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Text: Luke 24:5-7 
 

New Destiny, New Perspective, New Freedom 
 

 Alleluia!  Easter Day has finally arrived.  We build up to Easter with the long 40 days of 
Lent.  This year, Lent was in the dead of winter.  They were cold, dark days, and they 
seemed to drag on.  But now, Easter has come.  Now this great hall echoes with our 
Alleluias.  Why are we so jubilant?  Is it just that we are tired of the darkness and the long 
wait?  Or is it something more?  
  
 The two angels who greeted the women at the empty tomb on Easter asked, “Why do 
you look for the living among the dead?”  With that question they delivered the thrilling news 
that Jesus was alive.  
  

He is not here; He has risen!  Remember how He told you, while He was still with you 
in Galilee: “The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be 
crucified and on the third day be raised again.” [Luke 24:5-7] 
 

 Christ is alive!  I am sure that the women who received that astounding news that 
morning did not comprehend its full implications.  They remembered that Jesus had said this 
would happen.  They ran back to tell the apostles.  But surely, they did not yet realize that if 
Jesus was alive, then they were too—alive in a way they had never been before—alive in a 
way that meant the devil and the grave had lost their power over them. 
 
 But that is precisely what had happened.  It wasn’t just that Jesus, their beloved friend 
and mentor, was back.  It was much bigger than that.  Jesus, by rising again from the dead, 
defeated death. And our Alleluias are about much more than the security we have in knowing 
that death is not going to be the end for us.  Our Alleluias are about the new life we have 
because Jesus died for us and rose again.  Do not look for the living among the dead.  Do not 
look for us in the dark pits of despair and hopelessness.  The Bible tells us that we who have 
given our lives to Christ have died with Him and have risen with Him to new life. (Romans 
6:3-4)  Let me linger with you for a few moments and consider what that new life is all about.  
When we rise again with Christ, we rise with—  
 

• a new destiny, 

• a new perspective and 

• a new freedom. 
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 There are three photographs on the bulletin board in my study at home.  One of them 
is a news photo, 
showing a 
firefighter heading 
away from a 
burning building.  
On her shoulder is 
a cat she has 
rescued from the 
fire.  The cat’s front 
paw is draped over 
the firefighter’s 
shoulder, and its 
claws are dug into 
her jacket.  The cat 
is looking into the 
camera, and its 
expression is 
priceless.  It is a 
combination of the 

terror and the relief of what had just happened to it.  I keep that picture because it reminds 
me of what Christ did for me.  He burst through that hideous barrier of sin and death, and He 
carried with Him everyone who clings to Him.  Before He did that, I was destined to perish in 
the burning building of this world.  But now that I cling to Him, I have a new destiny.  My 
destiny is no longer death but life.  My new destiny is life forever, intimate with the God who 
created me.  Jesus told us this was how it could be.  He said that the Father so loved the 
world that He gave His only Son, that all who believe in Him would not perish but have 
eternal life. (John 3:16) 
 
 Once it settles upon us just how much it means that Jesus rose from the dead, and 
that our destiny is to rise to new life with Him, we have a new perspective.  The perspective 
from which most people see the world is that we are only here for a short time, so we have to 
try to eke out of life the most we can.  The big question is, what is it we are supposed to eke 
out of life?  And who is to answer that question for us?  Without Jesus, we end up answering 
it ourselves.  And that means we doing nothing more than to follow our cravings.  If we like 
something, we try to have more and more of it.  Eventually, we discover it doesn’t satisfy us 
as we thought it would, and we move on to something else.  Or, we keep trying so hard that 
we become hooked on it, and everything else loses its meaning.  Most people who don’t 
know Jesus don’t believe in hell. They believe, for the most part, that when life ends, there 
simply is nothing.  And I ask you, Why isn’t that okay?  What’s wrong with life just ending in 
oblivion?  Well, what’s wrong with it is that it makes life meaningless.  What is the point of 80 
or 90 years of hard work to put bread on the table, do some procreating, enjoy a little leisure 
time, collect a lot of stuff,  and then—nothing?  The answer is that it makes life meaningless.  
And that’s how life is for many people:  life has no meaning at all. 
 
 But once you have clung to Jesus as He burst the barrier of sin and death, you have a 
new perspective that turns everything right side up. 
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• Life does have meaning.   

• Life is going someplace.   

• And as we get deeper into the revelation God has given us, we come to understand 
why He made the world,  
 

• and why He made us and put us in this world.   

• We begin to see the ways in which He has favored us.   

• We understand what He has rescued us from.   

• We understand what love is. 
 

• We still have heartbreak and tears and disappointment. 
 

• But when we come to know Jesus, who suffered immensely in order to save us from 
sin and death, we can see that He is with us in our suffering. 
 

• We learn how to be content, without regard to our outward circumstances. 

• And we begin to see that the things God asks of us have importance far beyond what 
appears on the surface.  And that gives purpose to our lives that transcends any 
meaning we could create on our own. 

 
 The second photo on my bulletin board is a close-up of a couple of newlyweds.  They 
are on their honeymoon.  The young man is about 30 years old.  He is handsome, with a 
stylish beard.  He is leaning up against the mast of a sailboat, and the halyard hangs down in 
front of him.  The woman is a beautiful Hawaiian girl, probably a little younger than her 
groom.  She is holding out her hand to the camera to show her diamond engagement ring 

and wedding band.  They are both smiling radiantly.  
What the picture doesn’t show is that the man has no 
arms and no legs.  He was born that way.  His name is 
Nick Vujicic.  He’s from Australia.  Nick grew up with 
loving parents who gave him everything they could.  
But life was very hard for him.  He was depressed as a 
boy, and contemplated suicide.  Then he found Jesus.  
He came to see that Jesus had died for him and had 
risen from the dead.  His whole perspective about 
what is important, what is possible, and what gives 
him joy was transformed. 
 
 Today, Nick Vujicic travels all over the globe 
talking about new life in Christ.  He brings 
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encouragement to people young and old, people who are struggling with disabilities, people 
with addictions, and people in prison.  He has shared the Gospel with millions of people, and 
nowadays, he does it with his wife Kanae at his side.  Last month they celebrated their first 
anniversary, and the next day, their first child was born. 
 
 Nick’s ministry is called “Life without limbs” (www.lifewithoutlimbs.org) and his slogan 
is “From no limbs to no limits.”  Life without limits: that is the new perspective of the believer 
saved by God’s grace.  As Jesus told us, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  And as the Apostle Paul testified, “I can do 
all things through Him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) 
 
 This new perspective gives us new life—a life characterized by joy and thankfulness.  
It is a life characterized by hope and contentment.  It is a life characterized by a peace that 
surpasses all human understanding. 
   
 When you come to understand life through your relationship with Jesus, He sets you 
free.  That is the third aspect of new life in Christ I want to share with you:  new freedom.  
You are free to be the person God made you to be.  You know, most people’s picture of 
freedom is that you don’t have to do what anyone else tells you.  Well, how about when the 
master craftsman who made you tells how you were made to function?  You may be unable 
to operate the way He made you to function because you are chasing after all kinds of things 
that are gumming up your works.  Is that freedom?  Or is it freedom when you are free to lay 
those things down, because now you have more satisfying, more important, more meaningful 
things to do? 
 
 And is it freedom to be striving all the time to live up to some standard you or the world 
has set for you?  It can be a real prison when you have to be the smartest, richest, most 
beautiful, most successful person you can.  How hard it is to keep up the image.  How hard it 
is to keep striving.  It only takes one little slip to send you back to the beginning.  But when 
you have clung to Jesus as He burst through the barriers of sin and death, you are free.   
 

• Free to do what God calls you to do with your life. 

• Free not to have to play it safe. 

• Free to do the small thing, the anonymous thing, because you no longer need the 
credit, you no longer need to impress anyone. 
 

• And with the help of the Holy Spirit, whom God has sent to every believer to empower 
us, we are free from having to respond to the obsessive cravings of the flesh. 

 
 A couple of weeks ago, Pope Francis was installed as head of the Roman Catholic 
Church.  He asked to be named for  St. Francis of Assisi.  St. Francis was a 13th century 
Christian who was probably one of the freest people who ever lived.  He was the son of a 
rich merchant.  He was an honorable knight who had fought in his state’s battles, and went 
off to the Crusades to win glory.  But only one day into his journey, God visited Francis in a 
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dream.  God offered him the new life, the new perspective and the new freedom of one who 
was saved by the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
  
 Francis came home and began to be transformed.  Eventually, he clashed with his 
father, who wanted him to be a respectable member of the merchant class and a partner in 
his business.  His father disowned him, and Francis gave up all his earthly possessions.  
His itinerant ministry to the poor eventually drew others to gather around him.  They 
became the order of brothers that today we call the Franciscans.  
  
 Francis of Assisi suffered illness and disapproval from his family.  He had to scramble 
for everything he needed for his ministry.  His order grew bigger than he wanted, and he 
was not a manager by nature.  When he went to Rome to seek the Church’s approval for 
his order, he met resistance.  But Francis was a joyful, content man, who lived a life of 
thanksgiving to God.  He was free.  And he is remembered with a great deal of love. 
 
 Jesus died and rose again, 
just so that you could accept His 
gift of salvation.  He burst 
through that hideous barrier of 
sin and death, and it is not too 
late for you to cling to Him.  
  

• Do you want the new 
destiny He offers you? 
   

• How about the new 
perspective of life in 
Christ?  Does that appeal 
to you?   
 

• Are you attracted by the 
new freedom only Jesus 
can offer? 
 

 Some of you may say, “No, 
actually, I’m enjoying my life 
without Him quite well, and I 
don’t need to get into all that.”  
Well, let me tell you about the 
third picture I keep on my 
bulletin board.  It shows Jesus 
riding on a white stallion, 
descending from the clouds.  He 
is wearing a crown, and His eyes 
are blazing fire.  This picture 
comes from the Book of 
Revelation, Chapter 19.  Here is 
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what it says about Jesus: 
 

Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  He will 
rule them with an iron scepter.  He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God 
almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:  King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. [Revelation 19:15-16] 
 

 This same humble Jesus, who made the ultimate sacrifice for us on the cross, is the 
King of kings. This man, whom the Father raised from the dead on Easter, is the Lord of 
lords.  He offers salvation as a free gift.  And He will let us turn it down if we would rather stay 
in the burning building.  But the Bible tells us it is His desire that not one of us should be lost. 
(I timothy 2:3-4; see also John 17:12)  If we are willing to be found by Him and put our trust in 
Him, He offers us eternal joy, eternal security, and a new life that is precious beyond 
measure.   
 Why do you look for the living among the dead?  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
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