
 
 

SERMON 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, January 20, 2013 

 
Text: Psalm 96:9 
 

Glorify God in Worship 
 

Declare the glory of the Lord among the nations.  
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised.  
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of His presence!  
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 [Psalm 96, verses 3, 4, 6 and 9] 
 

 These verses are from Psalm 96, which we read today.  It is a song of worship.  
It was originally sung by King David on the day when the Ark of the Covenant was 
brought up to Jerusalem and installed in a tent that had been constructed to be the 
house of the Lord.  David was thanking and praising God for His presence once again 
among His people.   
 
 Later, David’s son, Solomon, built the Temple for God’s dwelling place.  God 
expected His people to praise Him and worship Him there.  Inside the Temple was a 
veil, behind which was the Holy of holies.  That is where the Ark of the Covenant was. 
Only the anointed priests could go into the Holy of holies, and that is where they 
performed the Old Testament sacrifices.  The people could not go beyond that veil. 
 
 When Jesus gave His life for us on the cross, the veil of the Temple was torn in 
two.  And now, we are the house of God.  We, the Church, we the individual members 
of the Church, are able to enter into God’s presence.  And what do we do there? 
   

• We worship Him.   

• We praise Him.   

• We glorify Him.   

• We lift His name on high.   

• We declare His glory among the nations.   

• We extol the majesty and magnificence of His presence.   

• We worship Him in the beauty of holiness.  

 Today, I want to share a few thoughts with you about worship:  about what God 
wants from us, and what God gives to us in worship. 
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 When we come together to glorify God with our voices and our hearts, that is 
worship.  That expression, to “glorify God,” means that we acknowledge, honor and 
celebrate God’s glory.  God’s glory is that quality of God that is His alone:  His 
perfection, His love, His power, His mercy, His goodness. His glory shines so brightly 
that the Revelation tells us that, in the New Jerusalem, there will be no need for sun to 
light the day or the moon to light the night.  (Revelation 21:3) 
 
 God created us to glorify Him. (Isaiah 43:6-7) He created us to acknowledge, 
honor and celebrate His glory.  In fact, He created us to reflect His glory.  Jesus said 
“the righteous shall shine like the sun in the Kingdom of their Father.” (Matthew 13:43)  
Second Corinthians tells us that “We, who with unveiled faces, all reflect the Lord’s 
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory.” (2 Corinthians 
3:18) 
  
 That is our vocation as God’s people.  We glorify Him when we are His 
witnesses.  We glorify Him when we love our neighbors as ourselves and feed the 
hungry and visit the sick and those in prison, and when we declare God’s hope for those 
in despair.  And God calls us to glorify Him in our worship.  He calls us to come together 
as the Body of Christ and to worship Him.  Worship is important to God.  He told us the 
whole creation story in two chapters.  But His instructions to His people in the Old 
Testament took hundreds of verses.  And now that we, the Body of Christ, are where He 
dwells, our worship is of equal importance.  For worship is the only possible response to 
God by anyone who grasps the beauty of His holiness and the magnificence of His 
presence. 
 
 Jesus spoke about worship to the woman at Jacob’s well in Samaria. He was 
about to reveal that He was the Messiah, and He said,  
 

...a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. [John 
4:23-24] 
 

 The Father seeks worshipers.  And what He expects of us is that we worship Him 
in spirit and in truth.  What that means is that when we humble ourselves before Him 
and acknowledge His glory, we enter with Him into the spiritual realm.  We become one 
with the angels and archangels and all the company of heaven who praise Him day and 
night with one voice.  We enter the festival assembly of the cherubim and seraphim, the 
elders and the saints who cast their crowns before Him and sing,  
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty, who was and is and is to come.  You 
are worthy, our Lord and God to receive glory and honor and power... [Revelation 
4:8, 11] 
 

 Does this lift your understanding of what we are doing here to a higher plane?  I 
hope it does.  I once received an email from a stranger who had read on our website 
that worship is the most important thing we do at St. Stephen’s.  He was very critical of 
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that statement.  His perspective was that the purpose of the church is to do good works 
and make the world a better place.  When that is your perspective,  
 

• you are likely to come to worship on Sunday morning expecting a good show.   

• You are likely to complain that the choir messed up on one of the hymns,  

• or that the sermon was too long,  

• or that the altar guild got the wrong colors for this Sunday.   

• You are likely to focus on the mistakes in the bulletin, 

• or to count the number of people who are waving their hands in the air.  

But if you believe that God created us to glorify Him, not only in our acts of love and 
mercy, but in our corporate worship, then you come here to lift your praises to Him and 
to enter into His presence with thanksgiving.   
 
 In order to worship God in spirit and truth, your mind and heart have to be in the 
right place. 
 

• You are going to have to leave your personal agendas behind.   

• You are going to have come here ready to please God and not yourself.   

• You are going to have to lay down all bitterness, anger and unforgiveness, and 
be at peace with your brothers and sisters with whom you gather.  
 

• You are going have to seek God’s presence.   

And when you do, you will find Him, for He promises us, “If you seek me with all your 
heart, you will find me.” (Jeremiah 29:13) 
   
 The Christian who pays close attention in His walk with God will notice something 
very powerful.  When God commands something, He will pour out blessing on those 
who obey.  Many people think becoming a Christian means giving up all kinds of things 
of great value.  Someone told me this week about a friend who has come to believe in 
Jesus and wants to become a Christian.  But she is putting it off until a later date, 
because she doesn’t want to give up some of the things she values. 
 
 The reality is that when you live the Christian life faithfully, God endows that life 
with value.  He makes it a life of beauty, peace, meaning and joy.  That is because the 
person who lives obediently to God’s commands reflects God’s glory.  You have seen it.  
You can see it regardless of their circumstances.  They may be in good health or on 
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their deathbed.  They may be rich or scratching out a living. There is a brightness and a 
beauty that surrounds the life of a person who loves the Lord deeply.  
  
 The same is true in our worship.  When we glorify God with our voices and our 
hearts, when we worship Him in spirit and truth as He commands, He does wonderful 
things. 
   
 The first thing we find is that we delight in Him.  The psalmist says it for us:  “In 
[His] presence is the fullness of joy.” (Psalm 16:11)  You have felt it, I know.  We come 
out of worship glowing with joy and peace and hearts full of love, just from being in the 
presence of God. 
 
 And God’s Word assures us that He delights in us as well.   
 

You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of 
your God....  for the Lord will take delight in you... As a bridegroom rejoices over 
his bride, so will your God rejoice over you. [Isaiah 62:3, 4, 5] 
 

We are God’s treasure, and when we draw near to Him in worship, He delights in us.  
As I said earlier, we have the incredible privilege of being able to go right into the Holy 
of holies.  Jesus has destroyed that veil that once kept God’s people at a distance.  And 
as we come into His presence, we find that He ministers to us.  When God commands 
and His people obey, He showers blessings upon them.  In the blessing of His presence 
in worship, God strengthens us, encourages us and heals us.  
  
 Our worship in the Anglican tradition consists of several elements: 

• We praise God and thank Him. 

• We read God’s Word. 

• We confess our sins and pray to Him. 

• And we share the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion. 

 In each of these, when we are worshiping God in spirit and truth, we can feel Him 
ministering to our spirits. 
 

• He opens our eyes and guides us with His Word. 

• He speaks to us in our prayers 

• He assures us of the forgiveness of our sins. 

• He binds us together as His Body. 

• He nourishes our spirits. 
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• He renews His promise of eternal life with Him. 

 Right now, this morning, we are worshiping God here in Brinkley Hall, a place 
that has become holy because God is here.  Just yards away, another faithful 
congregation is worshiping God in the First Baptist sanctuary.  God’s presence is all 
over this place, and He is taking great delight.  The music here is different from the 
music in that sanctuary down the hall.  We have two different styles of preaching.  The 
offering is done in two different ways.  The Eucharist is done in two different ways. And 
yet we are very much the same.  Two groups of faithful Christians have gathered to 
glorify God with our voices and our hearts.  Two groups of people who love the Lord 
have gathered to worship Him in spirit and truth.  And throughout this day, in different 
time zones across this country, and in different places around the globe, God is present 
with people who are singing or shouting or chanting, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
almighty.”   
 

• Some are lifting their hands in praise and singing ecstatically, 

•  and some are sitting neatly in their chairs.   

• Some have fancy buildings, and some have grass huts.   

• Some have ordained clergy wearing stoles of a prescribed color.   

• Some are led by lay people.   

• Some have a prescribed liturgy, and some find liturgy too confining.   

• Some have elaborate decorations, and the smoke of incense fills the air. 

• And some meet in the simplest of rooms. 

 The difference isn’t that one is right and the other is wrong.  The difference 
comes when the hearts of the faithful are in the right place.  If they are there for a good 
show, to hear a carefully crafted sermon and a thoroughly rehearsed choir, they are 
missing out on the immense blessing God offers us.  But if they are there for Him, if they 
are there to submit to His will, if they are there to glorify Him, then they are going to find 
Him, and they are going to come out shining with His glory. 
 
 And two more things are going to happen.  One is that their enemies will flee 
from their worship.  James says,  
 

Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  
Come near to God and he will come near to you.  [James 4:7-8] 
 

 And finally, when we worship God in spirit and truth, non-believers will take 
notice.  Last February, we worshiped the Lord in spirit and truth at Rappahannock 
Westminster Canterbury.  The occasion was the funeral service for Dick Steelman.  
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There was a big crowd there, among whom were some who did not believe in God.  
Through God’s grace, they were there to witness what happens when people who know 
and love the Lord gather to praise Him with their voices and their hearts.  And I could 
tell by some of the things they said to me after the service that they felt God’s presence 
there in our midst.   
 
 You see, it is all of a piece.  God created us to glorify Him.  He commands things 
of us, not so that He can enjoy being in charge.  He commands things of us so that we 
can be what He made us to be.  And when we submit ourselves to Him and obey Him, 
everything comes together.  When we obey His command to worship Him in spirit and in 
truth, we delight in His presence and He delights in us.  He encourages us and 
nourishes us and heals us and empowers us.  And the natural result is that when we 
leave this place, His love goes with us to be washed upon the people whom we meet 
during the week.   
 
 There is no God like Him.  How majestic is our God in all the earth.  Let all the 
nations come and bow down before Him.  And may the day of His salvation draw near, 
not just for you and me, but for all the peoples of the earth. 
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