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Rend the Heavens and Come Down 

 
Text:  Isaiah 64:1-2 
 
 Isn’t Thanksgiving a wonderful holiday?  How blessed we are to live in a nation where 
a day is set aside for giving thanks to God for all He has done for us.  We had a memorable 
Thanksgiving service on Wednesday evening with First Baptist Church.  I wish everyone from 
both our congregations had been here to hear our expressions of thanks.  Most of those 
present shared their thanks for their family and friends, for good health, for healing, for 
prosperity, for the feast that would be on their table the next day, for hope and for joy.  God is 
so good.  We are surrounded by His goodness and His love.  And yet, in the midst of all this 
blessing, all is not right with the world. 
  

• Some do not have a meal on their table.   

• Some do not have family or friends to share the day with.   

• Some people’s hearts are not at peace; their lives are filled with violence.  

• Some say in their hearts, “There is no God.” 

• Some know God, but live as if they never heard of Him. 

• Some serve false gods. 

• Some spread death and terror in the name of their false god. 

 So even as we are thanking God for His blessings, we look around us at these dark 
things, and we cry out to God, the one God, the real God, “Oh, that you would tear open the 
heavens and come down.  Oh, that you would make yourself known to your enemies, so that 
all nations might tremble at your presence.” 
 
 That was the cry of the prophet Isaiah as he laid bare his heart to God over the plight 
of the Hebrew people.  Isaiah wanted for things to be set right.  And we want that, too. 
   

• We want the bombings to stop. 

• We want the riots to stop. 

• We want the hatred to stop. 

• We want justice to prevail. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2064:1-2
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• We want everyone to know God.   

• We want God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 When Isaiah was prophesying about 700 years before Christ, there was a lot of 
wickedness going on among God’s people.  And it was Isaiah’s job to tell them that God was 
not pleased.  God sent Isaiah to tell them that evil days were coming, and to help them 
understand why this was happening.  His message throughout the book was bad news and 
good news. 
   

• The bad news was that God was going to bring judgment on them for their sin.  They 
were going to be overrun by their enemies and taken from their homes and marched 
off a thousand miles to where they would live in exile.   
 

• And the good news was that this was not going to last forever, and that God would 
restore them one day when their time of punishment came to an end.  
  

• And the really good news was that God would one day send a Messiah to rule over the 
whole world in righteousness.  And that the earth would be restored, and everyone in 
it would worship and praise God. 
 

 How do you think the people received this news?  Some must surely have dismissed 
the bad part as nonsense.  I can hear them saying, “God wouldn’t let that happen to us.”  In 
fact, I can hear many of them saying with arrogant confidence, “God promised us that He 
would give us this land as our home forever, and He would make us prosperous and happy, 
and we would be victorious over all our enemies.” 
 
 Well, yes, God did say that.  You can find that in the Book of Deuteronomy: 

12 “...the Lord your God will keep with you the covenant and the steadfast love that he 
swore to your fathers. 13 He will love you, bless you, and multiply you. He will also 
bless the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, your grain and your wine and 
your oil, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock, in the land that he 
swore to your fathers to give you. 14 You shall be blessed above all peoples. There 
shall not be male or female barren among you or among your livestock.  [Deuteronomy 
7:12-14 (ESV)] 
 

But I didn’t start that first sentence at the beginning.  It started with, “And because you listen 
to these rules and keep and do them....” (Deuteronomy 7:12)  Because you obey God’s 
commandments, He will give you all these blessings.  That’s what He said.  We do tend to 
hear what we want to hear, don’t we? 
 
 In fact, when we want to hear the message even more explicitly, we can turn to 
Deuteronomy chapter 30, where it says: 
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15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his 
statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will 
bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But if your heart 
turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve 
them, 18 I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in 
the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. [Deuteronomy 
30:15-18 (ESV)] 

 
The people of God at the time of Isaiah rebelled and grieved the Holy Spirit.  That is how 
Isaiah summarized the problem in 63:10.  They rebelled against God’s will, and they grieved 
the Holy Spirit.  And I can’t help but see the same thing going on in our world today.  Yes, 
the Al Qaeda and Boko Haram and ISIS and Hezbollah are surely not God’s people.  They 
are spreading terror in the name of a false god.  But they aren’t the whole problem.  There 
are the people of God who have rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit.  Not only are we doing 
whatever we want these days in the name of freedom.  But we are passing laws that make it 
okay; and we are punishing those who speak up against the things that grieve the Holy 
Spirit.  Is it too much to suspect that God might be as angry with us as He was with the 
people of Israel in the time of Isaiah?  Is it outrageous to think that the terrorism and the riots 
and the schools shootings are part of the punishment? 
   
 I know you feel the same pain I do over this.  But don’t despair.  When Isaiah cried out, 
“Oh Lord, that you would tear open the heavens and come down,” God answered that 
prayer.  It happened about 700 years later.  The Holy Spirit conceived a child in the womb of 
a virgin, and she carried the Son of God, and gave birth to the Savior on a cold night in 
Bethlehem.  She wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger.  And He grew 
in wisdom, and He brought Good News, and He called the world to repentance.  And He 
gave His life on the cross as a sacrifice for the sins of the world.  And He rose again from the 
dead as a promise of eternal life to all who would believe in Him.  And He ascended into 
heaven, promising to come again to fulfill the really good news Isaiah forecast so long before  
that He would judge the world and rule in righteousness, and the whole earth would praise 
and worship God.  
  
 God has torn open the heavens and come down.  And He has made His name known 
to His enemies.  Yes, they are in rebellion against Him.  But He has come, and He has 
already won the victory in the battle that will one day be over. 
 
 Today, we enter into the season of Advent.  It is a four-week time of preparation for 
Christmas.  Even more than Thanksgiving, Christmas is many people’s favorite holiday, 
because the joy we feel in Jesus leaks out into the world and blesses the hearts of rebels 
and non-believers alike. 
   
 But our preparation for the coming of Christ is about more than Christmas.  For we live 
under the promise that He is coming again.  He told us, “Men will see the Son of Man coming 
in clouds with great glory.  And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they 
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will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” (Matthew 
24:30)   
 
 And what He tells us about that time is that we should be on guard.  He tells us that we 
will not know the day or the hour when He is coming.  He says we must be ready.  He tells 
us to keep watch.  He tells us to live as if each hour may be the last. 
 
 So let’s think about what that means to us.  

Jesus asks at one point if He will find faith on the earth when He returns. (Luke 18:8)   
What would it look like if Jesus found faith on the earth? 
  

• He would find His houses of worship filled up with people praising Him and eagerly 
awaiting Him. 
 

• He would find us sharing His body and blood in Holy Communion, as He told us to do 
“in remembrance” of Him. 
 

• He would find us giving thanks to Him in all circumstances, because we understand 
that everything comes from Him. 
 

• He would find us spending time reading, devouring, trusting and reveling in His Word, 
because to have faith is to believe God’s Word. 
 

• He would find us doing things that only He can make turn out well, because to have 
faith is to trust in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

• He would find us being generous with our money, because to have faith means to trust 
that God is going to provide for us. 
 

• He would find us sharing our faith enthusiastically.  Remember, He said, “And the 
Gospel will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 
end will come.” (Matthew 24:14) 
 

Jesus said He wants to find us awake when He comes.   
 

• He doesn’t want to find us drunk or strung out on drugs. 
 

• He doesn’t want to find us living in make-believe, escaping in our fantasy novels and 
video games. 
 

• He doesn’t want to find us so glued to our smartphone that we walk right by the 
suffering around us without noticing. 
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Jesus told us to love our neighbor.  So preparing for Him to come again means that 
we want Him to find us: 
 

• Feeding the hungry. 

• Visiting the prisoner. 

• Healing the sick. 

• Comforting those who mourn. 

• Being with the lonely. 

• Welcoming the stranger. 

The Bible tells us to pray constantly.  That is another way we prepare for Jesus to 
come again— 
 

• staying in touch with Him,  

• sharing our needs with Him,  

• asking for His guidance,  

• thanking Him,  

• telling Him how much we love Him,  

• and asking Him to heal and bless those in need. 

Second Peter talks about how to prepare:  “You ought to live holy and godly lives as 
you look forward to the day of the Lord and speed its coming.” (2 Peter 3:11)  If we 
have any hope that Jesus’ return will be good news for our nation,  
 

• Then we have to lead the way; 

• we have to be the ones to live disciplined lives;  

• we have to let God’s law rule our behavior. 

If we were to prepare in all these ways, God would set a lot of things right even before Jesus 
returns. 
   
 We know how to do serious preparation.  Have any of you planned a wedding lately?   
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• The preparation begins at least a year in advance with picking the date.   

• That requires booking the place you want to have the event,  

• and then working on the guest list.   

• That usually involves a lot of negotiation between brides and grooms and parents.   

• Then you send out a “save the date” notice to those you intend to invite.   

• Somewhere in there, hopefully, the bride and groom go through marital preparation 
with the pastor who is going to marry them. 
 

• Then there is the selection of the bridesmaids and groomsmen. 

• And, of course, you have to plan what they are all going to wear, and start thinking 
about where you will get the dresses. 
   

• You have to design the invitations. 

• You have to find a caterer  

• and someone to do the flowers  

• and someone to “create” the wedding cake.   

• You have to find a photographer.   

• You have to plan the bachelor parties  

• and the rehearsal dinner  

• and the honeymoon.   

• And somebody has to write a lot of checks.   

Important events require a lot of preparation.  And there is nothing more important than the 
coming of Christ.  Life as usual doesn’t stop, but everything seems to revolve around the day 
that is coming.  
  
 And that is how it will be in the coming weeks as we prepare for Christmas.   

 And, God willing, that is how it will be for each one of us as we embrace and count on 
God’s great promise that Jesus will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.  
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• He will tear open the heavens and come down,  

• and He will make His name known to the whole earth.  

•  All the nations will tremble at His presence.   

• And nation shall not take up the sword against nation anymore.   

• And the wolf shall lie down with the lamb.   

• And every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.    
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