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Text: Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Streaming to His Light 
 

 Today is the feast of the Epiphany.  The word “Epiphany” means manifestation.  
What we celebrate during the Epiphany season is God manifesting Himself to the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ.  The magi who came from the east were Gentiles.  And 
they came to find Jesus and worship Him.  This surprising, remarkable event is the first 
awareness by people outside the family of God that Jesus was worthy of worship.  
  
 The word “Magi” refers to soothsayers, astrologers, magicians, prophets, and 
wise men.  In the ancient world kings surrounded themselves with magi. They wanted 
people who could interpret the times and predict the future for them.  The Magi who 
came looking for Jesus were undoubtedly astrologers, for what they took as a sign was 
an unusual star in the sky.  But we call them “wise men,” because they were wise to 
seek Jesus.  They are often portrayed in art as three kings.  The text does not say they 
were kings, or even that there were three of them.  But tradition has inferred from the 
offering of three kingly gifts, that they were three in number and may have been kings. 
  
 What is remarkable about these particular magi is that they invested a great deal 
of time, money and risk to go on this journey that could have turned out to be a wild 
goose chase.  Yet here they came.  They must have heard the ancient prophecies 
among the various peoples of that region that there would one day be a ruler of the 
world who came out of Judea. (See, e.g., the prophecy of Balaam in Numbers 24:17.)  
And so they went to Jerusalem, the capital city of Judea to inquire. 
 
 King Herod heard about their arrival.  He asked his own wise men, the chief 
priests and teachers of the law, what this “king of the Jews” might be all about.  They 
knew their scriptures, and they told Herod of Micah’s prophecy, that out of Bethlehem 
would come a ruler who would shepherd the people of Israel. (Micah 5:2)  Herod was 
alarmed.  He was a vicious man, jealous for his kingship, which had been granted to 
him by the Romans.  So he planned to find this child and have him killed.  He 
summoned the Magi, and told them to search in Bethlehem and report back to him 
when they found the child.  And this is when the second remarkable thing about the 
Magi took place.  They found Jesus, but they didn’t report back to Herod.  They were 
warned in a dream, and they obeyed their heavenly instruction. 
 
 But the most remarkable thing about the Magi was that they worshipped Jesus 
when they found Him.  They were gentiles.  They were from a faraway land.  This was 
a mere child, too young even to talk.  But as soon as they saw Jesus, they bowed down 
and worshiped Him.  
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 It is almost certain they did not know that Jesus was the divine Son of the God 
above all gods.  But remarkably, they came with the intention of finding the one to be 
worshiped, and they fell to their knees before Him.  This was the manifestation to the 
Gentiles.  Their worship foreshadowed the worship that would universally be His.  As 
the scriptures say, 
 

...	  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father.  [Philippians 2:10-11] 
 

 The gifts they brought from the east to bestow upon Jesus were prophetic as 
well.   
 

• Gold, the gift given to kings, and Jesus was not only the King of the Jews, as the 
Magi proclaimed, but He is King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 

• Frankincense, the priestly gift, and Jesus is the great high priest, the mediator for 
all mankind. 
 

• and Myrrh, the gift to anoint the dead; and Jesus was born to die upon the cross 
to redeem the world from sin and death. 
 

 When I reflect upon this Biblical story, I imagine what might have happened on 
that Epiphany, had things gone differently.  The wise men might have gone back to the 
east and reported that they had found the supreme king above all kings.  And people 
might have streamed to Him from all over, to worship Him and to submit their lives to 
Him.  But that didn’t happen, did it?  In fact, even there in Judea, where the prophecy 
was spoken, another king ruled, and he would not surrender power to Him.  And did 
you notice that the chief priests and teachers of the law didn’t go to Bethlehem to see 
Him?  All through His life, Jesus was rejected by the religious leaders, and by the 
people who wouldn’t submit to His message. 
 
 Why is it that God manifests Himself to the gentiles, and they do not come 
streaming to His glorious light?   
 
 Why is it that God manifested Himself to His own people, who had expected His 
coming for generations, and His own received Him not? (John 1:11) 
 
 Why is it that God manifests Himself today to His own people, the Body of Christ, 
and still, people— 
 

• Fall back into sin? 

• Water down His message? 
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• Market His salvation by cheapening it and demeaning His grace? 

 We would love to have the answers to all those questions, but they remain a 
mystery.  There have been a few moments in history when people came streaming to 
the light, as the Magi came following the star.  There have been powerful 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit. 
 

• The Great Awakening in America saw many people come to faith in Jesus. 
 

• The East African Revival saw many people saved. 
 

• There have been stories of revivals in places like Bogota, Columbia, when 
pastors have gathered to pray for their communities. 
 

• There are stories this century of whole villages being baptized in India. 
 

• And we all have visions of another great awakening in our country, when people 
come streaming to the light of Christ. 

 
 But Jesus cautioned us often as to how unpopular His message would be.  He 
said,  
 

...wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 
few find it. [Matthew 7:13-14] 
 

 Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life,” (John 14:6) and as such, he 
knew that He would cause division.  He said, 
 

...I have come to turn a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies will be the 
members of his own household. [Matthew 10:35-36] 
 

 And Jesus explained why this is so:  
 

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness 
instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the 
light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. [John 
3:19-20] 
 

 So the reality is that, even though God manifests Himself to the world, even 
though the light of Christ shines more brightly than that star of Bethlehem, there is 
widespread rejection of Him.  There is wholesale disinterest in God.  There is rampant 
opposition to Him by a world in darkness.  What then is there for us to do, who long for 
the whole world to embrace Jesus as Lord and Savior? 
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 We can look at ourselves as being points of His light, and shine the best we can.  
The Bible tells us that God has called us out of the darkness into His wonderful light. (1 
Peter 2:9)  And therefore, it tells us in Ephesians: 
 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Live as children 
of light (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 
and find out what pleases the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds 
of darkness, but rather expose them. [Ephesians 5:7-10] 
 

 Our lives become points of light when we submit ourselves to the commands of 
Jesus, and to God’s holy laws. People are watching us Christians.  They are, on the 
one hand, waiting for us to stumble and fall, to show the world that we aren’t any better 
than they are (which, of course we are not.)  For it is by God’s grace that we are saved, 
not by our own doing.  But on the other hand, they are watching to see what treasure 
there is in the Christian life. 
 
 The big question they want the answer to: is it worth it?  Is being a Christian 
worth leaving the darkness behind?  Oh, you can tell them that if they embrace Jesus, 
they will go to heaven when they die. But most people nowadays are not impressed 
when you tell them that.  People are caught up in the here and now.  They want to 
know what they will receive that will make it worth throwing away the things in their lives 
that God condemns, but to which they cling for comfort. 
   
 Jesus’ first disciples wrestled with the same question.   “We have given up 
everything to follow you, they said.”  And Jesus responded: 
 

I tell you the truth, no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred 
times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children 
and fields—and with them persecutions) and in the age to come eternal life. 
[Mark 10:29-31] 

 
 The Apostle Paul gave up a whole lot to surrender His life to Jesus.  But what did 
he have to say?   
 

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is 
more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord... [Philipians 3:7-8) 
 

 The light we have to offer to those who struggle to let go of the darkness and 
come into the marvelous light of Christ is our own testimony.  We can look back to a 
time before we surrendered ourselves to Christ.  What was different about your life 
back then?  And how does it compare to what Jesus has given you? I urge you to think 
that through and consider how you would articulate your story as a gift to someone 
else.   
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 I have been looking back a lot lately for a couple of reasons.  First, a journaling 
exercise encouraged me to consider experiences good and bad, and how they had 
impacted my life.  And second, my 50th High School reunion is coming up this summer, 
and I was asked to collect photographs for a scrapbook of our classmates.
 Looking back, I can see how Jesus has blessed me a hundredfold since I 
surrendered to Him. 
   

• At one time I lived in the fast lane.  I was a highly paid Washington lawyer, 
handling cases with enormous stakes.  I was single.  I spent a lot of money.  I 
dated a lot of women.  I was searching hard for fulfillment. 
 

• Then, one day in 1982, I gave my life to Christ.   
 

• What has my life been blessed with since that day in 1982? 

o I know the meaning of life. 

o I have a friend in Jesus who is always by my side. 

o I have a wonderful Christian marriage. 

o I have a huge family of loved ones here at St. Stephen’s. 

o I have friendships with people in other parts of the world that have been 
built around our love of Jesus. 
 

o I have traveled to places I never would have visited, and I have had 
unforgettable adventures there. 
 

o I have shared sacred moments with people in a way I had never done 
before. 
 

o I know what is important now, and I don’t sweat the small stuff. 
 

o I no longer panic when things don’t turn out as I expected, for God is in 
charge. 
 

o I am able to do things I never would have imagined, because the Holy 
Spirit empowers me. 
 

o Yes, there have been persecutions.  But even those have felt like a 
privilege, because Jesus has seen fit to invite me into the fellowship of 
His sufferings. (Philippians 3:10) 

 
 We would love to see a torrent of people streaming to the light of Christ. That 
would be very exciting.  But God has a plan, and you and I are a part of it.  Our life, 
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and our story and our testimony are now His way to manifest His worthiness in this 
dark world.  “You are the light of the world,” Jesus said.  “...let your light shine before 
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 
5:14, 16) 
 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Don’t let Satan blow it out, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine till Jesus comes, I’m gonna let it shine. 
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