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The Lord Says, “Listen to Me.” 

 
Text:  Revelation 3:14-22 
 
 “Follow me; trust me; listen to me” – three things God says to us as He seeks a deep 
relationship with us.  He seeks our love.  He seeks our joy.  He seeks to guide us.  He seeks 
to save us.  He seeks to give us life.  And so, He says, “Follow me; trust me; listen to me.”  
And if we do, He uses us for His glory. 
 
 We have been exploring this spiritual reality in sermons and Bible study.  This coming 
week on listening to God will be our fourth and final week of this study.  Today, I want to 
spend some time thinking with you about listening to God.  
  
 My text could be any one of hundreds in the Bible.  But I have chosen Revelation 3:14-
22.  Please turn to that passage in your Bible. This is one of the seven letters to the churches 
in Asia Minor.  Jesus gave these messages to John the Evangelist as part of what we know 
as the Book of Revelation.  This particular message is to the church in Laodicea.  Jesus is 
rebuking the Christians there for being lukewarm.  They have no zeal.  They have no ardor.  
You can imagine them as people who belong to a worshipping community simply for the 
social value of it.  They may be good at fellowship, but they have no sense of mission.  They 
may be regular at worship, but their hearts do not soar as they worship the living God.  Jesus 
says that, because they are neither hot nor cold, He spits them out of His mouth.  
  
 He is using as harsh a rebuke as any He gives to the seven churches.  He’s not just 
talking about spitting out sunflower seeds the way the baseball players do.  The word He 
used means vomit.  In effect, He is saying, “You make me sick.” 
 

....I spit you out of my mouth.  For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I 
need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and 
naked.  [Revelation 3:17] 
 

 What have they done that is so bad?  They have reserved all their zeal and ardor for 
having a high opinion of themselves. They have not listened to what Jesus has told them.  He 
says very plainly in the Gospel, “Apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)  Jesus is 
bursting their bubble.  But He isn’t abandoning them. 
   

I counsel you [He says] to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become 
rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve 
to put on your eyes, so you can see. [Revelation 3:18] 
 

 Jesus is cleverly referring to the things Laodicea prided itself on.  It was a wealthy 
town, because it was located near a natural hot spring.  The lime in the water was especially 
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good for bleaching cloth and for making a healing salve that was used on people’s eyes.  But 
notice Jesus says, “Buy from me gold refined in the fire.”  What is He referring to?  He is 
saying I have things to say to you and show you that are pure gold, and you are missing them 
because you are not listening to me.  He wanted them back.  He wants that intimate 
relationship with them which He had at one time.  And He is offering them white garments, 
which later in the Revelation we will see as a sign of salvation.  And He is offering them 
salve, which will heal their eyes so they can see what He has to show them. 
 
 Finally, and most poignantly, Jesus says these memorable words:  
  

Here I am!  I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. [Revelation 3:20] 
 

 Hear my voice.  Listen to me.  And your reward will be that I come into your house and 
bless you.  Jesus has so much to say to us.  And apart from Him we can do nothing.  We are 
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  In today’s Gospel reading we saw Jesus on the 
mountain with Peter, James and John, and He was transfigured.  And out of the bright cloud 
came the voice of the Father, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love.  With Him I am well 
pleased.  Listen to Him!” (Matthew 17:5)  Listen to Him.  God has so much to say to us, and 
He wants us to listen. 
 
 Why?  What does God want so much to say to us?  He wants to give us the truth.  
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.”  (John 14:6)  I am the way.  Follow Me.  I am 
the truth.  Listen to Me.  I am the life.  Do these things and you will live.  Without the truth of 
God, what we do on this earth is but a pale imitation of life.  We breathe.  We eat.  We 
procreate.  We scrape out an existence.  But without God’s truth, we go around in a fog of 
lies: 
 

• Lies about whether God exists at all 

• Lies about where we came from 

• Lies about what matters in life 

• Lies about the purpose of life 

• Lies about what will make us happy 

• Lies about what is right and moral 

 God is working overtime to redeem this world from sin and death and evil.  He is 
rescuing us from the lies and giving us life through His truth.  And in order to hear His truth, 
we have to listen to Him.  He is standing at the door and knocking.  We need to hear Him and 
let Him in.  He is also, generously and graciously, giving our lives special meaning by 
involving us believers in His mission.  We need to hear what He is saying to us about His 
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plans for us if we hope to enjoy that special meaning.  Otherwise, we will be like the church in 
Laodicea. 
 
 How do we listen to God?  The first thing, of course, is to listen with your heart as you 
read God’s Word.  He has revealed to us an infinite treasure of His wisdom, His guidance, 
His truth, and His commands in the Bible.  He has shown Himself to us, and He has exposed 
who we really are.  He answers all those questions about the purpose and meaning of life, 
what matters, what will make us happy, and what is right and moral.  But, unless we come to 
His word in the right attitude, we might as well not even bother.  If we treasure God’s Word 
for what it is—a gift from the God of all Creation, the God of love—we will come with this 
attitude: 
 

• We will trust that what it says is true. 

• We will expect it to speak powerfully to us. 

• We will bow to what it says, whether we like the message or not. 

 And when we read the Bible that way, it will change us, challenge us, correct and 
convict us.  It will also surprise and delight us.  And we will find ourselves hungering for more.  
When we come to the Bible trusting, expectant and humble, we find that it has the answers to 
most of the questions that we face in our personal lives. 
 
 Imagine a sixteen-year-old girl.  She has a boyfriend.  She thinks she is in love.  Her 
boyfriend has been pressuring her to have sex with him.  Some of her friends, especially the 
non-Christian ones, say well of course she should say yes.  But she’s not sure.  There are a 
lot of reasons it would be a mistake.  But it isn’t as complicated a question as all that.  The 
Word of God tells her what the right answer is.  God forbids sex when it is not between a man 
and a woman in marriage. 
 
 If people would bow before the Word of God on this one issue alone, our society would 
be very different. 
   

• We wouldn’t have so many girls dropping out of school before graduating. 

• We wouldn’t have so many single parents struggling in poverty. 

• We wouldn’t have an epidemic of sexually transmitted diseases. 

• We wouldn’t have marriages falling apart because of adultery.   

• We wouldn’t have an epidemic of pornography. 
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• We wouldn’t be confused about what marriage means and who should be able to 
marry. 
 

The point is simple.  Hearing from God requires that we listen to His Word in the Bible.   

 The second way we listen to God is in prayer.  This, too, is pretty obvious.  But we 
have a tendency to pray in a way that isn’t much like listening.  We ask God for things which 
He knows we need before we ask.  We pile up words to keep talking.  But do we take time to 
be silent before God and ask Him to speak to us?  Does it make any sense for us to go on 
and on when God has things to say to us that are pure gold?  In the Book of Samuel, when 
God was calling out to young Samuel in the night, the priest Eli told him to answer, “Speak, 
Lord, for your servant is listening.”  (See I Samuel 3:1-21)  That is a good way for us to 
approach God.  Such prayer takes time.  It requires quieting ourselves.  We can’t limit our 
prayer time to blessings at meals and expect to hear from God.  But hearing from God is so 
precious that it is worth making time in our busy day, no matter what it takes:  time to be still 
before Him and seek His face and listen for Him to speak.  “Speak, Lord, for your servant is 
listening.” 
 
 Now, it is rare for God to speak to us in words that are starkly clear.  Sometimes He 
does.  I remember praying in the middle of the night one night before coming to St. 
Stephen’s.  I asked God what He wanted me to do as pastor of this congregation.  He kept 
me there waiting for almost an hour.  But He said very plainly, “Love them.”  I was bowled 
over, because it is such a rare thing in my life.  It seems like incomplete instructions.  It 
seems like the kind of thing you might say, “Well of course, love them, but what else?”  And 
yet the power of that message has carried me through many crises over these past 18 years. 
 
 Sometimes God is even more subtle.  He speaks to us through mere nudges in our 
spirit.  He may plant an idea for us to explore something that we might not otherwise have 
been moved to pursue.  Often He speaks to us through giving us a sense of peace.  John 
Wimber tells of how he started a church believing that it was to be a place of healing.  For 
several years, they prayed, and no one was healed.  He asked God often if he was on the 
wrong track.  But finally, God gave him a sense of peace about hanging in there and waiting.  
In God’s timing, the healings began.  And what came out of it was the Vineyard Christian 
fellowship with 1500 churches worldwide.  The peace that John Wimber experienced is a gift 
from God, whose Son promised to give us a peace that the world cannot give. (John 14:27) 
 
 God speaks to us in many ways.  Keep in mind that He has created us to be in 
community.  And He calls us together in Christian communities, where we worship, work, 
study, play and pray together.  In this community, God speaks to us through each other. 
   
Next month, the vestry will begin considering, “What name does God want for this 
congregation?”  It may be “St. Stephen’s,” or it may be something else.  How do we decide?  
We know the name of God’s things are important.  His Word tells us that there is power in a 
name.  We are seeking His guidance in community.  The vestry has invited everyone in the 
congregation who is interested to come and discuss the matter at the vestry meeting on 
Wednesday, November 12.  And if it is clear that we are to seek a new name, everyone will 
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be invited to submit their suggestions, along with an explanation of how that name would fit 
what God is doing with us.  We believe that God will speak to us through one another.  
  
 On individual matters of discernment as well, the community can be a big help to us in 
hearing from God. 
 

• How does God want me to use my gifts? 

• Should I go on the mission trip to which I have been invited?  

• Is it time for me to take on a leadership role? 

• How can I best share the Gospel with my reluctant neighbor? 

These are all things about which God might well speak to you through the community of love 
here at St. Stephen’s.  I have sat down with many of you to talk about such things.  We 
discuss such things in home groups and Bible studies.  It is always important to consider the 
spiritual maturity and the godliness of those who give you advice.  But what they have to tell 
you can be a help in moving you along in your decisions. 
 
 As you seek God’s guidance in your life, be prepared for Him to push you toward 
something you don’t think you will like.  He is a good God.  He loves you.  He knows what He 
made you to be.  So also trust that, if He is indeed calling you to do something you don’t like, 
He will change your attitude about it if you let Him. 
 
 J. I. Packer, in His book, God’s Plan for You (Crossway Books, Wheaton, IL 2001), 
says we ought to always begin by asking ourselves, “What is the best I can do for God?”  
Often, we will know an answer just by asking that question.  But again, be prepared for God 
to surprise you.  You may have no idea how good your best can be, but God does.  That is 
why Ward LeHardy passed out the little cards for our building campaign.  On one side, we 
write, “What do I think I can give to build this church?”  And on the other, after Bible study and 
prayer, write what you would like to be able to give.  That may well be the best you can do for 
God. 
 
 Seeking God’s face and hearing what He is saying is a critical part of the life of the 
Christian. 
   

• We do it through going deep into His Word with a receptive and expectant heart.   

• We do it by praying.   

• We do it through communicating with our fellow believers in this community of love.  

It is good Christian practice to check everything out with God through scripture, fellow 
Christians and prayer.  Always prayer—fervent, listening prayer.  Just this week, I heard Del 
Tackett of “The Truth Project” share an image on prayer.  He said, 
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I have often thought, if I really believed that when I went before God in prayer, I was 
really walking into the throne room, and God is leaning forward with His arms out and 
says, “Come closer, let’s talk....”   If I really believed that, I wouldn’t have trouble 
praying.  I’d have trouble getting up and leaving. [From The Truth Project, DVD series, 
lesson 1 (Focus on the Family )] 
 

 Going to God for His truth is the greatest privilege, and the greatest blessing.  He is 
the Creator of this vast universe.  He is the one in whom we live and move and have our 
being.  He is the one without whom nothing exists.  And yet, He wants to have a personal, 
intimate relationship with us.  And He always has time for us.  In fact, Jesus stands at the 
door and knocks.  And if you hear His voice and open the door, He will come into your life 
and bless you immensely. 
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