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Text: Luke 10:1-12, 16-20 
 

The Good Life:  The Honor of Serving God 
 

 It seems the culture wars that swirl all around us are escalating.   
 

• There seems to be nothing that everyone believes.   
 

• Our consensus on moral behavior has blown apart.   
 

• Christians can no longer count on getting a sympathetic hearing for our 
expressions of faith.   
 

Underlying this chaos is a foundational issue.  And that is the issue of worldview.  
Christians who hold a biblical worldview understand the world in a way that makes 
sense, gives hope, endows our life with meaning, and blesses us with joy even when 
things aren’t going so well.  
  
 But there is another worldview that does just the opposite; and it has invaded the 
minds and hearts of our world.  This is the worldview that is presented in our academic 
institutions, and is portrayed in much of the media.  This worldview is based on the 
supposedly scientific assertion that all of life has come about by accident, and human 
beings have evolved from simple, single-cell organisms.  According to this view, there is 
no Creator.  
  
 Now you may say, “Nonsense.  I don’t believe that, and most people agree with 
me.  But while we weren’t looking, this worldview has infected every sphere of life—the 
arts, the media, philosophy, politics, social science.  This is why we who hold a Biblical 
worldview are so much misunderstood, mistrusted, and disdained.  This is why so many 
attempts are being made to put a lid on us. 
 
 We can live with that if we have to.  But the thing that breaks our heart is that we 
know the truth, and the truth is diametrically opposed to this ridiculous understanding of 
life and the universe.  And this worldview not only prevents people from seeking God, 
but it closes their minds to Him.  And it leaves the inhabitants of this globe with no 
meaning, no purpose, no hope, and no destination.  One of the most respected 
philosophers of the 20th Century, Bertrand Russell, figured this out long ago. In a 1929 
essay at the age of 47, he wrote that this view of reality that science describes leads 
only to despair.  He said, man’s “origin, his growth, his hopes and fears, his loves and 
his beliefs,” are all meaningless.  Sadly, being an agnostic, Bertrand Russell believed 
we are simply stuck with this depressing prognosis. 
 



2 
 

 Well, we are not.  The life for which God created us is bursting with meaning.  
God created us for His purposes.  Our life has meaning because God loves us and 
intends for us to enjoy His presence and glorify Him forever.  And even now, as we 
Christians are being redeemed and transformed, He has given us a mission that gives 
our life meaning—deep meaning which has eternal consequences for the billions of 
people on our planet. 
 
 That is what I want to talk about today.  This is the second installment in a series 
about the Good Life.  And the message I bring today is that one aspect of the Good Life 
is the honor of serving God. 
 
 In our reading from chapter 10 of Luke’s Gospel, we see Jesus sending disciples 
out to the towns and villages on a mission.  He did this earlier with the twelve; now He 
has sent out 72 others.  Their mission was to heal the sick and to proclaim the good 
news that the Kingdom of God had come near. (Luke 10:9)  They had a successful 
adventure.  They returned with great exuberance, with accounts of how the very power 
of God was at work in them.  “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” (Luke 
10:17) 
 
 Jesus answered that, yes, He had given them a great deal of power.  But what 
they should rejoice about is that their “names are written in heaven.”  What should 
excite and energize them is the fact that—  
 

• God had singled them out for this important work, 

• and that they are known to God,  

• and their names are written for all eternity in heaven. 

 What Jesus is pointing out to His disciples is that God had given them a great 
honor.  The master of all creation, the King of the universe had enlisted them to do 
something of great importance for Him.  To put this in context, let us look at what God is 
doing in the world, and how He has chosen to do it. 
 
 God spoke a word and all things came to be.  His creation was incredible.  It was 
beautiful; it all fit together; it all made sense.  He looked at all He had made and He saw 
that it was very good. (Genesis 1:31)  The pinnacle of His creation was man.  Male and 
female He created them.  And the Bible tells us God created them in His own image. 
(Genesis 1:27)  He blessed them by giving them a job to do.  He told them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.” (Genesis 1:28)  He put them in the 
Garden of Eden and told them to till and keep it. (Genesis 2:15)  
 
 We are only two chapters into God’s Word when we see that all did not go well 
with these human beings.  They disobeyed God, and disaster fell upon the world.  And 
the whole rest of the Bible is the story of how God has gone about bringing this world 
back to the perfection for which He made it.  To recognize just how God has honored 
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us, despite the colossal disappointment we have been to God, let’s consider what His 
options were when things went so terribly wrong. 
 
 He could have said, “That’s it.  I’m going to pull the plug on this project.  But He 
didn’t do that.  He loved the world too much. (See John 3:16) 
 
 On the other hand, God could have fixed the whole thing in one wave of His 
hand.  He has the power to do that.  God can do anything.  But He didn’t do that either, 
did He?   
 
 Being infinitely creative, God had thousands of options available to Him that we 
cannot even dream up.  But the one He chose tells us volumes about God, and about 
how He regards us human beings.  What God chose to do was to redeem His creation 
through a process that uses human beings ourselves to make it happen. 
  

• He chose a man named Abram to become the father of a people God would call 
His own.   
 

• Then, over many centuries, God developed, nourished, disciplined, and taught 
this people what it meant that they belonged to Him. 
 

• They never did quite get the message that His purpose for them was that they 
would bring the whole world back into a family of people who loved and glorified 
God. 
 

• But out of those people, God brought a Savior.  He did it in a miraculous way.  
He sent His only Son, Jesus, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a woman.   
 

Jesus defeated the power of evil and brought healing and forgiveness to all who would 
believe in Him.  And He created a family of believers who would go out into the world 
and make Him known.  And to all who came to know Him, and who believed that He is 
the Son of God, He gave the right to become children of God. (John 1:8) 
 
 So how is the whole world supposed to come to know God?  The Bible asks and 
answers that question: 
  

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can 
they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!” [Romans10:14-15] 
 

 How beautiful are our feet, because God has chosen us to bring the Good News.  
That is God’s plan, and that is the method by which God intends to redeem the world.  
That day when the 72 disciples came back from their mission, they were overjoyed.  
They were flush with excitement at having experienced the power of God working 
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through them.  And what Jesus wanted them to see was that God had honored them by 
using them for this work. 
 

• It was an honor, because there is no more important work in the universe than to 
restore God’s creation. 
 

• And it was an honor, because God didn’t have to use people at all to accomplish 
this.  But He did. 
 

• And thereby, God has endowed our life with meaning.   
 
As we go from day to day, we are not simply accidental organisms eating to stay alive 
and propagating our species out of impulse.  We are God’s handiwork, whom He 
created for His purposes.  And we are partners with the living God, who has given us 
the great honor of serving alongside Him in His plan to redeem the world.  That is why 
Paul says, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 10:17) 
 
 When I was a small boy, barely more than a toddler, I used to follow my dad 
around the house.  He was somewhat of a handyman.  He fixed things.  I’m sure I was 
often in his way.  But he never made me feel like a nuisance.  He would give me little 
tasks, like holding his screwdriver, or putting my finger on the rope when he tied a 
knot.  He didn’t need me to do those things, but he made me his little helper.  I would 
say, “Look, Mommy, Daddy and I fixed the washing machine.” 
 
 Later, as I grew, he would teach me how to do things, and I was actually useful.  
But from the earliest times, I felt like a full member of the family, and I felt the honor of 
it. 
 
 That kind of mirrors our relationship with God.  He doesn’t need our help.  
Sometimes, if anything, we are in the way.  But He loves us, and He cherishes His 
family, the Body of Christ.  And so, from the earliest days in our walk with Him, He 
gives us tasks.  He honors us by enlisting us in His work.  He counts on us to help 
each other become mature in our faith, so that we can be ready to do harder tasks, 
with more significant consequences.  And God never sends us out there alone. 
   

• He equips us with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

• He protects us from the power of the enemy. 

• He gives us words to speak. 

• He gives us the fruits of the Spirit, so that we can express His grace. 

• And He provides for us. 
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 Everyone in a congregation is called upon to embrace the honor of serving God.  
He has given each one of us gifts that enable us to serve Him in our own unique 
ways.  
  

• Some are kind and merciful, and they love to reach out to people in need. 

• Some are smart and scholarly, and they love to help people go deeper in their 
understanding of the faith. 
 

• Some have a heart for those in jail who have made bad turns in their lives. 

• Some are courageous, and want to travel to dangerous places to tell the lost 
about the love of Christ. 
 

• Some have a gift of hospitality, and make everyone feel welcome. 
 
 Jesus has been quite clear with us as to how we can serve Him as His disciples: 

• Clothe the naked, 

• Feed the hungry, 

• Visit the sick, 

• bring hope to the prisoner, 

• welcome the stranger,  

• Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all nations, 

• pray for those who are not saved, 

• cast out demons, 

• bring God’s power of healing  into people’s lives. 

• And stand firm in the truth of the Gospel. 

 God has chosen us to do those things on His behalf, and it is an honor to be His 
hands and feet.  And it is an honor for our congregation to take what God has given us 
and to be a blessing to the other Christian congregations in our community.  Our vision 
is that we are a leader in equipping the saints of the Northern Neck for Ministry.  It is a 
vision of Christians working together for the purpose of spreading the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  What an honor it is to be God’s instrument as: 
 

• A center for learning; 
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• A center for prayer; 

• A center for support of the family; 

• And a witness for racial harmony in our community. 

 And what an honor it is that God has called us to build Him a church.  Ten years 
ago, when we began to take a stand for the truth of the Gospel, we didn’t know where it 
would all lead.  Would we lose members?  Would others join us?  What would happen 
to the other churches with whom we were in league:  would we all stay together 
somehow?  During all that time, we have been asking God, how do you want to use us?  
How do you want us to serve you?  And He has guided us at every step.  Now, we are 
in the process of building a church.  It is an ambitious project these days to build 
anything.  We aren’t building the Taj Mahal.  But we are building a facility that will 
accommodate what God wants to do with us.  And we are building something that will 
reflect well on the God we serve.  It will be beautiful, and it will say to the world, “God is 
alive and well, and His people invite you in.” 
 
 There are a few who are afraid of this project.  How can we afford it?  How much 
debt will we have to incur?  Will the maintenance costs be too much for us?  But I want 
to say to you, God has honored us by giving us this task.  He is not going to leave us 
stranded on the side of the road.  He has already provided wonderfully, and He will 
continue to do so.  He has given us leaders who are wise and faithful, and who will 
make good decisions.  Now is the time to trust in Him, and to submit ourselves to the 
truth that what God wants done, He makes happen.  He does it through his imperfect 
human beings.  But it is God who does it.  We can simply raise our hands in praise and 
thank Him because our names are written in heaven.  Our life is rich with meaning.  God 
has honored us, and if we must boast, let us boast in the Lord.  For He has done 
marvelous things, and holy is His name.  
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