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Text: Colossians 2:6-10 
 

The Good Life:  Accessing God’s Wisdom 
 

 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were 
taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  8 See to it that no one takes you 
captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human 
tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. 
9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you 
have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 
[Colossians 2:6-10] 
 

 For the past five weeks, I have been talking about the Good Life.  I have defined 
the Good Life as the life of a Christian, which has a quality about it that only God can 
give it.  And He gives it that quality because He loves us, and has saved us for a life of 
meaning, purpose, joy and love, both now and for all eternity.  
  

• We have talked about the freedom we have in the Good Life in Christ.   

• We have talked about the honor of working together with God.   

• We have talked about operating in God’s power.   

• We have talked about intimacy with Jesus.   

 And today we are going to look at one more aspect of the Good Life:  “accessing 
God’s wisdom.”  In short, the Good Life is to know the truth—the truth about God, the 
truth about ourselves, and the truth about what God is doing in this world.  “I am the 
way, the truth and the life,” Jesus said.  “No one comes to the Father except through 
me.” (John 14:6)  When you are rooted and built up in Jesus, you know the truth. 
 
 This passage we read from Colossians this morning is one of many warnings in 
the Bible about counterfeit truth.  “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow 
and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental 
spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.” (Colossians 2:8) 
 
 First, I’d like to take a look at the wisdom we receive from God that informs us 
and everyone who accepts God’s truth.  We will contrast that with the hollow and 
deceptive philosophies of this world.  And then we will look at accessing God’s wisdom 
in our personal walk with Jesus. 
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 Man is a thinking being.  We are rational.  We respond to the world with 
questions, analysis, schemes, and plans.  This sets us apart from the other creatures 
that populate the earth.  For we alone are inclined to ask the important questions: 
 

• Where did we come from? 

• What is the purpose of life? 

• How are we supposed to live? 

• Why is there evil in the world? 

• What is our destiny? 

 To be human is to want the answers to those questions.  When the Bible speaks 
of hollow and deceptive wisdom, it is referring is the attempts to answer those questions 
without reference to God.  As the scripture says, such wisdom “depends on human 
tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world, rather than on Christ.”  Human 
tradition:  the self-deception to which human beings are prone.  Elemental spiritual 
forces of this world:  the lies of Satan.  Over the millennia, people have developed 
mythologies to address the questions of life.  They have developed religious systems.  
They have developed scientific and philosophical systems.  When it comes to the deep 
questions of life, their answers are, without exception, fanciful and unsatisfactory. 
 
 But there is only one God.  And the answer to the first question, Where did we 
come from? is that God created the heavens and the earth.  And that same God desires 
to communicate with the people He has made.  And so He has given us the Bible.  It 
answers all five of those questions: 
 

• He created us. 
 

• The purpose of life is to love Him and enjoy Him forever. 
 

• The Bible gives us guidance on how to live, from the maker Himself, who knows 
how He made us to live.  
 

• There is evil in the world because of the Fall, in which human beings chose to go 
their own way instead of God’s way. 
 

• And our destiny is, that if we accept His offer of redemption through faith in His 
only Son, we will enjoy the eternity with Him for which He made us.  And if we 
reject that offer, we will suffer an eternity without Him. 

 
 There was a time in western civilization when God’s wisdom was understood and 
accepted by the vast majority of people.  And such wonderful knowledge led to most of 
the things that have made us civilized—our laws, our universities, our literature, our 
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art, our music.  But that has all changed.  Christian values are no longer considered a 
relevant or meaningful part of the public debate on policy matters.  Biblical answers 
are not considered a legitimate part of the search for knowledge in academia. 
 
 As a result, the prevailing philosophy of western civilization gives us false and 
hopeless answers to the five questions of life. 
 

• Where did we come from?  Life came about by chance, and we evolved from 
single-cell organisms. 
 

• What is the purpose of life?  There is no purpose, other than to survive. 
 

• How are we supposed to live?  There are no universal principles to answer such 
a question. 
 

• Why is there evil in the world?  There is no evil, because there is no such thing 
as absolute right and wrong 
 

• What is our destiny?  Life happens, and then you die.  End of story. 

 This has happened so fast that many of us have trouble believing it is as bad as 
it is.  But it’s hard to miss the confusion that surrounds the way people think these 
days.  
  
 Take “political correctness,” for example.  Political correctness means eliminating 
language and practices which could offend someone.  It came about when Americans 
decided to be nicer people, and redress some bad behavior of the past.  But political 
correctness has become an integral part of our culture.  We used to joke about it; but it 
is rapidly becoming a matter of law. 
 
 Nowadays, the point of political correctness is that, because there is no right or 
wrong you can’t criticize someone.  And if life has no purpose, let’s at least reduce the 
stress on people by not offending them.  Have you ever considered that if Jesus had 
not offended anyone, He never would have been crucified?  And yet, it was God’s plan 
that the Gospel would be an offense, and Jesus would be crucified.  
 
 Another area of confused wisdom has to do with progress.  People talk about 
progress as a good thing.  But what is progress?  Presumably it means that things 
become better.  But if we can’t define good, how do we know what is better and what 
is not? 
  
 Charles Darwin is one of the heroes of modern western culture.  He came up 
with the theory of evolution, which allowed scientists to be what they called “objective.” 
He gave them a way to explain life without a Creator, so they could now search for 
truth without having to deal with religious belief.  But here’s a story that demonstrates 
what this human wisdom has led to. Most of us studied biology in High School from 
texts that taught evolution.  In almost every biology textbook was a series of drawings 
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of embryos of different animals from various parts of the invertebrate spectrum: fish, 
humans, chicks, salamanders, turtles, etc.  They all looked remarkably similar, offering 
convincing evidence of Darwin’s evolutionary theory.  The drawings were done by 
Ernst Haeckel, a 19th-century German biologist.  It was discovered, however, that 
Haeckel had made the drawings up.  And yet, you still see them in biology texts in our 
school system today.  The Executive Director of the National Center for Science 
Education was confronted with this, and she admitted that the drawings were faked.  
But she defended their use, saying, “The basic point that is being illustrated by those 
drawings is still accurate.” 1  
 
 It would be hard to make up a better illustration of what Colossians is referring to 
as hollow and deceptive philosophies.  Such is the wisdom of this world.  If it serves 
your purposes, you use it, whether it is true or not.  Worldly wisdom changes to suit 
trends and new ideas.  Truth is whatever you want it to be. 
 
 But the wisdom of God is trustworthy.  It doesn’t change.  The Bible tells us, 

    
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  He chose to give us 
birth through the word of truth,that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he 
created. [James 1:17-18] 
 

 That same book of James also tells us that the wisdom that comes from 
heaven is pure, impartial and sincere. (James 3:17) 
 
 So how did we come to the point that God’s wisdom is denied a seat at the table 
in public debate?  And how did we come to the point that academia insists on excluding 
God’s wisdom from the discussion of the important questions of life?  It is a long story, 
but the short answer is that you and I have been indoctrinated to believe that our faith is 
a private matter.  We have been persuaded in school as children that wisdom resides in 
two spheres.  The private sphere is where religious belief belongs; and the public 
sphere operates on the basis of fact.  Our values have been relegated to the private 
sphere on the grounds that they are not truth; they are matter of personal choice and 
opinion. 
   
 I have said that the Good Life includes knowing the truth given us by God.  But 
do we live the Good Life by enjoying our private stash of God’s wisdom?  Didn’t Jesus 
answer that when He told us not to hide our light under a bushel? (Matthew 5:14-16) He 
does not expect us to be like those celebrities who have fabulously valuable jewelry, 
which they keep locked up in a safe, and they wear lookalikes when they go out in 
public.  God’s truth is our treasure.  It is supposed to go with us and express itself in our 
entire life.  The life of a Christian is supposed to transform the world. Being in 
possession of this precious gift, the truth of God, we are to interpret the world for those 
who do not have God’s truth. And God will transform the culture, not by our good 

                                            
1 Eugenie Scott, in Documentary Film, Icons of Evolution, by Jonathan Wells. 
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example, or our quiet enjoyment of the truth.  He will transform the culture by our 
interaction with the world. 
   
 When you read the public speeches of Abraham Lincoln, you can see how his 
Biblical worldview is evident in everything he said.  In his Second Inaugural Address, 
President Lincoln sought to interpret for the people why God was letting them suffer the 
tragedy of a long civil war.  Here are some of his words in that address: 
 

The Almighty has His own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offenses; 
for it must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the 
offense cometh." [Luke 17:1] If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of 
those offenses which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, 
having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that 
He gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by 
whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine 
attributes which the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him? 
   Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may 
speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by 
the bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and 
until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with 
the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether." [Psalm 19:9] 
 

 We are not all destined to be Presidents of the United States.  Not all of us are 
called to be lawmakers or missionaries or martyrs or authors of books.  But God gives 
us all His truth as His gift to give away, thereby transforming the world.  People like 
Truett Cathy, the founder and CEO of Chick-Fil-A, and David Green of Hobby Lobby, 
have taken their Christian worldview and structured their businesses according to God’s 
Word.  And you will say, “Look what they are going through.  Chick-fil-A is being 
boycotted; Hobby Lobby is spending millions on lawsuits.”  True enough: the Good Life 
of the believer is not an easy life.  But it is good, because, as our scripture this morning 
says, “In Christ we have been brought to fullness.” (Colossians 2:10)  God’s Word is 
precious in the speaking.  And God’s Word is precious in our acting upon it.  
 
 That raises an important question which all Christians confront:  how are we 
supposed to know what God wants us to do?  Yes, we have the Bible to tell us what He 
says is right and what is wrong.  We have all the commandments of Jesus that guide 
us.  But what about the moment by moment choices we have to make that are not 
commanded or forbidden by the Word of God?  The answer is that this, too, must come 
from our conversation with God. 
 

• James says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” (James 1:5) 
 

• Jesus said, “Ask and you shall receive.  Seek and you will find.  Knock and the 
door will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7) 
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• Jesus promised to send us the Holy Spirit who will guide us into all the 
truth. (John 16:13-14) 
 

 Now, again, as all of you well know, this is not an easy process.  God’s Word 
tells us everything we need to know for salvation; but there are a lot of other things we 
would like to know that He doesn’t tell us.  In the same way, the Holy Spirit gives us 
God’s wisdom, but: 
 

• He doesn’t always answer as quickly as we would like. 

• He doesn’t always make it as clear as we would wish. 

 I think I know the reason for that.  You can find it in the Bible where Jesus 
explained why He taught in parables.  He wanted people to have to work at it, because 
their hearts were not fixed on God.  They had grown calloused.  Their eyes were dull 
and their hearing was muddled.  And if they struggled to discern the meaning of the 
parables, the wisdom they would discover there would be a prize to them.  Jesus wants 
us to value the wisdom He gives us.  And He wants us to spend time with Him to obtain 
it.  
  
 Last week, when I talked about intimacy with Jesus, I pointed out four ways to 
seek that intimacy: 
 

• Prayer 

• Worship  

• Bible Study 

• And fellowship with other believers. 

 That is just what Jesus is encouraging us to do in accessing His wisdom:  seek 
Him in prayer; worship Him; study His Word; and spend time with other believers who 
love Him.  That, my friends, is the Good Life.  Not the easy life, but the good life.   
 
 God has spoken eloquently.  And what He has said is, “I love you.  I love you so 
much that I sent my only begotten Son into the world, so that everyone who believes in 
Him may not perish but have everlasting life.”  He loves us so much that He doesn’t just 
want to rescue us from our sins.  
  

• He wants to set us free to follow Him.  
 

• He wants us to be His partners in His glorious project of redeeming the world.  
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• He wants to bless us by exercising His awesome power through us, acting in 
faith as He directs.  
  

• He wants us to be intimate with Jesus.  
  

• And He wants to share His wisdom with us for our benefit and for the 
transformation of the world.  That is the Good Life.   
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