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Christian Standing 

 
Text:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
 
 There is a concept in the law known as “standing to sue.”  Many a case has been 
dismissed because the judge ruled that the plaintiff, the person who brought the lawsuit, 
lacked standing.  What that means is that the plaintiff did not have a right or interest that the 
outcome of the suit would legitimately address.  Or to put it in more homely terms, the plaintiff 
“didn’t have a dog in this fight.” 
 
 What I want to talk about today is the chaos, confusion and evil that are going on in 
this world.  And I want to assure you that, as a Christian, you have standing to do something 
about it.  You do have a dog in this fight.  In fact, this whole message is about standing: 
 

• standing up 

• standing out 

• standing firm 

• standing tall, and 

• standing ready 

 Our text comes from the sixth chapter of the Letter to the Ephesians, where in verses 
10-20, we find ourselves called five times to stand, or withstand, or persevere.  The thrust of 
this scripture is that there is a spiritual battle going on, and we people of Jesus Christ are 
called to take a stand in that battle.  And it tells us that it is not in our own power, but in the 
strength and might of God that we are to stand. 
 
 First, let’s look at the spiritual battle.  When you are in the midst of it, you may not 
perceive it as spiritual.  People of advanced years look back nostalgically on how good things 
once were.  “Back then,” people honored God.  People acted with moral restraint.  People 
treated each other kindly.  And they look around them today and say, “What has happened to 
the world?” 
   
 What has happened to the world happened long ago.  The Bible shows it to us in its 
opening chapters, where God created mankind in His image, and we chose to listen to the 
lies of the adversary, and turn away from God’s will.  Everything we see around us that 
causes us to take offense on God’s behalf comes from that same adversary, whom we know 
by the name “Satan.”  He is continuing to tell us that God cannot be trusted.  And he is 
continuously telling us that we should be pursuing our own interests.  And he is luring us with 
false promises that what he offers is better than what God offers. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+6:10-20
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 Just a glance at the recent news shows the devastating impact of Satan’s lies.  We 
don’t even need to talk about the things we always associate with Satan:  genocide, 
terrorism, murder, rape, kidnapping.  Let us look simply at the hostility to the Gospel in this 
supposedly Christian nation.  This past June, the City government of Houston, Texas, passed 
the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance.  One of the groups whose rights the ordinance protects  
is transgender people—in other words, men who have chosen to present themselves as 
women, or women who have chosen to present themselves as men.  A group of Christians 
from several Houston churches raised opposition, because they saw that one effect of the 
ordinance was that transgender people can use any public restroom they want, whether it 
says men or women on the door.  The group gathered signatures and filed a petition asking, 
in accordance with local law, for a referendum to allow the public to vote on whether to repeal 
this law.  The city of Houston hired a team of world-class lawyers to fight this.   
 
 The city attorney and the city secretary ruled that the petition was invalid.  So the 
group sued the city, asking a judge to rule that there should be a referendum.  And then the 
city issued subpoenas against five pastors who were involved in the Christian coalition.  The 
subpoenas were punishing and intimidating.  They ordered the pastors to turn over copies of 
all sermons, speeches, correspondence with parishioners and all other written or electronic 
documents that mentioned Houston’s lesbian mayor, homosexuality, gender identity, the 
ordinance, the petition and all kinds of other things. 
   
 People were shocked that the government wanted to review pastors’ sermons.  
Christians all over the country stood up and stood with the churches of Houston, and in the 
firestorm that resulted, the city withdrew the subpoenas.  Maybe you were with them last 
Sunday as I was, participating in the live-streaming of “I Stand Sunday” through our church 
website.  As I watched, I was struck by the spiritual battle, and by the fact that non-Christians 
watching this would find us extreme.  People got down on their knees and prayed, right there 
in the auditorium.  People who are labeled as dangerous extremists said things most of us 
would absolutely agree with.  Yes, dangerous extremists.  That is a label put on Evangelicals 
Christians by Michael Weinstein who is a consultant to the Defense Department on diversity 
and tolerance in the military. 
 
 All sorts of strange things are popping up around the country against people who are 
trying to live by Biblical principles. 
 

• Melissa and Aaron Klein of Portland Oregon have closed down their bakery business 
because of all the trouble they got into for declining to make a wedding cake for two 
gay men.  They are tied up in litigation and facing a fine of over $100,000. 
 

• Baronelle Stutzman, a florist in Richland, Washington, has been sued by the state 
Attorney General for declining to do the flowers for a gay wedding. 
 

• The valedictory speech of Brittany McComb, of Henderson, Nevada, was censored by 
school officials.  They struck out her statements that specifically mentioned Christ’s 
death on the cross and the choice He offers us to live for ourselves or live for eternity.  
On graduation day, when she ignored their censorship and launched into that 
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statement, they turned off the microphone and dismissed her from the podium. 
 

 These are not isolated cases.  The Liberty Institute has published a report entitled, 
“Undeniable: The  Survey of Hostility to religion in America.”  It goes on for 363 pages of case 
summaries one paragraph long. 
 
 What is going on?  If you want the long answer, I invite you to our Bible Study class on 
Tuesday night where we will be looking at an episode of “The Truth Project,” on “Who is 
Man?”  The short answer is that the ground has shifted beneath our feet, but it is from the 
same cause as always:  Satan is the one who is hostile to the Gospel, and to God and to the 
truth.  And one of His great lies has changed the way Americans see the world.  There was a 
time in western civilization when God was at the center of everything.  Then came the 
Enlightenment, and over a few hundred years, man became the center of everything.  We 
call that the modern era.  But now, the center has been more refined.  Now the individual is 
at the center.  And Satan’s message is that the highest value is the fulfillment of the self.  We 
call it self-actualization.  What the post-modern world believes now is that if everyone is left to 
his or her own devices, to do what comes naturally, the world will be a better place.  And the 
rationale is that people are basically good. 
 
 Excuse me?  Did they miss the Holocaust.  Did they miss 9/11?  Did they miss the 
genocide in Rwanda?  Did they miss Columbine and Sandy Hook Elementary School?  Did 
they miss human trafficking and drug cartels and Enron?  What are they talking about, “Man 
is basically good?” 
 
 Do you see how contrary that is to the Gospel?  Jesus came to save us from the evil 
that inhabits our natural selves.  We need to be saved because we are not basically good.  
But Satan hates the Gospel, and his lies are becoming the prevailing truths around us. 
 
 That is what those cases in Washington, Oregon and Houston are all about.  Freedom 
has a new face.  Freedom of speech is no longer the right to say what you believe.  Freedom 
of religion is no longer the freedom to worship as you see fit without government interference.    
Now freedom means the right to make your own choices on what will fulfill you. 
 

• So there is a perceived right to go to a graduation and not have to hear a 17-year-old 
valedictorian tell you about Jesus. 
 

• There is a perceived right to not only choose same-sex love, but to marry, and to have 
anyone you choose make your wedding cake and do the flowers and photograph your 
wedding.  Self-actualization. 
 

• There is a perceived right to choose whether you want to keep or to kill the baby God 
put in your womb.  Self-actualization. 
 

• There is the perceived right of a Brittany Maynard, who moved to Oregon just so she 
could have a physician-assisted death and not suffer the painful last days of cancer.  
  

https://www.libertyinstitute.org/home
https://www.libertyinstitute.org/pages/survey-of-religious-hostilities
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• There is the perceived right of a Rob O’Neil to break the code of silence of Navy Seal 
Team 6.  He claims to be the one who shot Osama Bin Laden, and he says he has the 
right to benefit financially.  Self-actualization. 

 
 Ephesians tells us that there is a spiritual battle raging, a battle not against flesh and 
blood, but against the cosmic powers of this present darkness and the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places.  The battle is against the perpetrator of that great lie and all the great 
lies that oppose our righteous God. 
 
 And where do you and I fit in?  Ephesians tells us.  We are to be strong in the Lord 
and in the strength of His might.  We are to put on the whole armor of God so that we may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 
 
 Now, if we put all our hopes in political battles or legal battles, we are going to miss the 
spiritual dimension.  What is really going to make a difference in this world is Christians 
unwaveringly and unashamedly being Christians.  What is going to make a difference is our 
showing and sharing the love and truth of Jesus. 
  
 Standing against the schemes of the devil means to stand up, stand out, stand tall, 
stand firm and to stand ready.  The battle begins right at home with the breastplate of 
righteousness.  We Christians breathe the same air as everyone else.  We have been 
inundated with the same lies.  We have the same fallen nature.  And even though we have 
been redeemed by the Savior, our fallen nature is at war every moment with the Holy Spirit.  
Even we may be tempted to say, “Now wait a minute.  Is it really appropriate for a graduation 
speech to preach the Gospel so blatantly?”   When the Bible calls us to stand, it is calling us 
to be true to our faith and to God’s will.  We are called to stand out. 
   

See to it that no one takes you captive by through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 
which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world, rather than on 
Christ. [Colossians 2:8] 
 

Romans 12:2 says “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.”  The minute we think we are not vulnerable to the things we condemn about the 
world, that is the moment we fall into the trap.  But thank God, it is not our own strength that 
is going to make it possible for us to stand out.  We may look like the lunatic fringe in this 
shifting world of self-actualization.  We may be accused of being “dangerous” extremists.  But 
we have been given the whole armor “of God.”  It is in His strength that we can stand. 
 
 We are called to stand firm.  Standing firm means to unwaveringly insist on the truth 
of God.  This whole preparation for battle begins with buckling the belt of truth around our 
waist. (Ephesians 6:14)  The offensive weapon in the arsenal is the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God. (Ephesians 6:17)  The very way Satan has gotten so far in 
reprogramming the thinking of this post-modern world is by planting doubts about the Bible: 
 

• It was written by men. 
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• It is out of date. 

• It is not literally true. 

• It is full of inconsistencies. 

• You can prove anything you want from the Bible. 

• Miracles are not possible. 

• Jesus couldn’t have risen from the dead.  Dead people are completely dead. 

• What is truth anyway?  It may be true for you, but not for me. 

 
 We are the ones who will stand firm, for if we do not, no one will.  Jesus poignantly 
asked His disciples, “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:8)  
Yes, He will, as long as we fight the spiritual battle and stand firm for the truth of the Gospel 
and the truth of God.  And again, it won’t be because we are uncommonly courageous, or 
because we are the most articulate spokesmen, or that we know all the answers to every 
question.  It will be because we will be standing “strong in the Lord and in the strength of His 
might.” (Ephesians 6:10) 
 
 And more than that, we will be able to stand tall because of what Jesus has done for 
us.  We wear on our heads the helmet of salvation.  It is not only a protection, it is a 
declaration of glory.  Have you ever considered the glory of your salvation?  It means: 
 

• that God loves you.  The eternal, omnipotent God knows you personally and loves 
you. 
 

• God has forgiven you and declared you worthy. 

• He has taken you into the household of faith, into the family of His children. 

• He has given His Holy Spirit to dwell within you. 

• He has given you free access to the throne of His grace. 

• He has made promises to you that are only for those who accept His salvation. 

 When you wear that glorious helmet into battle, you can stand tall, and the demons will 
have to flee.  For if God is for us who can be against us? (Romans 8:31) 
 
 Some of us are pretty far along in our journey.  Are we retired soldiers?  Or are we still 
in the battle?  I can’t find a retirement age listed anywhere in the Bible.  Always, there are 
going to be people with questions, people with challenges, people with needs.  Always, there 
will be children and grandchildren whom we love too much to let go of.  We are fighting Satan 
for them. 
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 At the other end of the spectrum are you young ones.  There are many adventures 
ahead for you over many years.  Get in the habit right now of seeing yourself as a soldier for 
Christ.  Expect to stand up and to stand out and to stand firm and to stand tall.  
  
 And all of us, no matter how young or how old, are called to stand ready.  Ephesians 
says, “as shoes for your feet, ...put on the readiness given by the Gospel of peace.” 
(Ephesians 6:15)  That is what Jesus’ little story was about in the Gospel reading today. (See 
Matthew 25:1-13) The girls who had oil for their lamps were ready when the groom came to 
take them to the wedding.  We never know when something is going to come up that requires 
us to be different, or to be firm, or to be bold.  We never know when someone is going to 
need the love Jesus has put in our hearts.  So part of standing in the faith is to stand ready. 
 
 There is a wonderful U-tube video making the rounds right now.  It’s called “Where in 
the [world] is Matt?  He is a young guy who goes around the world videotaping himself 
dancing with people in their native lands.  Some of the dances are his own, and some are 
dances they teach him.  Some are dances they all made up together.  It is a very touching 
video.  You see all these smiling faces of people who are celebrating life, laughing, having 
fun and meaning well.  When I watched it, I felt love for all those people in places like: 
  

• Kabul, Afghanistan 

• Athens, Greece 

• Papua New Guinea 

• Kigali, Rwanda 

• Vienna, Austria 

• Hong Kong 

• Saudi Arabia 

• Mongolia 

• Trinidad 

• North Korea. 

 You look at those faces and you want to believe that people are basically good.  That 
certainly is what the world would say.  But what I thought was, “They are worth saving.”  God 
loves them and wants to save them.  What you are seeing is the residue of God’s image in 
every one of the people He created.  And they are worth saving, because that is what God 
wants. 
 
 Yes, you do have a dog in this fight.  You have standing.  And so today, I urge you to  

• stand up for Jesus,  

• stand out as a person redeemed by His love 
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• stand firm for His truth 

• stand tall in the glory of His salvation 

• and stand ready to take up the spiritual battle. 

 . 
© Jeffrey O. Cerar, 2014 

joygwaltney
Typewritten Text
Hymn: Here I Am, Choir of Hexham Abbey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-SHIrS6pMG4
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