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What God Wants 

 
Text:  Matthew 22:34-40 
 
 It was just a couple of days before Good Friday.  The Pharisees and the other religious 
leaders were looking for ways to trap Jesus in His words.  They were looking for grounds to 
convict Him and get rid of Him.  One of the Pharisee “tested” Jesus by asking Him, “What is 
the Great Commandment?” I wonder what he expected. 
   
 The Bible says the man was a lawyer.  What would this lawyer and expert in the law 
have said the right answer was to his question?  And what would have been the trap he was 
setting for Jesus?  Whatever this man’s intent, he got more than he bargained for.  He got 
what became the succinct statement of all that God expects of His people.  Jesus answered 
him: 
 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the 
Law and the Prophets. [Matthew 22:34-40] 
 

 God is love.  And His greatest command is that we love Him and love our neighbor.  It 
sums up everything else His Word tells us about how to live.  And don’t let anyone tell you 
that the God of the Old Testament was a violent, angry God, and the God of the New 
Testament is a God of love.  Jesus was quoting the Old Testament in both of these Great 
Commandments.  Loving the Lord our God comes from Deuteronomy 6:4-7; and loving our 
neighbor comes from Leviticus 19:18-19. 
 
 I would guess that most Christians can recite the Great Commandment and the 
Second Great Commandment.  And whether they can or not, most Christians talk about love 
all the time.  We know it is what we are supposed to do.  But we wrestle with what it actually 
means to love God and to love our neighbor.  We wrestle with just how far we have to go.  
We even wrestle with how God can command us to have an emotion.  How can you order 
someone to love someone else?  This is the 21st Century.  Aren’t we supposed to be about 
the business of fulfilling ourselves so that everybody can be happy? 
 
 Let’s look at some of these things today, seeking a deeper understanding .  For if 
these are the Greatest Commandments, fulfilling them ought to be the driving force of our 
lives. 
 
 There are a couple of initial thoughts that need to be addressed.  The first is about the 
emotion of love.  Love is not just a feeling.  It has a feeling component, and it is a strong one.  
But it is also about action.  Love is both what we feel and what we do.  Neither the feeling nor 
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the action is complete without the other. 
 
 When I was in the 10th Grade, I was a shy 16-year-old.  I was buried in the second 
clarinet section of the high school band, and my hobby was coin collecting.  I fell in love that 
year.  I fell for the first-chair oboe player in the band.  Not only could she play that horn.  But 
she looked even better than she played.  And I fell hard.  I thought about her all the time; I 
lost my appetite; I imagined her to be the perfect woman.  But I never breathed a word to her 
about how I felt, or to anyone who might possibly tell her.  Was that true love?  It was a 
pointless exercise that did nothing for the beautiful oboe player, and left me totally frustrated. 
 
 Many years later, it happened to me again.  I fell in love with a young woman named 
Lynne.  But this time, I asked her out on a date.  I started seeing her often.  We got to know 
each other.  We declared our love for each other.  And we got married and became one flesh.  
And my life became her life and her life became mine.  She loved me enough to help me find 
a deeper faith in Jesus.  And I loved her through the crises in her life. 
 
 Love is both feeling and action.  And we need to note that loving God is not the same 
as loving your spouse.  And loving your spouse is not the same as loving your neighbor.    
And yet, in true love, there always lurks the one question:  what does God want?  What does 
He want when He tells us to love Him?  And what does He want for those He commands us 
to love? 
      
 Let’s look first at what it means to love God.  Do the feelings come first, or does the 
action come first?  What makes us love God?  Do you love God because He gives you the 
desire of your heart?  Janis Joplin’s old song comes to mind:  O Lord, won’t you buy me a 
Mercedez Benz? (Recorded 1970) 
   

• What if doesn’t deliver?   

• What if His time line is too slow?   

• What if He withholds some of those things you desire?   

• Can you still love God? 

  Where does the love feeling come from with a God who commanded us to love Him?  
It comes from knowing Him.  Love is a relationship, and every instance of love that God 
commands requires a relationship to be established.  In the case of loving God with our 
whole heart, soul and mind, God has shown us how to do our part in developing that 
relationship.  It requires that we begin by acting.  It so happens that the first four of the Ten 
Commandments are a guide to loving God. (See Exodus 20:1-11) 
 

• We are to worship only Him.   

• We are to have no other idols.   
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• We are not to take His name in vain.   

• And we are to keep the Sabbath day holy.  

 To love Him is to worship Him, and Him alone.  Worshipping God means to apprehend 
His glory, His excellence, His power, His love, His mercy, His goodness.  Worshipping God 
means to recognize that all our blessings come from Him.  Worshipping Him is to praise Him 
and thank Him.  And when we do all those things, there is only one emotion that can descend 
upon us.  And that is the elusive thing we know as the emotion of love.  By obeying God and 
worshipping Him, we come into the presence of glory so majestic that we can only fall humbly 
to our knees and say, “Father I love thee, I praise thee and adore thee, glorify thy name in all 
the earth.”  And then there won’t be any confusion about what loving God means.  Then we 
will have come to know God.  
  
 As Paul says in the Letter to the Colossians, I want to know God.  Everything else in 
my life is garbage compared to the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
(paraphrase of Philippians 3:8) 
   
 To know God is to love Him.  And in order to know God, we must act.  We must obey 
the Greatest Commandment.  We human beings balk at being ordered to love God.  But it 
makes perfect sense that He would command it.  He is the one who created us.  He is the 
one who knows what makes us whole.  We are so burdened down by our fallen nature that 
our hearts are seeking everything else but God.  We are caught up in rebellion against Him.  
But when we heed His commandment, we draw near to Him.  And He promises that if we 
seek Him with all our heart, we will find Him. (Jeremiah 29:12)  The more we know of God, 
the more we desire Him.  The more we love Him.  We come to the point where He is 
everything to us.  We love Him with our whole heart and soul and mind and strength.  That is 
what God wants for us. 
 
 And when we love God that way, everything else will flow from that.  Everything else is 
summed up, Jesus says, in the second Greatest Commandment, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”  Now there is something Christians scratch their heads over:  What does it mean to 
love yourself?  Didn’t we learn in Sunday School that we are not supposed to be self-
centered or selfish?  So what does Jesus mean by loving ourselves?  And how can that be 
the touchstone of loving our neighbors?  The confusion comes from what the world says 
about love.  The world says,  
 

• You’re number one. 

• Go for all the gusto. 

• It may cost a little more, but you’re worth it. 

• Fulfill yourself. 

• Don’t let anything get in your way. 



4 
 

 Is this what it means to love yourself:  to be the center of your universe?  Not in God’s 
eyes.  What does God want for you? 
 

• He created you in His image.  He wants that image to be perfected in you.   

• He created you to be in an intimate and life-giving relationship with Him.  He wants 
that relationship to be developed. 
 

• He created you to be with Him forever.  He wants you to be saved. 

 If we love ourselves, we want those same things.  We want God’s will to be fulfilled in 
our life, so that it can be the glorious jewel that God intends. 
   
 Now, what about our neighbors?  What does God want for them? He wants the very 
same thing: 
  

• He wants them to blossom in His image.   

• He wants to have an intimate relationship with them.   

• He wants them to be with Him and enjoy His presence forever.   

To love them is to want what God wants for them, and to do what we can to make it happen. 

 What does that consist of?  Well, first and foremost, they have to know God.  Contrary 
to the lies and distortions of the world, knowing God is not just one choice among many.  
  

• Knowing God is the only pathway into the truth.  

• It is the only way to be what you were made to be.   

• It is the only entryway to true joy and fulfillment and meaning in life.   

• It is the beginning of a life that never ends,  

• a life of glory that never diminishes, 

• a life of peace that surpasses all human understanding.   

Who wouldn’t want all that? 

 And yet, much of the world flounders around on the road to death, either wondering 
what it all means, or concluding that life has no meaning at all.  What little bits of joy they can 
find are fleeting.  What peace they are able to manufacture for themselves is artificial.  What 
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truth they grab onto, if they admit that truth exists at all, falls apart in their hands. 
 
 Doesn’t that tear at your heart?  What you possess as a disciple of Jesus is the real 
thing.  Don’t you want that for everyone?  That should be our passion:  to want what God 
wants for them.  And in order to act on that, love means that we have to introduce them to 
God.  That is why our mission statement is “To know Christ and to make Him known to 
others.”  To truly know God is to love Him with our whole heart and soul and mind.  And to 
truly love our neighbors is to share that love relationship with them, so that they, too, can 
enjoy the real life that God promises to all who know Him.  
  
 God has been directing my heart lately toward our younger neighbors:  children and 
youth.  We all say we love them.  I’m sure most of us have warm feelings toward children.  
But when you look at what has happened, it is clear that the Church has not acted out that 
love.  The statistics on what is happening to children raised in the Church are devastating.  
Between 80 and 90% of Christian children lose their faith when they go away to college.  Why 
is that?  It’s because they don’t know God well enough to stand up to the lies of the world.  
And the reason for that is that we haven’t loved them well enough. 
 

• We haven’t taught them the faith in enough depth. 

• We haven’t established deep enough relationships with them that they can talk about 
their doubts and their struggles. 
 

• Their parents do not teach them the truth about God. 
 

• And parents do not require their children to go to Sunday School. 
 

  We adults are good at pizza parties; and we’re good at being their friends.  But if they 
go away from home and lose their saving relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, can we 
honestly say we have loved them well?  Shouldn’t that break our heart as much as it does 
Jesus’ heart? 
 
 A group of us from St. Stephen’s are being trained this weekend on ministry to high 
school kids.  We are exploring a way that we can establish some kind of club that will provide 
that relationship that our Christian children need in preparation for adult life.  I came home 
from Friday night’s session aching in my heart for the kids of this current generation.  
  

• They are bombarded by constant information and messages from a sick culture.   

• They are immersed in a culture of pornography and self-expression through sex.  

• They are being flooded with distorted ideas about justice and equality and truth.  

• And through the social media, they have a ton of superficial relationships, but few if 
any real, live, loving, meaningful relationships.  
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• Most teenagers today are isolated and lonely.  

• And they will never hear enough of the truth about God out there in this culture to 
come to know and love Him.   
 

 We who know God have to pass it on to them in parental love.  We have to 
passionately want what God wants for them, and to do what we can to make it so.  
  

• God wants every one of these kids to blossom in His image, in which He created them. 

• God wants them to know Him intimately. 

• He wants them to be with Him forever. 

That is what God wants for every one of our neighbors, no matter who they are.  
  

• It applies to the people we reach out to in faraway lands where the Gospel has not 
been heard.  
   

• It applies to the Muslims who worship a false God and do not know that Jesus is God’s 
Son.   
 

• It applies to the people with whom our four members are spending the weekend at 
Buckingham prison. 
   

• It applies to the folks in the Lancaster Jail that our members visit and preach to.   

• It applies to the kids we minister to in the Good News Club at Northumberland primary 
school. 
   

• It applies to anyone who comes into the thrift shop needing a comforting word and a 
listening ear.  
  

• It applies to anyone you run into in the grocery store or the gas station, to whom you 
can say, “May I pray for you?” 
   

 The love of God is the greatest gift we have to offer the world, and God has 
commanded us to share it.  And if we love the Lord our God with our whole heart, soul, mind 
and strength, we will want what He wants, and we will be prepared to do what we can to 
make it happen.  We will love ourselves.  And we will love our neighbor.  And the God of love 
will be glorified. 
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