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Text: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Aha Moments 
 

 The Magi from the east represent some of the iconic images of the Bible.  We 
picture three of them on camels, making their way over the sand dunes, bound for 
Jerusalem.  We picture them bowing and kneeling before the baby Jesus in a stable in 
Bethlehem, holding out gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  We modern folks tend to 
ask a lot of factual questions about such things: 
 

• Who were these Magi?  Were they astrologers, as the word “magi” suggests? 
 

• Where in the east were they from?  China?  India? Mongolia? 
 

• How many of them were there?  You notice the text in the Bible doesn’t say.  
Legend has it there were three.  In fact, most of us can recite names for them: 
Caspar, Melchoir and Balthazar. 
 

• Where exactly did they find Jesus and his parents?  We like to put the magi in 
the stable in Bethlehem.  But it doesn’t say that.  It says that the chief priests and 
teachers of the law told King Herod the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem.  
But the Magi found Him somewhere over which the star came to rest.  We don’t 
know if Jesus and His parents were still in Bethlehem, or had gone back home to 
Nazareth.  Verse 11 tells us that they were in a house. 

 
 There are lots of questions one could ask about this story.  But the important 
question is, what did it mean?  That meaning becomes clear as you read the entire 
Gospel and grasp its message.  These Magi were Gentiles.  They came from afar 
because of ancient prophecies.  They came looking for the king of the Jews.  The Magi 
represented the nations.  And the message of their coming to worship Jesus was that 
one day every knee would bow – in heaven and on earth and under the earth – and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 
(Philippians 2:10-11).  The message of the Gospel is that Jesus died on the cross for 
the sins of the whole world.  He is the Savior of the whole world—not just the people of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but every sinner who bows before Him and repents and 
believes that He is the Savior. 
 
 We call this visit of the Magi the “Epiphany.”  This whole season, which will 
extend over the next eight weeks, is the season of Epiphany.  The word “epiphany” 
comes from a Greek word which means “to reveal or to make manifest.”  When an 
epiphany occurs, God reveals and someone receives that revelation. 
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• It was an epiphany for the Magi when they saw the star and recognized what it 
meant.   
 

• It was an epiphany for King Herod when the Magi came into his royal chamber 
and asked where to find the one born King of the Jews.  He took this very 
seriously, although his response was an evil one.  His sudden awareness was 
that the prophecies of a coming Messiah had been fulfilled.  And he was greatly 
threatened by that.  He sent out his troops to make sure they found him and 
killed him.  And that was the beginning of the opposition that would one day lead 
Jesus to the cross. 
 

• To the reader of the Gospel, the coming of the Magi is an epiphany, because we 
get the message that God has come into our midst for the sake of the whole 
world. 

 
 If the Magi, who were not even part of God’s family, the Hebrew people, had this 
epiphany and believed, what about us?  Are we able to perceive what God is doing?  
Are we able to perceive His hand working miraculously among us? Do we have 
moments of recognition when our spirits are able to rise above the mundane 
happenings of our lives and know God in more fullness?  God reveals Himself over and 
over.  These epiphanies are there to be had:  dawning awareness; moments of sudden 
recognition; “aha moments.”   
 
 One kind of epiphany is the moment when you accept Jesus as your Savior and 
you turn your life over to Him.  But that is not the end of the epiphanies.  God continues 
to reveal Himself to us.  At such moments, we find ourselves saying things like: 
 

• Jesus is lord of my life—not just a source of blessing, not just a friend to whom 
we pray, but the one who calls the shots. 
 

• This was a miracle. 
 

• Jesus is right here with me. 
 

• I couldn’t have done this without God’s power working in me. 
 

• This is God’s plan for me. 
 

• It is an aha moment when you realize that God put a certain person in your life so 
that you could witness to him about Jesus. 
 

• It is an aha moment when you suddenly admit that something you have been 
doing is wrong. 
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• It is an aha moment when you recognize why God has put you in a particularly 
challenging spot. 

 
 The question for this morning is this:  How do you make sure you do not miss it 
when God is revealing Himself to you—when He is holding out before you a potential 
epiphany? 
 
 The first thing is to pay attention.  When I say, “Pay attention,” I mean to see the 
things that go on in your life through eyes of faith.  Why do you think that God does 
miracles all the time in places like Africa and Asia.  It is because those people have 
taken God at His word that He is a God of miracles.  They expect miracles.  They 
interpret the world through the knowledge that God does things that are beyond our 
power.  Here, however, we live in a different context: 
 

• We are surrounded by a worldview that doesn’t accept divine answers to the 
questions of life. 
  

• We have so much, we don’t need daily miracles to get by. 
 

• We are so accomplished that we have solved our problems with technology and 
medical expertise. 
 

 The person of faith who gets caught up in all that is going to miss the miracles 
God does.  It’s too easy to explain things away and say, “That wasn’t God’s doing.”  But 
I remember asking once how many of you had witnessed a miracle, and the vast 
majority of hands went up.  Well, God does more miracles than even we admit.  We 
should be constantly on the lookout for them. 
 
 The other thing I mean by “pay attention” is that we are going to have far more 
aha moments with God if we ask ourselves constantly, “What is God trying to tell me?  
What is He trying to show me?”  What is the deeper meaning of this thing that has 
happened? 
 
 I’ll give you an example from our life together.  A little over seven years ago, this 
congregation took a vote to separate itself from the Episcopal Church.  It was a clear 
choice.  The vote was 75%.  Now, we clearly did this ourselves, using our own concept 
of majority rule.  But on a deeper level, it was God’s doing.  He led us through a 
discernment period, and He gave us the necessary determination and courage. 
 
 Many things have happened to us since that vote.  How do we look at those 
things?  Do we simply say that decisions have consequences, and stand up valiantly 
and take our medicine?  Or do we look for what God has been doing in those things, 
and why He brought us down this road?  
  
 On just about this date in 2007, we found that all our bank accounts had been 
seized by the former members of our congregation.  It was about $360,000, gone in an 
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instant.  We tried to get the money back, but the bank froze the funds, and nobody was 
able to touch them for the next five years.  Do we hold a grudge and fuss about how 
wrong that was?  Or do we see how God provided?  Never did we miss a payment on a 
bill or an employee’s paycheck.   
 
 We went through a five-year lawsuit, which we ultimately lost.  The court’s 
reasoning was illogical.  We decided not to appeal, but to give up the rights to all our 
property and move on.  Was that a smart thing to do?  Would it have been better to 
spend more money going to the Supreme Court?  Or was God leading us to take the 
lesson from those five years and go on down the road with Him?  And if so, what was 
He telling us? 
 
 A recent article in “World” Magazine talked about what has happened in the 
Episcopal Church.  The caption said, “In breaking with the Episcopal Church, many 
Anglican congregations have lost beautiful buildings but gained something greater.”1 I 
think God has been grooming us.  He is telling us to trust Him.  He is telling us to keep 
our focus on what He wants to do with the gifts He has given this congregation.  And He 
is telling us that He will provide all we need to accomplish what He calls us to 
accomplish. 
   
 Now we are building a church.  I am convinced that God has asked us to do this.  
It’s not because I want to do it.  It is because we, your leaders have been constantly 
asking what God is doing, and what He is telling us.  And that leads to the second thing 
that helps us be sure we don’t miss the epiphanies that God wants to give us.  And that 
is to ask God.  Just ask Him.  After all, God is a communicating God.  He wants to 
speak to us.  The Bible is convincing proof of that.  Here, in one place, is a treasure 
trove of God’s revealed truth:  about Himself, about the world, about us, about what He 
is doing and what He is going to do.  It is full of God’s promises.  And He makes Himself 
available to us in prayer.  Jesus gave us the example of prayer.  He taught us how to 
pray.  His apostles wrote in the New Testament that we should pray constantly.  For the 
message of the Bible is that if you seek God, you will find Him.  
 

• “Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You 
will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 
29:12) 
 

• Jesus said, “Ask and you shall receive. Seek and you will find.  Knock and the 
door shall be opened to you.  For whoever asks will receive, and whoever seeks 
will find.  And to the one who knocks, the door shall be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8) 

 
 If you want to know God better; if you want to see His hand at work; if you want 
to get a handle on what He is doing in your life, and what His plans are for you—ask 
Him. Seek His face.  We call that discerning prayer.  Ask God to show you these things.  
And be persistent.  Sometimes it takes Him a while to answer.  If you want to know 

                                            
1 Jamie Dean, “Tydings of Discomfort and Joy,” in World, December 28, 2013. 
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about something, you do research, don’t you?  You go to the library.  You go online. 
You ask people who ought to have the answers.  Well, that is what we ought to be doing 
with God.  If we want to know something, we seek Him in His Word, and we seek Him in 
prayer.  The more prayer, the better.  For the more we pray, the better we know God.  
And the better we know God, the easier it will be to perceive what He is saying and 
doing in our life. 
 
 Pay attention.  Ask God.  And the third thing that opens us to the epiphanies God 
offers us is to surrender to God.  I can tell you from experience:  if you don’t make up 
your mind in advance—before you ask Him to show you something—nothing will be 
clear to you.  If you don’t like what He tells you, or if you are afraid of it, you will 
rationalize, you will equivocate, you will reinterpret, and you will procrastinate. 
 
 A few minutes ago, I listed some typical aha moments that Christians experience.  
Perhaps you noticed that they all had something in common.  They were all doorways to 
a next step.  We worship and serve a dynamic God.  He has created a dynamic 
universe.  He expects our lives to be dynamic.  He always has a next step for us: 
  

• to deepen our faith, 

• to grow in our trust of Him, 

• to do things to serve His Kingdom, 

• to strengthen our love 

• to become more like Jesus 

 Do you remember the parable of the talents that Jesus told? (Matthew 25:14-30)  
The master went away on a trip and left three servants some money to work with while 
he was away.  To one he gave 5 bags of gold, to one two, and to the other one bag of 
gold, according to their abilities.  When he came back, he was pleased with the ones to 
whom he had given the five and the two bags of gold, because they had doubled his 
investment.  He gave them additional responsibilities and authority.  But the third 
servant had buried his gold, afraid of losing it.  And that’s all he had to give back to the 
master.  The master was furious with him.  This parable is about our dynamic God.  He 
gives us everything we have, and His expectation is that we will make something of it. 
 
 That, of course, means that God is going to be asking things of us.  He is going 
to be stretching us.  He will be calling us into situations where we will have to count on 
Him to make possible what He wants us to do.  That is why, before we even ask Him 
what He wants from us, we should determine to go where He says to go and do what 
He says to do.  Otherwise, our response to Him may be, 
 

• I didn’t hear you right. 
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• Or, I can’t do that. 

• Or, not just now, maybe later. 

 And then the aha moment will pass, and you will be left thinking, “God never 
speaks to me.  God never does miracles in my life.  God is so hard to interpret.” 
 
 I don’t mean to suggest that it is easy to hear or understand God.  It takes work.  
Lots of things get in the way.  God doesn’t send you registered letters in 14-point type.  
But He has His own way of communicating that we learn to understand clearly.  That 
means we should keep plugging away.  Pay attention to what He is doing.  Ask Him to 
speak clearly to you.  And make up your mind to surrender to His will.  And the aha 
moments, the epiphanies, will begin to multiply.  Moments of illumination from the 
Creator and Savior of the world: 
 

• the one who makes the light shine in the darkness; 

• the one who said, “I have come that you may have life, and have it in 
abundance;”   
 

• the one before whom every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. 

  
© Jeffrey O. Cerar, 2014 
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