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What a joy for Meg and me to be here again. We were here last fall when you were kicking off 
your capital campaign and what a joy to be here today as you break ground for a new church! 
 
Thanks to Jeff. I praise God for your leadership, for your passion for the Gospel and your love of 
God’s people, for your heart for this community and for those who need to know the love of 
Christ. Thanks also to your clergy and staff team and to George and the Vestry. I thank God for 
you all. 
 
I bring you greetings from our Archbishop, Archbishop Bob Duncan. I will be with him in just a 
few weeks at the meeting of the Provincial Council, along with Ward LeHardy, our Diocese’s 
delegate, and I’ll be giving him a report on all that the Lord is doing among you. 
 
Have you ever said to yourself, “If only I had been there with Jesus, then I’d be so much stronger 
as a Christian!” 
 
If only I had been there when Jesus healed the sick, what great faith I’d have! 
 
If only I had been there and walked on water, what boldness I’d have in serving Jesus! 
 
If only I had been there when Jesus explained the Scriptures, what insight and understanding I’d  
have! 
 
If only I had been there when Jesus rose from the dead, what certainty I’d know in my Christian 
life! 
 
If only Jesus would appear to me in my bedroom at night, then what a powerhouse for God I’d 
be, there’d be no holding me back! 

 
Have you ever thought things like that? Well, I have. The problem with all that is, it’s not true. 
Experiencing all those things firsthand would not make you the Christian you want to be or that 
God wants you to be. Jesus’ closest friends, the ones known as his apostles, they experienced all 
those things—they were there when Jesus healed the sick, they experienced his miracles, they 
heard him explain the Scriptures, they saw him risen from the dead and had him appear directly 
to them—but Jesus said to them, “You are not ready. Wait. You need what my Father promised. 
You need to be clothed with power from on high. You need to be baptized in the Holy Spirit.” 
 
You see, believing in Jesus isn’t enough to enable us to live the life God intends for us. Even 
seeing Jesus face to face isn’t enough. We need the promised Holy Spirit. 
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Today is the Day of Pentecost, the day that the Holy Spirit came in power on those first 
followers of Jesus. Pentecost means “fiftieth,” and it was observed 50 days after Passover. Jesus 
died on Good Friday and then rose from the dead on the following Sunday, what we call Easter 
Day. Then for 40 days he appeared to his disciples here and there throughout Palestine. Then on 
the 40th day, he ascended to heaven. He rose out of their sight and did not appear to them again. 
He ascended, not because heaven is literally “up there,” but because it communicated to his 
followers that he was leaving for good, he was returning to his Father in heaven. If he had simply 
disappeared one more time, they would have been left wondering, “When do you think he’ll 
come back again?” But because he left in such a different and dramatic way, he left no doubt in 
his followers’ minds that this was his final farewell. 
 
But he didn’t leave his followers on their own. He had told them on the night before he died that 
He would send them a helper. In fact, He said that they’d actually be better off without Him and 
with the Helper. He said in John 16:7, “I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, 
for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” 
 
The Helper whom Jesus promised to send is the Holy Spirit.  
 
The Holy Spirit is God. As we say in the Nicene Creed, He is the Lord, the giver of life. The 
Holy Spirit is the personal, moral, active, powerful Lord God present in the world and present 
within the Christian. 
 
Some think the Holy Spirit is an impersonal force, like “The Force” in Star Wars. “The Force be 
with you, Luke.” But the Holy Spirit is NOT like the Force. The Force is said to have a light side 
and, what, a…“dark side.” But in God, the Bible says, there is no darkness at all. And the Force 
is impersonal, like a magnetic field. But the Holy Spirit is personal; we can know the Holy Spirit, 
we can grieve the Holy Spirit, we can experience intimacy with God through the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit is the personal, moral, active, powerful Lord God present in the world and 
within the Christian. 
 
The Holy Spirit can be everywhere at once, working through each and every Christian. When 
God became human in Jesus Christ, He was limited to being in one place at a time. When Jesus 
was in Bethlehem, He wasn’t in Nazareth; when He was on the Sea of Galilee, He wasn’t in 
Jerusalem. When Jesus was on earth, only a few people at a time could encounter Him. But the 
Holy Spirit indwells every Christian believer everywhere and that’s why Jesus said that we’re 
better off having the Holy Spirit. 
 
I get to visit St. Stephen’s once or twice a year. If Jesus were still on earth, how often do you 
think he’d visit St. Stephen’s? That’s why Jesus said we’re better off without Him but with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
The Bible shows us the many wonderful things the Holy Spirit wants to do in our lives. Here are 
some of them: 
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The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin. That means the Holy Spirit shows us where we have fallen 
short of what God desires for us so we can turn and be forgiven.  
 
The Holy Spirit points us to Jesus, helping us to understand that Jesus is the Son of God so that 
we can confess Jesus as our Lord and become a Christian.  
 
The Holy Spirit unites us to Christ and makes us a member of the Body of Christ.  
 
The Holy Spirit gives us confidence that we belong to Christ and assurance that we will be with 
Him for all eternity. 
 
The Holy Spirit teaches us the truth, particularly by illuminating the Bible as we read it. After all, 
the Holy Spirit inspired the Biblical writers in what they wrote, so having the author living 
within us to help us understand it is a marvelous thing! 
 
The Holy Spirit produces fruit in us, making us more like Jesus. The Holy Spirit changes our 
character to be more Christ-like, bringing forth in us what the Bible calls the fruit of the Spirit, 
which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
 
The Holy Spirit also gives us gifts, supernatural abilities to enable us to do whatever God wants 
us to do: gifts like teaching and administration and healing and serving and miracles and 
wisdom. 
 
The Holy Spirit equips us to tell others about Jesus, to witness to the transformation He has done 
in our own life, so that others will be drawn to Christ, as well. 
 
And the Holy Spirit helps us to pray, guiding us in how to pray, empowering our weak prayers so 
that God will accomplish His purposes through us. 
 
All these are things the Holy Spirit wants to do in and through us in the lives of others. 
 
Now, all Christians have the Holy Spirit, but we still need the Holy Spirit. All Christians are 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit, but we are also to be filled with the Holy Spirit, empowered by the 
Holy Spirit. Romans 8:9 says, “If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong 
to Christ.”  
 
That means, if you’ve given your life to Jesus, you have the Holy Spirit.  
 
But there’s more.  
 
There’s more power to enable us to live the life we long to live. There’s more power to enable us 
to triumph over adversity and temptation.  
There’s more power to enable us to reach out and make a difference in the world around us. 
 
After Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to His disciples, He breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” But Jesus didn’t immediately send them out to tell others the amazing 
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news that He was alive. No, Jesus knew that first they needed the Holy Spirit to fill them and 
empower them. So Jesus told them, “Wait, there’s more! And don’t leave town without it!” 
Actually, that’s a paraphrase. What Jesus said was, “I am sending the promise of my Father upon 
you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24:49). 
 
And what a difference the Holy Spirit made. What a difference between the apostles on their 
own, and the apostles renewed and empowered by the Spirit of God. 
 
On March 28, 1990, Chicago Bulls basketball legend Michael Jordan scored 69 points in a single 
game. The Bulls’ lead was so big that in the final minute Coach Phil Jackson put in Stacey 
King—a seldom used rookie substitute. King scored two meaningless free throws. Some years 
later he was asked by a reporter, “What’s been the highlight of your career?” To which King 
replied, “It would have to be the night Michael Jordan and I combined to score 71 points!” 
 
The Apostle Peter might well have felt the same way. On his own, he was a failure, a coward, a 
broken sinner who had betrayed his Lord. But restored by Jesus and filled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit, Peter brought thousands to repentance and faith.  
 
Yes, all Christians have the Holy Spirit. But all Christians need the Holy Spirit. We need to be 
filled and filled again and again because, as many have pointed out, we leak.  
 
The Holy Spirit came upon the disciples on the Day of Pentecost like a mighty rushing wind, 
filling them and empowering them. We heard that this morning in Acts Chapter 2. But then turn 
the page to Acts Chapter 4 and it says, “Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them…” Turn 
the page again and we read that when they had prayed, “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” They were filled and filled and filled 
again. 
 
That rings so true to me out of my own experience, because I was one of those “breathed-on” 
Holy Spirit Christians. I grew up in a Christian home. I had Christian parents who showed me 
the love of Jesus when I was very young boy. And I knew that I belonged to Jesus and I knew 
that I wanted to live for him and serve him. But the church I grew up in never taught me about 
the Holy Spirit and I really wasn’t taught the Scriptures as I should have been, so I didn’t know 
the truth about life in the Holy Spirit.  
 
And, because I didn’t find the reality of the supernatural presence and power of God in the 
church, I began looking elsewhere. Spiritually speaking, like the country music song, I was 
“Looking for Love in All the Wrong Places.” I got involved in things that we would now call the 
New Age Movement: astrology, numerology and mind sciences and so on. In college I took 
Transcendental Meditation training of Maharishi Mahesh Yogi—that’s where you repeat a 
mantra over and over again. Now, they told me it had no spiritual content; it was just a relaxation 
technique. But that’s a lie! 
 
The mantra they gave me was the name of a Hindu deity who is a demon. Let me tell you that 
inviting a demon into your life over and over and over and over and over again is not a good 
thing to do. Don’t do that! But I didn’t know that wasn’t a good thing to do. I wasn’t rebelling 
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against the Lord, I just didn’t know any better, I hadn’t been taught. And I was yearning for more 
of the reality of the Holy Spirit.  
 
When the Lord called me to ordained ministry I went before the Standing Committee of the 
diocese, a very young, naïve kid. They asked me all kinds of questions and when they got 
through they asked me if I had any questions of them. And to show you what a young, naïve kid 
I was, I thought that meant I got to ask them questions. And so I said, “Yeah, I’ve got a question: 
why is it we pray to God the Father through God the Son and seem to leave God the Holy Spirit 
out of it completely?” Dead silence. No one said a word. Everyone looked really uncomfortable. 
Clergy needed to get things out of their briefcase under the table. No one would make eye 
contact. This went on much too long and finally a lay member of the group said, “Well, sounds 
like you’ve asked a good question. Maybe you’ll go to seminary and find out the answer and 
come back and tell us.”  
 
Well, I went to seminary and I didn’t learn the answer to the question. I read a lot of books on 
theology, but you can appreciate I wasn’t asking some esoteric question about the history of 
Anglican liturgics. I was hungry for an authentic encounter with the reality, power and presence 
of God. And when I got to seminary, what I learned was not about how to experience the reality 
of the Holy Spirit. What I was taught was that the Holy Spirit is controversial. I was told, “There 
are people who are into all that kind of stuff and we are not among them. You want nothing to do 
with that.” And I bought it. And I remember that as a senior in seminary I was on the admissions 
committee and a couple came for admission. I interviewed them and they were clear in what they 
shared that the Holy Spirit was a living reality with them. And to my shame what I told them 
was, “You don’t belong at this seminary. You should not come here.” I’m embarrassed by it, but 
that’s what I did.  
 
But you can probably also appreciate that that didn’t make the hunger and the questions go away. 
I was yearning for more. And it wasn’t until I was ordained and came to Virginia that I really 
met people who were living and walking in the Spirit, people who introduced me to the reality 
and presence and life of the Holy Spirit. And, by God’s grace, He brought me to the place where 
I was prepared to kneel and ask a wonderful woman that I knew, an older lay woman that I knew 
and respected, to pray for me to be filled and empowered for the Holy Spirit. It changed my life.  
 
At that point, I’d been ordained for four years, and as much as I yearned for people to come to 
Christ, no one had ever come to Christ through anything I had done or said. I longed for that. I 
remember as a young priest I would preach and older people would kind of pinch my cheek and 
say, “Oh you’re a fine young man, you’re going to be great priest some day.” It was sweet, but 
nobody ever came to Christ. And I’d teach classes and people would say, “Oh, I love to hear you 
teach.” But, nobody’s life changed. And I would go visit people in the hospital and they would 
say, “Thank you for coming.” But nobody ever got healed.  
 
I knew there was more, and I longed for more. And then, by God’s grace, He touched me and 
filled me when I surrendered afresh to Him. And things began to change. And though I didn’t 
know any better, and nothing was different as far as I was concerned outwardly, the Lord began 
to work in new and deeper ways. People, uninvited, started coming into my microscopic little 
office, fall on their knees and ask to give their life to the Lord. Nothing in my seminary training 
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had prepared me for such a moment. The first time it happened I actually tried to talk the person 
out of it because I really had absolutely no idea what to do. I knew it wasn’t me doing this; this 
was God. But the Lord is good and He empowers us to do everything He asks us to do.  
 
This Church is called to reach this community and beyond with the transforming love of Jesus 
Christ. But don’t for a minute think you can do it without the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
 
God never intends for us to fulfill our purpose in life through our own power and strength. In 
fact, God never asks us to do anything without giving us the tools and the power to accomplish 
it. What parent would expect a child to do a household chore, like cutting the grass, without 
providing the necessary tool, a lawn mower? What boss would ask employees to do their job 
without giving them what they need to accomplish it? (Some of you are probably thinking, “My 
boss!”) But if imperfect parents and bosses understand that you need to give someone what it 
takes to do an assigned task, how much more will our loving God give us everything we need to 
do what He wants us to do.  
 
But we need to ask God for it. 
 
Sometimes well-intentioned Christians say, “You get what you need from God.” But that’s not 
true. God will not force Himself or His blessings on us. Jesus told a story about a man who went 
to the Temple to pray, but he wouldn’t humble himself to confess his sins and ask God for 
mercy. He needed forgiveness, but he wouldn’t ask God for it, and so he didn’t receive it. (Luke 
18:9-14). 
 
A man came up to Jesus seeking eternal life. Jesus saw that he was in bondage to his wealth, so 
Jesus told him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 18:22) But the man refused and 
walked away. He needed salvation, but he wouldn’t follow Jesus, and so he didn’t receive it.  
 
King Asa of Jerusalem was afflicted with a terrible disease in his feet. But the Bible says that 
“Even when the disease became life threatening, he did not seek the Lord’s help.” (2 Chronicles 
16:12) King Asa needed healing, but he wouldn’t ask God for it, and so he didn’t receive it. 
 
We don’t always get what we need from God. But we do get what we admit we need from God. 
You see, the biggest obstacles to our receiving from God are our pride and our refusal to give up 
control of our lives to God. So often we try to be self-reliant and self-sufficient, but that attitude 
keeps God away. He wants to help us, but we have to be willing to ask for his help and receive it.  
 
In just a few minutes, I’m going to pray specifically for those being Confirmed and Reaffirming 
their faith in Jesus that they be strengthened and empowered by the Holy Spirit. But I invite all 
of you to come to the prayer teams and ask them to pray for the Holy Spirit to touch your life in a 
new and fresh and deeper way.  
 
All Christians have the Holy Spirit. And yet there is always more of God’s goodness available to 
us as the Holy Spirit comes in power. And after I’ve prayed for them, I’m going to invite you 
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who wish to pray with me for the Holy Spirit to touch your life in a new and fresh and deeper 
way.  
 
As Jesus promised, “If you, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him” (Luke 11:13). 
Amen. 
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