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SERMON 
Thanksgiving 

Light of Christ Anglican Church 
Jeffrey O. Cerar, November 25, 2015 

 
More than Just the Gravy 

 
Text:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11  
 
 All over this nation, people are gathering for thanksgiving.  Since the very earliest days 
of the Republic, Americans have set aside a day to give thanks for the blessings that we 
enjoy.  I like to think that the very first thanksgiving was the one in the Bible that we read 
about a moment ago.  It was just as the Hebrew people were getting ready to enter the 
Promised Land. 
   

• With signs and wonders God had rescued them from slavery in Egypt. 

• He had led them through the wilderness, going before them as a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night.   
 

• He had fed them miraculously with Manna and quail.   

• He had given them water to drink out of the rocks.   

• Their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell during those 40 years in the 
desert.  
  

And now, they were about to go into the land God had promised their ancestors hundreds of 
years before, a land flowing with milk and honey.  Moses was preparing them.  And he 
instructed them that once their first crops have been gathered in, they should have a 
ceremony of thanksgiving to God. 
   

2 take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD 
your God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your 
God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 3 and say to the priest in office at the time, "I 
declare today to the LORD your God that I have come to the land the LORD swore to our 
forefathers to give us." 4 The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it 
down in front of the altar of the LORD your God.... 10 ....Place the basket before the 
LORD your God and bow down before him. 11 And you and the Levites and the aliens 
among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to you and 
your household.  [Deuteronomy 26:2-4, 10-11] 
  

All of our good things are from God.  And it is fitting and proper that we should give Him 
thanks.  As we gather on this holiday in America, what are those good things? 
 

• Is it the freedom we enjoy under our Constitution? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy 26:1-11
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+26%3A2-4%2C+10-11&version=NIV
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• Is it the prosperity of our nation? 
 

• Is it the roof over our heads? 

• Is it the food on our table?  

• Is it the fact that there are people who are working today to protect our lives and to 
secure our freedom? 

 
 Yes, we are thankful for those things.  But when you think of who God is and what all 
He has done for us, those wonderful blessings are only a small part of the picture.  When we 
start back at the beginning of the good things we have to thank God for, our warm homes 
and our good food and our nice clothing and our great nation become just gravy—just the 
icing on the cake.  For God has blessed us so much that even if we lost all those things, we 
ought still to lift our arms in praise of Him.  We ought still to bow down before Him in humble 
thanksgiving. 
 
 Have you ever thanked someone simply for being who she is?  I have on many 
occasions said to my wife, Lynne, “Thank you for being you.”   She lights up my life.  I 
wouldn’t want her to be anyone else.  
  
 Well, that is the case with God.  We are grateful that He is who He is: 

• All powerful 

• All knowing 

• Perfectly good 

• The essence of love 

• Merciful 

• Kind 

• Compassionate 

• Creative 

• Just 

God is God.  He could be anything He wants to be.  And yet, He is all these things.  Thank 
you, God for who you are.  We praise you for your glory.  
  
 In His power and His goodness and His love, God created the universe.  He made it 
and He declared it to be good.  The fact that God created the universe in the first place is a 
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blessing.  It displays the beauty and splendor of God’s imagination, with all its  vast marvels 
and intricate wonders.  Thank you, God, for all the things your hands have made. 
 
 Of course, we couldn’t witness or experience all those things if God had not created 
us.  It was certainly up to God whether we would exist or not.  He chose to create 
humankind, and to make us in His image.  And He put us here to see His glory.  I think often 
that if God had never created me,  
 

• I never would have smelled a daffodil 

• or petted a cat 

• or felt the sun on my face on a Spring day 

• or stood at the edge of the Grand Canyon in awe. 

• I never would have heard a choir sing 

• or tasted a steamed crab from the Chesapeake Bay 

• I never would have known all of you. 

Thank you, God, for creating me so that I may experience you and your wondrous 
gifts. 
 
 And then there is the next great blessing.  God made us aware not only of His creation 
and of our own existence, but of His existence as well.  God is a communicating God.  He 
wants us to know Him and love Him.  And so, He has revealed Himself to us.  It’s all here in 
the Bible, telling us who He is, and what He is doing, and why things are the way they are, 
and what He expects of us, and what He is going to do.  What a blessing it is that God did 
not leave us out in the cold and dark, wondering if this is all an accident.  Instead, He has 
shown us that there is a Creator, and that everything is going in the direction that He intends.  
Thank you, God, for making yourself known to us, and for the Bible. 
 
 The next great blessing is the way God responded to us human beings when we 
royally messed up and violated everything God expected of us.  It was a fateful decision in 
the Garden of Eden to trust Satan and turn from God’s commandment.  Evil and sin have 
prevailed in the world ever since.  God could understandably have simply waved a hand and 
canceled the entire project.  He could have wiped out the whole human race in a heartbeat.  
But He didn’t.  He loved us in an indomitable way that only God can love.  He sent His only 
Son to die a sacrificial death for our sins.  He sent Jesus, the Savior, to accomplish the 
forgiveness of sins for all who put their trust in Him.  If God had not loved us that much, we 
would be left wallowing in misery with nothing to look forward to but a well-deserved 
punishment for all eternity.  Thank you, God, for your mercy and for the incalculable gift 
of your Son Jesus Christ. 
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 Not only did God do that, but He gave us a family.  He called us into a community of 
believers, a family we call the Body of Christ. Here in this family is where we find love and 
encouragement, for Jesus told us to love one another as He loves us.   
 

• This is where we grow together.   

• This is where we deepen our understanding of God and of the world.   

• This is where we receive our comfort when the body blows of life are more than we 
can handle.  
  

Thank you, God, for this dear family you have given us—these brothers and sisters 
from Light of Christ and First Baptist Church, and our fellow Christians across the 
years and in far distant places. 
 
 And another gift He has given to this family is a purpose and a mission.  God has 
commanded us to tell others about Him and to spread the faith.  We may think of this as a 
duty or a burden.  But when you realize that God has entrusted to us the most important 
work in the universe, you can see that it is a great blessing.  God can do it all.  He doesn’t 
need our help.  But He wants to work with us and through us.   
 

• He wants us to rely on Him for what we need to do His mission.   

• He wants us to pray to Him about how we can make His good purposes come to pass.   

• He wants to fill us with His Holy Spirit to empower us to go beyond ourselves and take 
part in His miracles. 
   

All that brings us close to God.  And that is a great blessing.  Thank you, God, for trusting 
us to share your righteous work, and for empowering us to do infinitely more than we 
can ask or imagine. 
 
 And if all that were not enough, God has promised everlasting life with Him for 
everyone who believes in Jesus, His Son.  Not only has God created us, and revealed 
Himself to us, and stuck with us despite our disobedience,  and rescued us from sin, and 
created a family for us, and given us a purpose with eternal significance.  But on top of it all, 
He promises that He has something better for us than the most magnificent things we can 
even dream of.  He promises us an eternity with Him in paradise.  What a huge impact that 
has on the life of the believer.  Think about it.  If the best thing in the universe is already 
ours, how free that makes us!  Free to live lives of greatness and boldness and commitment.  
We are free to venture much, and to be willing to—succeed or fail, stand or fall, win or lose, 
live or die.  For we already have the one thing that matters most—eternal life with God.  
Thank you, God, for the promise of eternal life, and for setting us free to trust in you. 
 
 Back in 2004, Lynne and I went on a mission trip to Kenya.  We were part of a large 
team of Christians from ten countries working for an agency called SOMA, Sharing of 
Ministries Abroad.  SOMA had been invited by the Archbishop of Kenya to come and work 
with his leaders to kick off a year of revival.  We were to form twelve teams of 8 to fan out to 
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the geographical regions of Kenya.  On each team was supposed to be four Kenyans.  We 
met in Limuru to spend a week praying and preparing for our mission.  When we got there, 
my team only had one Kenyan.  He called home, and had another person from his 
congregation come and join us, but that was it.  Otherwise, it was Lynne and me and a 
young man from Uganda and his 19-year-old wife. 
 
 We were to go to Mombassa and conduct a week-long course to enliven the clergy of 
the Indian Ocean region of Kenya.  We soon found that only one other person on our team 
besides Lynne and me was willing to get up front.  When we asked the Kenyans what their 
people needed us to address, their answers were very general:  Islam, marriage, holiness.  
  
 Well, we took the 12-hour bus ride from Nairobi to Mombassa.  When we arrived, we 
found that there was no money to pay the conference expenses.  Nor had anyone made 
any lodging arrangement for our team of six.  I have to admit that we felt some distinct 
anxiety. 
   
 The money was the easy part.  We had raised more money than we asked for from 
our friends and our congregation, so we had $2,000 with us.  That ended up covering all the 
expenses.  They found us a place to stay.  Fortunately the invitations had gone out, and the 
day of the conference, 100 people arrived.  But with only three of us to teach, we were 
feeling a lot of pressure to make up the curriculum as we went.  But then we began to 
discover God’s plan.  Mombassa is a region of Kenya with a high population of Muslims.  
The Muslims had been aggressive and hostile to the Christians.  They had even burned 
some churches.  And the Christian clergy were afraid. They didn’t know how to talk to the 
Muslim imams, because they knew almost nothing about Islam.  
  
 It turns out that the young Ugandan man with us, named Musa, had a burning passion 
to educate Christians about Islam.  He was an expert in Islam.  He spoke Arabic, and he 
knew the Bible and the Koran almost by heart.  He ended up doing the bulk of our teaching 
at the conference.  It was clear why God had brought us there.  By the time we left, the 100 
clergy who had attended were energized and hopeful, and ready for revival.  What had 
looked impossible to us was just a setup for God to do something awesome.  
 
 What a cornucopia of blessings God has given us!  And we haven’t even talked about 
the roof over our heads or the food on our table.  We haven’t even talked about our SUV’s 
and our extended cab pickups.  We haven’t even talked about the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights or our loved ones or our beautiful churches.  All of that is just gravy, when you put 
it into the eternal, cosmic perspective of the mighty God who has the whole world in His 
hands. 
 
 That is the God whom we thank on this Thanksgiving holiday.  And the blessings for 
which we thank Him go way deep and way far back.  And they extend way into the future 
and way up to the highest heavens.  And oh, yes, we thank Him for the gravy as well.   
Alleliuia!  Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
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