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SERMON
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church, Heathsville, VA
The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar, February 5, 2012

Text: Mark 1:38

Jesus Came to Preach

Last weekend, the Vestry of our church went on retreat together.  We always schedule
the retreat soon after the election of the new Vestry.  One of the important things we do there
is to get to know each other by sharing our faith.  Last week, the question several of us
addressed was, “What is your passion in ministry, and how did God instill and nourish that in
you?”  My testimony was that my passion in ministry is to preach the Gospel and to see
people transformed.

It may not surprise you, therefore, that as I studied the scriptures for this Sunday, a
verse in the Gospel jumped out and grabbed me.  Mark 1:38:  “Jesus replied, ‘Let us go
somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also.  That is why I have
come.”  Today, I’d like to spend some time following Jesus and listening to what it was He
preached.  And in the process, we will see what His message is to us.

First of all, let’s take a look at the word, “preach.”  Jesus’ words were recorded in the
Greek language that the people spoke on the street during His time.  And the word He chose
for preach was, kerysso.  You have probably heard the word kerygma.  Well, kerygma means
proclamation, announcement, news.  When Jesus said “so I can preach,” He was saying that
He would go and make the proclamation that the Father had sent Him to make.  Mark
capsulizes that proclamation earlier in chapter 1, where he says,

… Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  “The time has come,”
he said.  “The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!” [Mark
1:14-15]

The expression “good news” in the original Greek, was evangelion.  That is why we
call the people who make that proclamation today “evangelists.”  And when the Bible was first
translated into English1, the word for good news at the time was gospel.

The Gospel that Jesus proclaimed was first of all that “The time has come.”  Wouldn’t
that get your attention?  There is so much for which we wait in life.

• A pregnant woman’s water breaks, and she knows, “The time has come.”

• A child grows up and graduates from high school and is eager to go out on his own.
“The time has come.”

                                                  
1 John Wycliffe produced the first English translation of the Bible in 1382; the King James Version was published in 1611.
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• A woman has been working all her life to support her family and she looks forward to
retirement.  When the day arrives that she can finally do that, she will say, “The time
has come.”

• A congregation outgrows its little church and starts looking at land and thinking of
building a new facility. “The time has come.”

What long-awaited event was Jesus referring to when He began His proclamation,
“The time has come?”  He was keying into the hope and expectation of God’s people that one
day a Savior would come—a redeemer who would restore the fortunes of Zion—an anointed
one who would usher in the day of the Lord’s favor.  There was no greater moment on which
God’s people pinned their future hopes.

And here we must notice something profound about the preaching of Jesus.  He not
only proclaimed what God was doing.  He was what God was doing.  He did not just say,
“The Savior has come.”  He was the Savior. One day at the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus
said,

 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them,
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  [Luke 4:16-18]

The great day they had awaited was here. God is acting in human history in a big way.  “The
time has come. The Kingdom of God is near.”

So, if the Kingdom of God is near, and the time has come, what response is required
of those who hear the message?  Jesus was clear about that:  “Repent and believe the good
news!” (Mark 1:15)  The proclamation of what God is doing is not intended to be an
intellectual message.  The response is not supposed to be, “Isn’t that interesting?”  The
response is supposed to be a surrender of one’s life to God.  God did not send His Son into
the world to join the pantheon of great men in history books.  He sent His Son so that all who
believe in Him may not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)  And so, when Jesus
preaches, “The time has come. The Kingdom of God is near,” He preaches for a decision.
Repent and believe.

Repent means to turn around.  It means to set aside the sinful life that has kept us
from living in the fullness God intends for us.  It means to turn away from the destructive
things that have alienated us from Him.  It means to turn our eyes upon Jesus and to seek
after Him, to love Him, follow Him, obey Him, and make Him our priority.  That is the decision
that the Savior is putting before us when He preaches.  The Good News is that—

• We don’t have to live a soap-opera life.

• We don’t have to suffer the penalty for the sins we have committed.
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• We don’t have to continue being stained by the shame of them.

• We don’t have to carry the burden of our sins on our shoulders.

• And we don’t have to be alienated from the God who loves us and who created us to
love Him with our whole heart and soul and mind and strength.

The Good News is that Jesus will wipe that whole tawdry slate clean and set us free.
He will give us eternal life as our everlasting reward.  All that He asks of us is that we repent
and believe.  That was what Jesus preached.  That was the proclamation that He delivered to
the world.  And everything else in His life—the healings, the casting out of demons, the
raising of the dead—proved that the time has come. The Savior has come.  And by His
sacrificial death on the cross and His rising again to life, He defeated evil and death and
opened the way to eternal life.

As we follow Jesus through the Gospels, we hear that same proclamation.

Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also.  That
is why I have come.  So He traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues
and driving out demons.

In many unforgettable parables, He preached about what the Kingdom of God is of
which He spoke.

• About its infinite worth.

• About how hard it is to see for those who do not live by faith.

• About how hard it is to get there for those whose eyes are set on things of this earth.

• About how all heaven rejoices when just one sinner repents and is saved.

He spoke in unforgettable images of who He was, so that those who had eyes to see
and ears to hear would understand and believe:

• I am the bread of life.  Whoever eats this bread will live forever. (John 6:35-40)

• I am the Good Shepherd.  I lay down my life for my sheep. (John 10:11)

• I am the way, the truth and the life.  There is no way to the Father except through me.
(John 14:6)

• Another time, when a prominent man who came to him under cover of darkness to
learn more, Jesus preached to him, and he said, “For God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  Whoever believes
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe in him stands condemned
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already, because he does not believe in the name of God’s one and only son.” [John
3:18]

Such was the preaching of Jesus.  And as I said, not only did He proclaim the
message, but He was the message.  He preached for a decision.  And yet, some accepted
the message, and some rejected it.  There is a chilling statement in John 6:66.  It was after
Jesus had said, “I am the bread of life.”  Many people found that a hard saying.  And it says,
“From this time, many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.”  Imagine!
There He was, right in their midst, healing, teaching, casting out demons, raising the dead.
And they walked the other way.  He turned to the Twelve, His inner circle, and He asked
them, “You do not want to leave too, do you?” And Peter answered, “Lord, to whom would we
go?   You have the words of eternal life.” (John 6:67-68)

Jesus does have the words of eternal life.  So why do people struggle so to believe?  I
can think of at least three reasons:  1. We don’t understand.  2. We don’t trust that He is
telling the truth.  and 3: We don’t want to have to change our life.

That day when Jesus said, “I am the bread of life,” the problem was that many didn’t
understand.  He said, “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in
him.”  (John 6:56)  “Gosh, that’s a hard saying,” they said, as they scratched their heads and
walked away.  But why did they not say, “Tell us more?”

• Why were they not like Nicodemus, who, when Jesus said you must be born again to
enter the kingdom of heaven, said, “How can a man be born again when he is old?”
(John 3:4)  Jesus explained.

• Why were they not like the Virgin Mary, who, when the angel Gabriel told her she
would bear a son, asked, “How can that be, for I am a virgin?” (Luke 1:34)  The angel
explained.

We all have difficulty understanding.  But it is worth supreme effort to hang in there with
Jesus, for His message is the message of eternal life.

The second reason we struggle to believe is that we don’t trust that what Jesus is
saying is the truth.  Why believe Him?  There are so many other voices out there saying
contrary things—plausible things, appealing things, enticing things.  Even John the Baptist
had his doubts. One time while he was in prison, he sent Jesus a message, asking, “Are you
the one, or should we be looking for someone else?”—John the Baptist, who had said that
one was coming whose sandals he was unworthy to untie.   But there is a man in the Gospels
to whom we can look when we have our doubts, when we struggle to trust what Jesus
preaches to us.  He had a son who was possessed by a demon, and he said to Jesus, “…if
you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”  Jesus said, “If you can?  Everything is
possible for him who believes.”  And the man’s answer was, “I do believe; help me overcome
my unbelief.” (Mark 9:24)

We all have our moments of doubt.  But it is worth supreme effort to hang in there with
Jesus, for His message is the message of eternal life.
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The third reason we struggle to believe is that we don’t want to repent and turn to
Jesus.  We don’t want to have to set aside the things of the flesh that have beguiled us.  The
rich young man came to Jesus and asked, ”What must I do to gain eternal life?”  They talked
for a bit, and Jesus prescribed one thing:  sell everything you have and follow me.  The man
couldn’t do it.  He was too attached to his things. (Matthew 19:16-22)  But there is another
person in the Gospels who did better.  She was the woman at the well in Samaria.  Jesus told
her every bad thing she had ever done, and instead of running away, she went into town and
said, “Could this be the Messiah?”  And her whole life, and the life of her town, suddenly
came into the Kingdom of God.

We all cling to the things of this life that mean so much to us.  But it is worth the
supreme effort to hang in there with Jesus, for His message is the message of eternal life.

Do you understand what He is saying?

Do you trust Him?

Do you want the kind of life only Jesus can give?

It may seem like supreme effort to hang in there with Him.  But do you know what?
Once you make that decision—once you let go and surrender to Him—you look back and
say, “That wasn’t so hard.  Why didn’t I do that a long time ago?”  And then you begin to
experience the kind of eternal life of which He spoke.  You begin to experience the Kingdom
of Heaven Jesus preached about.  And no longer are you fearful that you don’t measure up,
for He has declared you worthy.  He has made you worthy by His forgiveness.

There is one more piece of His preaching that I haven’t mentioned.  He preached it to
His disciples, and He’s preaching it to each one of us today.  He said, “As the Father has
loved me, so I have loved you.” (John 15:9)  As the Father has loved me, so I have loved
you.  Accept that love, my friends.  The time has come. The Kingdom of God is near.  Repent
and believe the Good News!
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