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Sermon	
Fifth	Sunday	After	Pentecost	

The	Rev.	Mike	Moffitt,	June	19,	2016	

What	Were	You	Thinking?	

Text:	Galatians	3:1–14	

Approximately	41	years	ago	I	worked	for	a	mobile	home	company	owned	by	a	
friend’s	father.	My	friend	had	gone	on	a	cross	country	motorcycle	trip	and	had	
left	me	in	charge	of	his	brand	new	bright	red	Chevrolet	cargo	van.	I	had	used	it	to	
carry	some	equipment	back	to	the	mobile	home	supply	warehouse	that	I	
managed	and	a	gas	can	that	I	was	carrying	had	leaked	a	little	bit	onto	a	carpet	
scrap	in	the	back	of	the	van.	I	thought	it	was	only	a	drop	or	two	and	I	didn’t	want	
the	smell	of	gasoline	in	the	van	so	I	decided	to	take	my	lighter	and	just	light	the	
little	spot	to	burn	up	the	gasoline	residue.	I	completely	underestimated	the	
amount	that	had	spilled	and	as	I	got	ready	to	light	it	I	heard	my	wife,	Teresa	call	
out	“what	are	you	doing?	Don’t	do	that!”	I	smiled	at	her	knowingly	and	lit	the	
carpet.	Well,	you	probably	know	that	gasoline	is	very	flammable	and	that	carpet	
burst	into	flames	filling	the	entire	inside	of	the	brand	new	bright	red	van	with	
black	smoke	and	soot.	I	grabbed	a	fire	extinguisher	and	quickly	put	out	the	fire	
but	the	inside	of	that	van	was	a	black	awful	mess.	It	took	me	a	long	time	to	clean	
up	the	mess	and	frankly	it	never	really	was	perfect	again.	

We	are	at	week	4	of	a	6	week	series	on	the	Book	of	Galatians.	The	Galatians	had	
turned	away	from	the	gospel	that	Paul	had	taught	them	and	had	bought	into	the	
teachings	of	Judaizers	who	had	accused	Paul	of	not	really	being	an	apostle	and	
preaching	an	incomplete	gospel	message.	This	had	led	them	to	struggle	with	the	
basic	questions:	How	are	we	made	right	before	God?		What	is	our	standing	before	
Him?		Because	of	the	heretical	teaching	of	the	Judaizers,	they	answered	those	
questions	wrong.		They	had	turned	from	Paul’s	gospel	and	now	believed	"We	are	
made	right	before	God	based	on	what	Jesus	did	for	us,	plus	what	we	do	for	Him	
under	the	Law	of	Moses."		In	the	first	week	we	saw	how	Paul	had	gone	after	the	
false	teaching	and	the	question	of	his	apostolic	authority.		Then	in	the	second	
week	we	looked	at	Paul	writing	of	his	own	experiences	as	a	Pharisee	who	had	
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encountered	the	risen	savior	on	the	road	to	Damascus.	He	had	come	to	the	grace	
of	God	through	Jesus	by	faith	alone,	not	faith	plus	being	under	the	law.		In	week	
three	he	wrote	about	his	experience	of	confronting	the	apostle	Peter	when	out	of	
fear	of	the	Judaizers	had	also	turned	back	to	keeping	the	law	even	though	he	
knew	that	salvation	only	came	by	grace	alone	through	faith	alone.			

This	week	we	see	Paul	turning	back	to	addressing	the	seriousness	of	the	sin	that	
was	now	plaguing	the	churches	in	the	province	of	Galatia.	This	was	not	merely	a	
matter	of	poor	theology	but	the	difference	between	preaching	the	truth	and	
spreading	a	damnable	lie.	

“O	foolish	Galatians!	Who	has	bewitched	you?	It	was	before	your	eyes	
that	Jesus	Christ	was	publicly	portrayed	as	crucified.”	

I	love	the	paraphrase	of	Eugene	Peterson’s	“The	Message	on	this	verse:	

“You	crazy	Galatians!	Did	someone	put	a	hex	on	you?	Have	you	taken	
leave	of	your	senses?	Something	crazy	has	happened,	for	it’s	obvious	that	
you	no	longer	have	the	crucified	Jesus	in	clear	focus	in	your	lives.	His	
sacrifice	on	the	cross	was	certainly	set	before	you	clearly	enough.”	

The	Phillips	Translation	of	the	New	Testament	starts	verse	1	like	this:	“O	you	dear	
idiots	of	Galatia…”		It	has	the	same	intensity	that	Teresa	felt	as	she	cried	out	
“What	are	you	doing?	Don’t	do	that”,	right	before	I	set	my	friends	van	on	fire.	

Who	has	bewitched	you:	The	word	for	bewitched	is	Ba-ski-no		and	means	to	
bring	evil	on	someone	by	feigning	praise	or	an	evil	eye,	like	a	sorcerer	and	has	the	
idea	that	the	Galatians	are	under	some	type	of	spell.		Paul	probably	doesn't	mean	
this	literally,	but	their	thinking	is	so	clouded	and	so	unbiblical	that	it	seems	that	
some	kind	of	spell	has	been	cast	over	them.	I	like	the	translation	of	the	evil	eye	
because	it	shows	that	the	focus	of	the	Galatians	is	no	longer	on	Christ	but	has	
been	redirected	and	Paul	is	trying	to	wake	them	up	so	that	they	can	return	their	
gaze	and	affections	to	Christ	alone.	

Martin	Luther	loved	the	Book	of	Galatians	and	called	it	his	favorite	book	in	the	
Bible	because	it	opened	up	his	eyes	to	how	he	had	been	bewitched	and	was	
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following	a	theology	of	good	works.	He	had	turned	to	Galatians	and	God	had	
revealed	to	him	the	truth	of	salvation	by	grace	alone	through	faith	alone.	It	
changed	his	life	forever	and	set	him	free	from	the	burden	of	always	feeling	that	
he	had	not	done	quite	enough	to	please	God.	Everything	that	needed	to	be	done	
was	accomplished	on	the	cross	and	once	Luther	saw	the	truth	of	that	he	
embraced	it	fully.	Even	though	he	now	knew	the	truth	of	salvation	by	grace	
through	faith	he	understood	how	easy	it	was	for	Christians	to	take	their	eyes	off	
of	Jesus	and	place	it	back	on	religion.	He	wrote:			

"Although	I	am	a	doctor	of	divinity,	and	have	preached	Christ	and	fought	
His	battles	for	a	long	time,	I	know	from	personal	experience	how	difficult	it	
is	to	hold	fast	to	the	truth.		I	cannot	always	shake	off	Satan.		I	cannot	always	
apprehend	Christ	as	the	Scriptures	portray	Him.		Sometimes	the	devil	
distorts	Christ	to	my	vision.		But	thanks	be	to	God,	who	keeps	us	in	His	
Word,	in	faith,	and	in	prayer."	(Luther)	

	This	is	what	Paul	is	warning	the	Galatians	of	and	he	knows	the	danger	they	are	in.	

“Let	me	ask	you	only	this:	Did	you	receive	the	Holy	Spirit	by	works	of	the	
law	or	by	hearing	with	faith?	Are	you	so	foolish?	Having	begun	by	the	
Spirit,	are	you	now	being	perfected	by	the	flesh?”	

	Paul	is	once	again	pointing	out	the	absolute	foolishness	of	their	turning	from	
faith	to	the	law.	It	was	the	Holy	Spirit	who	revealed	their	need	for	forgiveness	and	
who	opened	up	their	eyes	of	the	unbelief	so	that	they	could	see	clearly	the	truth	
of	the	crucified	and	resurrected	Savior.	Paul	knew	that	when	their	focus	was	on	
Christ	then	they	could	see	him	for	who	he	really	is	but	when	they	took	their	eyes	
off	of	Jesus	then	the	enemy	diverted	their	focus	onto	to	things	that	seemed	
righteous	and	religious	but	didn’t	point	them	to	Jesus	but	to	the	outward	
observance	of	religion.	This	had	been	Paul’s	life	as	a	Pharisee	and	he	knew	that	it	
led	to	death.	

Last	week	we	saw	how	Peter	had	taken	his	eyes	off	of	Jesus	and	focused	on	the	
demands	of	the	Judaizers.	It	caused	him	to	turn	back	to	old	traditions	of	the	law	
and	away	from	the	ministry	of	Christ	through	faith.	This	was	the	same	Peter	that	
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we	read	about	in	Matthew	14.	The	disciples	are	in	a	boat	at	night	on	the	Sea	of	
Galilee	and	Jesus	comes	walking	on	the	water	towards	them.	The	disciples	cry	out	
thinking	that	it	is	a	ghost	but	Jesus	calms	them	by	revealing	that	it’s	him.	In	verse	
28	we	read,		

“And	Peter	answered	him,	“Lord,	if	it	is	you,	command	me	to	come	to	you	
on	the	water.”	29	He	said,	“Come.”	So	Peter	got	out	of	the	boat	and	walked	
on	the	water	and	came	to	Jesus.	30	But	when	he	saw	the	wind,	he	was	
afraid,	and	beginning	to	sink	he	cried	out,	“Lord,	save	me.”31	Jesus	
immediately	reached	out	his	hand	and	took	hold	of	him,	saying	to	him,	“O	
you	of	little	faith,	why	did	you	doubt?”	32	And	when	they	got	into	the	
boat,	the	wind	ceased.	33	And	those	in	the	boat	worshiped	him,	
saying,	“Truly	you	are	the	Son	of	God.”	

When	Peter	kept	his	focus	on	Jesus	he	was	walking	on	water	but	as	soon	as	he	
focused	on	the	wind	and	the	fact	that	he	really	shouldn’t	be	able	to	walk	on	water	
he	sunk	like	a	rock.	

In	our	gospel	reading	this	morning	from	Luke	9	we	see	an	example	of	the	same	
clarity	of	mind	and	heart	that	changed	everything	for	the	disciples.	

“Now	it	happened	that	as	he	was	praying	alone,	the	disciples	were	with	
him.	And	he	asked	them,	“Who	do	the	crowds	say	that	I	am?”	19	And	they	
answered,	“John	the	Baptist.	But	others	say,	Elijah,	and	others,	that	one	of	
the	prophets	of	old	has	risen.”	20	Then	he	said	to	them,	“But	who	do	you	
say	that	I	am?”	And	Peter	answered,	“The	Christ	of	God.”	

Here	Peter	confesses	that	he	now	understands	who	Jesus	really	is	and	this	
realization	caused	him	to	follow	Christ	the	rest	of	his	life	as	one	of	the	most	
prominent	apostles	but	we	saw	last	week	how	Paul	had	rebuked	him	for	turning	
away	back	to	the	law.	The	great	church	leader	and	theologian	Martin	Luther	had	
every	right	to	be	concerned	when	he	took	his	focus	off	of	Jesus	because	he	could	
see	the	examples	of	the	apostles	struggling	too	and	he	could	see	what	could	
happen.	
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Paul	is	asking	the	Galatians	to	remember	how	they	had	come	to	know	Christ	
through	the	witness	of	the	Spirit	and	how	the	Spirit	had	filled	them	with	
knowledge	and	the	joy	of	relationship	with	Jesus.	Did	they	really	think	that	
returning	back	to	the	works	of	the	flesh	for	justification	made	any	sense?		

Paul	was	trying	to	challenge	them	to	think	clearly	and	see	that	they	were	settling	
for	so	much	less	than	what	Jesus	had	offered	them	through	the	power	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	and	that	what	they	were	returning	to	would	take	them	in	the	opposite	
direction.	Proverbs	26:11	says,	“Like	a	dog	that	returns	to	his	vomit	is	a	fool	who	
repeats	his	folly.”	

Paul	knew	that	the	enemy	didn’t	want	the	Galatians	to	focus	on	Jesus	because	if	
they	did	the	Spirit	would	continue	to	deepen	their	understanding	of	who	Jesus	
really	is	and	give	them	a	continual	hunger	to	go	deeper	into	relationship	with	him.	
When	we	focus	on	Christ	and	allow	the	Holy	Spirit	to	teach	and	refine	us	then	we	
will	have	this	insatiable	desire	for	more	of	God’s	power,	joy	and	peace	and	it	will	
never	seem	like	we	have	enough.	To	really	know	Christ	in	depth	is	to	realize	that	
there	is	so	much	more	of	him	available	than	previously	realized	and	that	you	have	
only	scratched	the	surface.		

During	the	season	of	Easter	leading	up	to	Pentecost	we	talked	a	lot	about	the	
invitation	to	enter	into	a	relationship	with	the	Trinity	and	have	all	the	resources	of	
the	kingdom	of	Heaven	at	our	disposal.	A	Christian	who	has	come	alive	in	Christ	is	
the	last	thing	that	Satan	wants	and	he	will	make	it	his	business	to	fight	against	it.	
He	does	not	want	us	to	realize	the	power	and	the	authority	that	we	have	in	Jesus	
name.	Paul	sees	that	this	is	what	has	happened	to	the	church	in	Galatia	and	so	he	
has	come	to	fight	back	with	the	weapons	that	Jesus	had	given	him.	He	knew	the	
apostolic	authority	that	had	been	given	him	and	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
within	him	and	so	the	fight	was	on	for	the	souls	of	the	Galatians.	This	is	why	Paul	
could	tell	the	Galatians	to	stop	being	idiots	and	return	to	the	gospel	that	he	had	
preached	to	them.	To	illustrate	his	point	he	turns	to	the	perfect	example	of	faith	
in	the	Old	Testament,	Abraham.	

4”Did	you	suffer	so	many	things	in	vain—if	indeed	it	was	in	vain?	5	Does	he	
who	supplies	the	Spirit	to	you	and	works	miracles	among	you	do	so	by	
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works	of	the	law,	or	by	hearing	with	faith—	6	just	as	Abraham	“believed	
God,	and	it	was	counted	to	him	as	righteousness?”	

Abraham	was	the	father	of	the	Jews	and	the	person	that	God	first	established	
circumcision	as	a	covenant	sign	(Genesis	17:10).	Yet	even	this	much	revered	
patriarch	was	placed	in	a	right	relationship	with	God	by	faith	prior	to	his	
circumcision.	Paul	was	answering	the	charge	that	he	had	been	undermining	God’s	
covenant	with	Abraham	by	pointing	out	that	true	children	of	Abraham	seek	
salvation	by	faith	as	Abraham	did,	even	if	they	are	not	physically	a	descendant	of	
him.	In	Genesis	chapters	12–25	we	read	story	after	of	God	making	his	covenant	
promises	to	Abraham	and	each	time	Abraham	trusted	God	to	be	true	to	his	word	
and	followed	him	faithfully.	He	became	the	example	of	faith	to	all	those	who	
would	believe.	The	promises	were	made	to	Abraham	before	he	was	circumcised	
and	over	400	years	before	the	law	was	given	to	Moses	on	Mount	Sinai.		

7”	Know	then	that	it	is	those	of	faith	who	are	the	sons	of	Abraham.	8	And	
the	Scripture,	foreseeing	that	God	would	justify	the	Gentiles	by	faith,	
preached	the	gospel	beforehand	to	Abraham,	saying,	“In	you	shall	all	the	
nations	be	blessed.”	9	So	then,	those	who	are	of	faith	are	blessed	along	
with	Abraham,	the	man	of	faith.”	

Abraham	was	not	just	the	perfect	Old	Testament	example	of	faith	but	also	a	
wonderful	example	that	faith	in	God	produces	obedience	to	God’s	commands	not	
the	other	way	around.	From	the	time	that	God	first	approached	Abram	and	told	
him	to	pack	up	everything	he	owned	and	move	his	family,	servants	and	animals	to	
a	land	that	God	would	show	him,	we	see	Abram	choosing	to	follow	the	command	
of	God	faithfully.	Abraham	was	from	the	land	of	Ur	and	would	most	likely	have	
been	a	moon	worshipper,	but	Yahweh,	whom	Abram	would	have	been	unfamiliar	
with	did	something	that	the	moon	god	never	did,	he	spoke.	Even	though	Abram	
was	75	years	old	he	packed	up	everything	and	moved	toward	the	land	that	God	
pointed	him	to	because	faith	leads	to	obedience.	

Years	ago	I	heard	a	fairly	well	known	preacher	talk	about	the	power	of	faith	with	
obedience.	It	seems	that	he	had	heard	that	Young	Hoon	Lee,	senior	pastor	of	
South	Korea's	Yoido	Full	Gospel	Church,	an	Assemblies	of	God	church,	with	more	
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than	480,000	members	as	of	2015	was	coming	to	speak	in	Los	Angeles	on	church	
growth.	This	preacher	decided	that	he	needed	to	go	and	hear	this	great	preacher	
even	though	it	was	going	to	cost	a	great	deal	to	fly	out	to	LA,	stay	in	a	hotel	and	
attend	the	conference.	He	decided	that	it	would	be	a	sound	investment	because	
clearly	this	pastor	had	the	key	to	successfully	growing	a	church.	So	he	went	to	the	
conference	and	there	was	an	air	of	excitement	as	the	packed	crowd	of	thousands	
waited	to	hear	this	famous	and	successful	pastor	speak.	Finally	he	took	the	stage	
and	tells	a	story	of	God’s	blessing	that	ends	with,	“God	speaks	and	I	obey”	and	
then	he	tells	another	story	of	how	God	had	tremendously	blessed	his	church	and	
says,	“God	speaks	and	I	obey”.	Over	and	over	the	Korean	pastor	told	stories	of	
how	God	had	blessed	and	time	and	again	ended	with	the	same	line,	“God	speaks	
and	I	obey.”	The	pastor	who	had	spent	so	much	time	and	money	coming	to	hear	
this	Korean	pastor	was	incredulous	and	couldn’t	believe	that	he	had	wasted	so	
much	time	and	money	to	receive	no	more	than	stories	of	success.	He	had	come	to	
find	out	the	methods	that	were	used	or	curriculum’	used	to	bring	such	success	
but	all	he	received	was,	“God	speaks	and	I	obey.”	He	recounted	how	during	the	
flight	back	home	when	he	was	reclined	back	in	his	seat	that	God	spoke	to	him	and	
said,	“Why	are	you	angry?	Could	he	have	given	you	better	advice?”	How	simple	
and	how	doable,	“God	speaks	and	I	obey.”		

This	is	the	example	of	Abraham	and	Paul	knew	that	the	enemy	had	taken	away	
the	simplicity	of	the	gospel	message	and	added	tasks	for	the	flesh	that	the	
Galatians	could	feel	like	they	were	earning	their	salvation	and	somehow	God	
would	accept	them	for	it.	They	could	not	have	been	more	wrong.	Paul	continues:	

	10	“For	all	who	rely	on	works	of	the	law	are	under	a	curse;	for	it	is	written,	
“Cursed	be	everyone	who	does	not	abide	by	all	things	written	in	the	Book	
of	the	Law,	and	do	them.”	11	Now	it	is	evident	that	no	one	is	justified	
before	God	by	the	law,	for	“The	righteous	shall	live	by	faith.”	12	But	the	
law	is	not	of	faith,	rather	“The	one	who	does	them	shall	live	by	them.”	

Paul’s	point	was	that	no	one	can	keep	the	law	in	its	entirety	and	he	supported	his	
point	by	quoting	Deuteronomy	27:26.	Right	after	the	passage	that	Paul	quotes,	
Deuteronomy	reveals	the	curses	that	will	fall	on	Israel	if	they	fail	to	obey	the	law.	

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+27%3A26&version=NIV
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Most	Jews	in	Paul’s	time	were	well	aware	that	Israel	had	broken	God’s	law	
repeatedly	and	had	received	the	curses	that	were	predicted.	Paul	was	not	
teaching	that	God’s	law	was	bad.	On	the	contrary	in	many	places	in	Paul’s	Epistles	
he	speaks	of	the	benefits	of	keeping	the	moral	requirements	of	the	law	or	how	
the	law	reveals	our	need	of	a	savior	or	the	law	reveals	the	nature	and	character	of	
God.	For	the	Galatians	he	is	pointing	out	that	since	they	can’t	effectively	keep	the	
law	then	to	return	to	the	law	for	justification	was	to	come	under	the	curse	of	the	
law.		

13”	Christ	redeemed	us	from	the	curse	of	the	law	by	becoming	a	curse	for	
us—for	it	is	written,	“Cursed	is	everyone	who	is	hanged	on	a	tree”—	14	so	
that	in	Christ	Jesus	the	blessing	of	Abraham	might	come	to	the	Gentiles,	
so	that	we	might	receive	the	promised	Spirit[	through	faith.”	

The	only	hope	for	salvation	was	not	in	returning	to	the	requirements	of	the	law	
but	in	bowing	down	to	the	King	of	Glory	who	had	kept	the	law	perfectly	for	them,	
anything	else	was	utter	foolishness.		

For	those	who	had	brought	this	trouble	on	the	Galatians	and	on	Paul,	he	had	
called	down	a	curse	from	God	in	chapter	1:8,	

	“But	even	if	we	or	an	angel	from	heaven	should	preach	to	you	a	gospel	
contrary	to	the	one	we	preached	to	you,	let	him	be	accursed.”	

If	they	had	truly	been	men	of	God	and	wanted	the	Galatians	to	know	the	true	
gospel	then	they	would	have	seen	Jesus	for	who	he	was	and	would	have	had	the	
same	Holy	Spirit	witness	abiding	in	them.	In	our	Old	Testament	reading	the	
prophet	Zechariah	had	foretold	that	God	would	pour	out	blessings	on	the	future	
inhabitants	of	Jerusalem.								

“On	that	day	the	Lord	will	protect	the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem,	so	that	the	
feeblest	among	them	on	that	day	shall	be	like	David,	and	the	house	of	
David	shall	be	like	God,	like	the	angel	of	the	Lord,	going	before	them.9	And	
on	that	day	I	will	seek	to	destroy	all	the	nations	that	come	against	
Jerusalem.”	
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“On	that	day	there	shall	be	a	fountain	opened	for	the	house	of	David	and	
the	inhabitants	of	Jerusalem,	to	cleanse	them	from	sin	and	uncleanness.”	

The	promise	was	that	God	would	relieve	them	of	the	burden	of	their	sin	and	
would	provide	refreshment	and	peace.	I	wouldn’t	come	through	the	law	or	their	
traditions	but	only	through	the	sacrifice	of	the	Messiah.		

Paul	wanted	the	Galatians	to	return	to	faithful	obedience	to	Christ	by	faith	so	that	
they	could	be	examples	and	witnesses	for	the	kingdom	of	God.	Certainly	that	
applies	to	the	church	today	as	much	as	in	Paul’s	day.	There	are	many	churches	
who	teach	that	good	works	is	what	God	is	looking	for	and	really	what	we	need	to	
do	is	be	kind	to	everyone	and	try	our	very	best	to	be	good.	There	are	not	many	
who	have	the	stomach	or	the	courage	to	speak	of	a	Holy	and	righteous	God	who	
will	one	day	judge	men	and	women	for	their	sins	but	who	has	provided	a	way	to	
escape	through	the	death	and	resurrection	of	Jesus	Christ	on	the	cross.	We	live	in	
a	culture	that	wants	there	to	be	many	ways	to	God	because	they	feel	that	they	
should	have	choices	as	to	the	way	of	salvation	and	really	why	worry	because	God	
is	love	and	wouldn’t	dream	of	punishing	those	who	reject	the	sacrifice	of	his	Son.	

The	fact	is	that	our	times	are	very	similar	to	the	days	of	the	Apostles	because	the	
enemy	is	the	same.	He’s	not	that	creative	and	doesn’t	need	to	be	because	people	
still	believe	the	same	lies.		

For	those	who	would	by	faith	follow	the	Messiah,	salvation	would	be	given	and	
the	task	to	walk	in	obedience	after	the	model	of	the	Messiah.	Jesus	told	his	
disciples	in	Luke	9:23–24,		

“And	he	said	to	all,	“If	anyone	would	come	after	me,	let	him	deny	himself	
and	take	up	his	cross	daily	and	follow	me.	24	For	whoever	would	save	his	
life	will	lose	it,	but	whoever	loses	his	life	for	my	sake	will	save	it.”		

The	true	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	is	no	more	popular	today	than	it	was	in	Paul’s	time	
but	we	must	follow	the	examples	laid	down	for	us	by	Father	Abraham	and	the	
Apostles	and	many	more	that	came	after	them.	The	gospel	has	been	changing	
lives	for	over	2000	years	because	there	have	been	men	and	women	who	have	
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lived	and	died	for	the	proclamation	of	this	truth	of	God.	Our	name	is	the	Light	of	
Christ,	let	that	truly	be	who	we	are	in	word	and	deed.	
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