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It’s All About God’s Story 

 
Text:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord...’” [John 1:23] 
 

 These were the words of John the Baptist when he was being questioned about who 
he was.  He had become what we would call a media star today.  People were buzzing about 
him.  He looked and lived like a prophet.  He would set up shop every day at the banks of the 
Jordan River near Bethany.  People would come out to him in droves to hear him.  And he 
would preach, “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  People would be convicted of 
their sins, they would repent, and he would baptize them in the river.  And so, the religious 
authorities, the Pharisees, came out to ask him who he was. 
 
 Now, we know all about the clashes the Pharisees had with Jesus in the three years 
after John the Baptist.  And we know how Jesus blasted them, calling them hypocrites, 
children of the devil and whitewashed tombs.  So we assume the worst about them.  We 
imagine they were coming out there to shut up this man who was a threat to their authority.  
But there was a lot more going on than that, and I suggest we give the Pharisees a little 
credit.  You see, their worldview was that everything that happens is God’s doing.  God 
created the world, He calls the shots, and He makes things happen.  So what they were 
trying to do when they came out to question John was to find out where he fit in God’s plan.  
He looked like someone in the prophetic tradition.  The three questions they asked him were 
to clarify at least who he perceived himself to be. 
 
 Are you the Messiah?  There was an expectation among the Jews of Jesus’ time that 
the Messiah would come, one sent by God to rescue His people and set them free.  There 
were often people who claimed to be the Messiah in order to get a following and lead a 
rebellion.  John the Baptist told the Pharisees, “I am not the Messiah.” 
 
 Well who are you, then?  Are you Elijah, they asked him.  You remember, Elijah did 
not die; he was taken up into in a whirlwind on a chariot of fire at the end of his prophetic 
ministry. (2 Kings 2:11)  And so there arose a tradition that Elijah would return to usher in the 
end times.  The Pharisees wanted to know if that was who John the Baptist was.  “I am not,” 
John said. 
 
  Okay, then; are you the Prophet?  Now, John clearly was a prophet.  But what they 
were asking was if he was the one Moses predicted in Deuteronomy 18:15.  Moses had said, 
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers.  
You must listen to him.”  What Moses was likely referring to was that there would often be 
prophets among God’s people who would bring them God’s instructions.  But again, the 
expectation had grown up that one day a very special figure like Moses would come and 
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have the same kind of impact Moses had had.  The Pharisees wanted to know if that was 
who John the Baptist was.  He said, “No.” 
 
 So they had no explanation of who he was.  They pressed him.  They had to take 
something back to the ones who had sent them.  C’mon, man.  Who are you?  And John 
said, It’s not about me.  “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the 
way of the Lord...’” 
 
 Why, then, are you baptizing people in the river?  And John said, “I baptize with water, 
but among you stands one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” (John 1:27) 
 
 It’s not about me, it’s about Jesus.  It’s not about me, it’s about our awesome God, and 
what He is doing.   
 
 That is what I want to talk about today.  You and I belong to God.  We are the disciples 
of Jesus.  And what is our life all about?  It’s not about me.  It’s not about you.  It’s not about 
us.  It is about our awesome God and what He is doing. 
 
 This is an important message, because we are capable of great confusion about this.  
In the air we breathe, and the water we drink and the messages we take in, what we are 
being told is, “It’s all about you.” 
 

• “You rule.” 

• Watch out for number one. 

• It may cost a little more, but you’re worth it. 

• Go for the gusto. 

• Be your own boss. 

• I am the master of my fate; I am the captain of my soul. 

• You can do anything you set your mind to. 

In our world today, if someone asked the questions posed to John the Baptist, the answers 
would be quite different. 
  

Who are you?  I’m a free agent. 

Who sent you?  Nobody, I sent myself. 

I have my own agenda.   
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I’m fulfilling my own plan for my success. 

I’m going to market myself on social media, and the world is going to know who I am. 
 

But from the beginning, John the Baptist knew it wasn’t about him, it was about Jesus.   

“There is one coming after me whose sandals I’m not even worthy to stoop down and 
untie.” (John 1:23) 
 
“I baptize with water, but He will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” (Mark 1:8) 
 
And another time, John said this:  “A man can receive only what is given him from 
heaven.  You yourselves can testify that I said,’I am not the Christ but am sent ahead 
of him.’ The bride belongs to the bridegroom.  The friend who attends the bridegroom 
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice.  That 
joy is mine, and is now complete.  He must become greater; I must become less.” 
(John 3:27-30) 
 

 There is a big word I want to teach you today, if you don’t already know it.  It is 
“metanarrative.”  A metanarrative is a grand, comprehensive story that explains all the 
smaller stories.  The word was coined in the 1980’s to address the question of whether there 
is a grand story, a “metanarrative” that accounts for the world as we see it.  And, of course, 
the Christian answer is, “Yes! Absolutely!”  The metanarrative is God’s story.  Sadly, though, 
the prevailing philosophy of our day is that there is no metanarrative.  Philosophers today say 
you can’t explain why things are the way they are.  The only stories are the little stories of 
individual people going about life as best they can day by day. 
 
 That is a big part of the reason the world is in such a sorry state.  That is why people 
go around thinking, “It’s all about me.  I’d better grab all the gusto I can.”  That is why they 
have to be pumped up with phony pep talks that tell them they can be anybody they want to 
be if they apply themselves. 
 
 But the truth is, there is an incredibly wonderful, breathtaking metanarrative.  It is 
God’s story.  And He has not left us wondering what that story is.  He hasn’t left us to believe 
that our own little stories are all there is.  God has spoken.  He has given us His Word in the 
Bible.  And the story it tells is, from start to finish, God’s story, and our story, and the story of 
this world.  
  

• God is the one who created the universe.   

• He is the one who has a plan.   

• He is the one who acts in history.   

• He is the one who controls the outcome.   
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• He is the one who has written the end of the story. 

 So those Pharisees were on to something.  They knew that John had to fit somewhere 
in God’s grand plan, because God is the one who acts in history.  If John was any of those 
three—the Messiah, Elijah, or the Prophet—then they had arrived at a great moment in God’s 
plan.  Promises God had made were being fulfilled.  And for sure, it was a great moment.  
God was fulfilling His promises.  It’s just that John the Baptist wasn’t it.  It wasn’t about him.  
But right there in their midst was the one of whom Isaiah had said,  
 

For unto us a son is given; unto us a child is born; and the government will be on his 
shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.” [Isaiah 9:6] 
 

 We all know in our hearts that God’s story is the one, true story that explains 
everything.  But we still breathe that toxic air, and drink that poisoned water, and take in 
those twisted messages.  We still walk through life as it is all about us.  Let’s just practice our 
Biblical perspective for a few moments. 
 
 Someone may ask you how you ended up at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church.  There is 
a story that is common to many of you, and you could tell it like this. 
 

• We started coming down to the Northern Neck for vacations x number of years 
ago.   
 

• We loved it here, away from the hustle and bustle of the city (Richmond, 
Baltimore, Washington).   
 

• When retirement time came, we decided this was where we wanted to settle. 
 

• So we came here, bought a house and settled in. 
 

• We looked for a church. 
 

• We came to St. Stephen’s and liked what we saw. 
 

• So we joined, and we have been there ever since. 
 
 That’s a true story for many of you.  But what is missing?  What’s missing is God’s part 
of the story.  Notice the way I told it, it was all about your likes and dislikes, your decisions, 
and the things you did.  What if you were to think of it from the perspective of God doing 
these things providentially in your life?  What if you were to tell this from the perspective of 
the Holy Spirit?  How would you tell the story in terms of God having a plan and acting in your 
life, and writing the end of the story? 
 
 Or there are other equally true stories for others among you: 
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When we moved here, we came to this church because we belonged to So and So 
Anglican Church, and this was the only Anglican church in the area. 
 
Or: We became unhappy at such and such church, so we thought we would try out this 
congregation.  We liked it and we stayed. 
 

 True stories, but not the whole story.  For the role of the Holy Spirit is missing from the 
narrative.  I’m not going to tell you how to rewrite the story.  But think about how you might 
write it as a chapter in God’s story. 
 
 Consider the story of our congregation as a whole.  Two big things stand out in the 
history of this congregation: the decision in 2006 to separate from the Episcopal Church, and 
the building of a new church building.  If it’s all about us, we might tell those stories differently 
than if it’s all about God. 
 

• We could say that we were dismayed by the unbiblical decisions taken by the 
leadership of the Episcopal Church. 
   

• We waited a few years to see if things would turn around, and they didn’t.   
 

• So we took a congregational vote, and we voted 99-33 to separate ourselves.   
 

• We eventually lost our church property, 
 

• and we pulled up our socks and found a temporary home.   
 

• And now we are building a new church home that, with some sacrifice, we will be 
able to afford.   
 

• And we will have our own place once again.  
  

 That would all be true, but it would also be the small story.  It would be all about us: 
our perceptions, our decisions, our needs and our actions.  In reality, in the light of the 
metanarrative of God’s work in the world, we might see it differently.  
  

• We would want to add in all the prayer and the 40 days of discernment that went into 
the decision in 2006 before we voted. 
 

• We would want to recognize the sin that causes disunity in the Body of Christ—no 
matter which side of the split you are on. 
 

• We would want to acknowledge how much God has taught us during this time of 
wilderness wandering. 
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• We would want to appreciate how God worked for nine years on the relationship 
between us and First Baptist Church before we ended up settling here with them. 
 

• We would want to see the new church facility not as our accomplishment with the 
money we willingly contributed; but rather, it is God who gave us the resources to 
make that happen. 
 

• We would want to see the new church not as our church home, but as the mission 
center God will use for years to come to bring the Gospel to the people of our 
community. 
 

 John the Baptist was a great man.  But what made him great was not his belief that he 
was the master of his fate and the captain of his soul.  What made him great was not the 
success he enjoyed as he fulfilled his personal agenda.  What made John the Baptist great 
was that he knew from the very beginning that it’s not about him, it’s about Jesus.  It’s about 
what God is doing. 
 

 The world we live in today is impoverished by its failure to accept the great story of 
what God is doing.  But if you and I and this church allow God to use us for His glory, more 
and more people will have their eyes opened.  And they will be able to see for the first time 
the incredibly wonderful story of an awesome God –  
 

• who created this universe,  

• who has a plan,  

• who acts in history,  

• and who controls the outcome.   

 And no matter how grim things may look as we survey this world around us, God is the 
one who has written the glorious end of the story.  And we can rejoice that He is God, who 
loves every person He ever created, and His heart is for each one of them to live with Him 
forever. 
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