since	the	world	began	has	it	been	heard	

that	anyone	opened	the	eyes	of	a	man	born	blind.	³³	If	this	man	were	not	

from	God,	he	could	do	nothing.”	³⁴	They	answered	him,	“You	were	born	in	
utter	sin,	and	would	you	teach	us?”	And	they	cast	him	out.

To	be	thrown	out	of	the	religious	was	to	be	excommunicated	from	the	cultural	
center	of	Judaism,	the	very	thing	that	his	parents	had	tried	to	avoid.	I	love	
what	happens	next	and	this	is	so	important	for	our	consideration	this	
morning.	Let’s	read	verses	35–39,

Jesus	heard	that	they	had	cast	him	out,	and	having	found	him	he	said,	“Do	

you	believe	in	the	Son	of	Man?”	³⁶	He	answered,	“And	who	is	he,	sir,	that	I	



may	believe	in	him?”	³⁷	Jesus	said	to	him,	“You	have	seen	him,	and	it	is	he	

who	is	speaking	to	you.”	³⁸	He	said,	“Lord,	I	believe,”	and	he	worshiped	

him.	³⁹	Jesus	said,	“For	judgment	I	came	into	this	world,	that	those	who	do	
not	see	may	see,	and	those	who	see	may	become	blind.

Jesus	is	forming	a	new	community	apart	from	the	institutions	of	Judaism,	with	
himself	as	the	central	focus	and	teacher.	This	story	is	used	to	point	us	the	fact	
that	with	Jesus	there	would	be	a	sharp	divide	between	those	who	would	
follow	him	and	those	who	would	oppose	him.	The	man	who	received	his	sight	
not	only	could	see	with	his	physical	eyes	but	for	the	=irst	also	saw	God’s	glory	
standing	before	him	in	the	presence	of	his	Son.	Later	on	in	chapter	10	Jesus	
again	draws	the	contrast	between	himself	as	the	Good	Shepherd	as	opposed	to	
the	evil	shepherds	who	had	gained	power	in	Jerusalem.	In	a	dramatic	
confrontation	at	the	end	of	chapter	10	Jesus	declares	that	the	Jewish	
opponents	are	not	members	of	his	=lock.	He	declares	that	anyone	who	wants	to	
know	the	Father	will	only	see	him	through	the	Son.	Finally	this	leads	us	to	our	
Epistle	reading	from	Ephesians	5:8–14,

	…for	at	one	time	you	were	darkness,	but	now	you	are	light	in	the	

Lord.	Walk	as	children	of	light	⁹	(for	the	fruit	of	light	is	found	in	all	that	is	

good	and	right	and	true),	¹⁰	and	try	to	discern	what	is	pleasing	to	the	

Lord.¹¹	Take	no	part	in	the	unfruitful	works	of	darkness,	but	

instead	expose	them.	¹²	For	it	is	shameful	even	to	speak	of	the	things	that	

they	do	in	secret.	¹³	But	when	anything	is	exposed	by	the	light,	it	becomes	

visible,¹⁴	for	anything	that	becomes	visible	is	light.	Therefore	it	says,	
“Awake,	O	sleeper,	and	arise	from	the	dead,	and	Christ	will	shine	on	you.”

	As	in	our	Old	Testament	and	Gospel	readings	our	Epistle	reading	has	the	same	
focus.	Once	we	turn	and	follow	the	will	of	God	we	are	not	merely	to	turn	away	
from	participating	in	deeds	of	darkness	but	we	are	to	shine	the	light	of	Christ	
and	his	word	to	expose	the	darkness	of	the	lies	supported	by	those	who	reject	
Jesus	as	Lord.	This	is	actually	a	subject	that	we	could	spend	many	sermons	on	



and	as	a	matter	of	fact	Jeff	Cerar	is	teaching	a	class	entitled	Christianity	and	
Culture	that	deals	with	exposing	the	lies	of	our	culture	with	the	word	of	God.	
When	those	who	hate	Christianity	seek	to	undermine	or	eradicate	the	
in=luence	of	it	that	is	one	thing.	You	can	see	what	they	are	attempting	and	pray	
against	it	and	bring	the	power	of	the	gospel	to	bear	upon	it.

However,	an	even	more	insidious	and	cunning	tactic	of	the	enemy	is	when	
people	write	or	speak	things	that	sound	Christian	but	actually	are	built	upon	
the	lies	of	our	enemy	and	seek	to	undermine	the	faith	of	those	who	are	not	
=irmly	grounded	in	God’s	word.	One	of	the	more	dangerous	of	these	today	is	
the	book	and	the	movie,	“The	Shack”	by	William	P.	Young.	It	has	captured	the	
hearts	and	minds	of	millions	around	the	world	with	over	20	million	copies	
sold.	I	have	read	the	book	twice,	once	as	a	novel	and	the	second	time	for	
theological	accuracy.	The	story	is	very	touching	and	I	confess	it	brought	me	to	
tears	in	places	but	the	fact	remains	that	what	it	teaches	about	God	is	not	the	
God	that	of	scripture.	Young	has	written	another	book	to	explain	the	theology	
behind	The	Shack,	and	it	is	entitled	Lies	We	Believe	About	God.	Young	is	a	
professing	Universalist	who	believes	that	all	people	will	be	saved	with	or	
without	Jesus	Christ.	The	example	of	the	Trinity	in	The	Shack	is	explained	in	
the	second	book.	Here	is	a	quote	from	an	interview	with	Young	about	Lies	We	
Believe	About	God,	

	“So	what	is	the	Good	News?	What	is	the	Gospel?

The	Good	News	is	not	that	Jesus	has	opened	up	the	possibility	of	salvation	
and	you	have	been	invited	to	receive	Jesus	into	your	life.	The	Gospel	is	that	
Jesus	has	already	included	you	into	His	life,	into	His	relationship	with	God	
the	Father,	and	into	His	anointing	in	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	Good	News	is	that	
Jesus	did	this	without	your	vote,	and	whether	you	believe	it	or	not	won’t	
make	it	any	less	or	more	true.

What	or	who	saves	me?	Either	God	did	in	Jesus,	or	I	save	myself.	If,	in	any	
way,	I	participate	in	the	completed	act	of	salvation	accomplished	in	Jesus,	
then	my	part	is	what	actually	saves	me.	Saving	faith	is	not	our	faith,	but	
the	faith	of	Jesus.

God	does	not	wait	for	my	choice	and	then	“save	me.”	God	has	acted	



decisively	and	universally	for	all	humankind.	Now	our	daily	choice	is	to	
either	grow	and	participate	in	that	reality	or	continue	to	live	in	the	
blindness	of	our	own	independence.

Are	you	suggesting	that	everyone	is	saved?	That	you	believe	in	universal	
salvation?

That	is	exactly	what	I	am	saying.		Here’s	the	truth:	every	person	who	has	
ever	been	conceived	was	included	in	the	death,	burial,	resurrection,	and	
ascension	of	Jesus.	When	Jesus	was	lifted	up,	God	“dragged”	all	human	
beings	to	Himself	(John	12–32).	Jesus	is	the	Savior	of	all	humankind,	
especially	believers	(1	Timothy	4:10).	Further,	every	single	human	being	is	
in	Christ	(John	1:3),	and	Christ	is	in	them,	and	Christ	is	in	the	Father	(John	
14:20).	When	Christ—the	Creator	in	whom	the	cosmos	was	created—died,	
we	all	died.	When	Christ	rose,	we	rose	(2	Corinthians	5).

Young	leaves	no	doubt	that	he	espouses	universalism.	To	further	his	
argument,	he	includes	an	appendix	on	the	matter.”	

I	have	printed	copies	of	excellent	reviews	by	Christian	leaders	on	The	Shack	
and	Lies	We	Believe	About	God.		We	must	be	students	of	the	Word	and	living	in	
the	power	of	God’s	Holy	Spirit	or	we	will	be	easily	mislead	by	warm	and	
touching	books	claiming	to	be	the	truth	about	God.	We	must	shine	the	light	of	
Christ	on	these	things	thereby	exposing	the	darkness.	If	we	don’t	then	we	have	
allowed	the	enemy	to	once	again	disparage	the	name	of	Christ	and	that	is	
unacceptable.	In	the	Name	of	the	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Spirit.	

Amen!
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