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Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 
 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen!  What joy it brings to our hearts to say that on Easter Day!  
We call this the “Paschal greeting.”  All over the world, Christians are greeting each other 
today with those words.  
  

 In Japan, where it has been Easter Sunday for 23 hours already, Christians in house 
churches have been greeting each other by saying, “Harisutosu fukkatsu!”  And the 
joyous reply was, “Jitsu ni fukkatsu!”   
 

 In Uganda, seven hours ago, my dear friend Stephen Kaziimba celebrated Easter in 
the cathedral in Mityana.  The service may be going on still!  He opened the service 
with the words: “Kristo ajukkide.”  And the people responded, “Kweli ajukkide.” 
 

 The Christians in my ancestral home in Slovenia greeted each other about the same 
time with, “Christos voskrese!”  And their friends answer, “Voistinu voskrese!” 
 

 What a great cloud of witnesses we belong to—the great multitude in heaven of every 
nation, tribe, people and language, clothed in garments of white, washed clean in the blood of 
the lamb—and the whole Body of Christ here on earth, gathered as one in our heartfelt 
Alleluias.  All of us are celebrating the most important truth in history:  that the Son of God 
came to earth, gave His life to save humankind from its sins, and rose again from the dead. 
 
 This morning, I want to address the question of why it is such good news that Jesus 
rose from the dead.  
  

 Why isn’t it enough that Jesus was just a wonderful teacher who spoke a moral 
message that has deeply affected the world?   
 

 Why isn’t it enough that Jesus was a miracle worker?  
  

 Why isn’t it enough that He loved the outcast and the downtrodden in a way no one 
else ever has?  
 

 And why isn’t it even enough that Jesus died for our sins?  
 

 There are many answers, because this is the deep wisdom of God.  But let me talk 
about three. 
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irst, it is good news that Jesus rose from the dead, because it completes His work. The 
Christian testimony is that our sins are forgiven because of Jesus’ death on the cross.  
But I think it is safe to say that the disciples never would have figured that out if Jesus 
had not come back from the grave.  As we follow the women to the tomb on that 

Sunday morning, we see that they were there to anoint Jesus’ body with spices.  What were 
they feeling?  
  

 They were certainly grieving over the loss of this one they had loved and followed and 
believed in. 
   

 They were confused by how things could have gone so wrong.    

 They must have been angry over the injustice of such a good man being executed.     

 But what would their thoughts have been six months or a year later, had Jesus still 
been lying there dead?  What meaning would they have attached to His great teaching, and 
His miracle works and His compassion?  What meaning would Mary Magdalene have given 
to the fact that Jesus forgave her many sins?  What would Peter have felt?  Peter was Jesus’ 
closest and most trusted disciple.  Yet, in the Master’s hour of suffering, Peter had denied 
even knowing Him.  If Jesus had not come back from the dead, Peter would probably have 
gone to his own grave hating himself for such weakness and disloyalty to the one he loved. 
 
 But Jesus didn’t stay dead.  
 

 He threw aside those burial garments.   

 He walked out of the tomb.   

 He greeted Mary Magdalene in the garden and told her to spread the word that He 
was alive.  

 

 He came through the door of the upper room where the disciples were huddled and 
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit!”   

 

 He walked on the beach with Peter and told him to continue on with the mission.   

 It was His return that made it all come together.  The New Testament is the expression 
by those believers of what it all meant.  His claims to be the Son of God, His telling the world 
that if they believed in Him, they would have everlasting life, His commanding His followers to 
walk in love, all made sense now.  For by rising again from the dead, He showed the truth of 
who He was—the Son of the living God.  When the Father raised Him up on the third day, it 
was the fulfillment of all that God had said through the prophets.  Because of the resurrection, 
all that Jesus did makes sense. 
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he second reason it is good news that Jesus rose from the dead is that it makes 
it absolutely clear that God is in control. 
 

 The Romans thought they had put an end to Jesus when they cut him 
down from the cross and sealed him up in the tomb. 
 

   The high priests who wanted him dead thought they had seen the last of Him.   
 

 When Jesus said from the cross, “It is finished,” Satan thought he had won his 
greatest victory.   
 

 What Satan and the high priests and the Romans didn’t know is that Jesus wasn’t 
saying, “It’s all over.”  He was saying, “I’m done with this ordeal.”  And the next part of the 
mission would be to fulfill what He had said over and over to them:  that He would be killed 
and after three days would rise again.  When that is God’s plan, it is going to happen.  No 
cross is deadly enough, no tomb is sealed tightly enough, no death is final enough to keep 
Jesus from rising again.  God is in control. 
 
 It is vitally important to us to know that God is in control.  When you look at the state of 
the world right now, it is possible to live in fear. 
   

 The economies of the industrialized nations have teetered on the brink of collapse.   

 The governments of most of the world’s nations are unstable.   

 People rioting the Middle East and North Africa.   

 People are being killed by their governments. 
 

 Iran and North Korea are working on atomic bombs. 
.   

 If our ultimate security were in the hands of fate, and if the weak were at the mercy of 
the strong, life would be scary and precarious.  But, in fact, God has it all under control.  God 
is writing history.  And even though it is His will that we have to go through these difficult 
things, He is moving everything toward a glorious consummation.  He did that through the life 
and death and resurrection of His one and only Son.  And He is doing that in human history.  
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 

he third reason it is good news that Jesus rose from the dead is that this is how 
God imparts eternal life to us, the believers. 
   

 Peter says that, “we have been born anew to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” (I Peter 1:3)  
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 Paul says, “[God] made us alive together with Christ…and raised us up with him.” 
(Ephesians 2:5-6)   
 

 And in another place, he says, “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life.”  (Romans 6:4) 
 

 Before leaving the disciples for good, Jesus said to them, “You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)  The Holy Spirit has empowered 
generation after generation of Christians to live a new life.  He has empowered us to be the 
people of God in ways that go beyond our human capability.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, 
Christians down through history have: 
 

 Made enormous sacrifices for the sake of the love of Christ; 
 

 Brought healing and wholeness to people who were lost; 
 

 proclaimed the Good news to millions of people in words the Holy Spirit gave them; 
 

 Given their lives for God’s work, when most people would have run the other way. 
 
 Why, you may ask, would an ordinary person care to do all those things?  The answer 
is that this is what life is all about.  This is what God created us for.  This is what Jesus meant 
when He spoke of eternal life.  It is the joy and the fulfillment and the satisfaction of being part 
of God’s plans, working hand in hand with Him for His glory.  It is the only true source of 
meaning in life. 
 
 People are living that kind of victorious life all over the world.  In Zimbabwe some 
years ago, a young pastor was martyred by the soldiers of strongman, Robert Mugabe.  He 
left behind a statement, which has been circulating among Christians on the internet for the 
last couple of years.  These are his words: 
 

I’m part of the fellowship of the unashamed. 
 
I have the Holy Spirit’s power.  The die has been cast.  I have stepped over the line.  
The decision has been made—I’m a disciple of His. 
 
I won’t look back, let up, slow down, back away or be still.  My past is redeemed, my 
present makes sense, my future is secure.  I’m finished and done with low living, 
“sight” walking, smooth knees, colourless dreams, tamed visions, worldly talking, 
cheap giving and dwarfed goals. 
 
I no longer need pre-eminence, prosperity, position, promotions, plaudits or popularity.  
I don’t have to be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded or rewarded. 
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I now live by faith, lean on His Presence, walk by patience, am uplifted by prayer and I 
labour with power. 
 
My face is set; my gait fast, my goal heaven, my road narrow, my way rough, my 
companions few, my Guide reliable, my mission clear. 
 
I cannot be bought, compromised, detoured, lured away, turned back, deluded or 
delayed.  I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in the presence of the enemy, 
pander at the pool of popularity, or meander in the maze of mediocrity. 
 
I won’t give up, shut up, [or] let up, until I have stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid 
up, preached up, for the cause of Christ. 
 
I am a disciple of Jesus; I must go till He comes, give till I drop, preach till all know, 
and work till He stops me. 
 
And when He comes for His own, He will recognize me—my banner will be clear; it will 
be His. 
 

 Does that sound like the kind of life you want?  Does that sound like the kind of Spirit-
filled existence you want?  Most of you will say yes.  Others among you may not be so sure 
you can buy all this.  You may have struggled for years trying to get with all the excitement 
over the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Maybe you once believed all those stories 
about Jesus saying, “I am the way the truth and the life; there is no way to the Father except 
through me.” (John 14:6)  Maybe you lost your certainty about Jesus.  If so, let me ask you: 
   

 Do you miss Him?   

 Do you feel a nagging sense of incompleteness?   

 Do you wish your life had more meaning?   

 Do you feel just a little envy for that Zimbabwean believer’s certainty and commitment 
and sense of adventure? 
 

 You’ve heard a thousand times that Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of your 
sins.  But He also rose from the dead for you.  He rose from the dead to put the exclamation 
point on everything else He did.  He rose from the dead so that we could trust the Word of 
God that tells us God is in control.  And He rose from the dead so that we don’t have to go 
through life being stuck in our incompleteness and our doubt and our boredom.  He did it so 
that we could rise again with Him to new life; true life; real life; everlasting life; life with Him; 
life in God. 
 
 Join that great cloud of witnesses whose hearts are bursting with absolute joy as they 
shout in one voice, “Alleluia!  Christ is risen!”  
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