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Celebration of the Life of
Benjamin Wyatt Ward, Jr.
and Entry into Life Eternal
October 10, 1941—November 5, 2020
Processional of the Body
Officiant: I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord.
Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die.

John 11:25-26

For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and at the last he will stand upon the earth.
And after my skin has been thus destroyed,
yet in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see for myself,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.

Job 19:25-27

For none of us lives to himself,
and none of us dies to himself.
For if we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord,
So then, whether we live or whether we die,
we are the Lord’s.

Romans 14:7-9

For we brought nothing into the world,
and it is certain we carry nothing out.
The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away;
blessed be the name of the Lord.

1 Timothy 6:7, Job 1:21

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord;
Even so, says the Spirit,
for they rest from their labors.

Revelation 14:1-3

Officiant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Officiant: Let us pray.
Officiant: O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death and brought
life and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Benjamin Ward, being raised with Christ, may know
the strength of his presence and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever.
People: Amen.
Officiant: Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: deal graciously with those
who mourn, especially Sandi Ward and his family. Surround them with your love, that they may not be
overwhelmed by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Words: Stuart K. Hine (b. 1899) Music: Swedish Folk Music; arr. Stuart K. Hine Words and arr.
© 1953. Renewed 1981 Manna Music, Inc. International Copyright secured. All rights reserved.
Used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-714729

Hymn: How Great Thou Art
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The Liturgy of the Word
Old Testament: Isaiah 25:6-9 - Holly Ward Todd, Daughter
6 On

this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged
wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7 And he will swallow up on this mountain the
covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. 8 He will swallow up death
forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we
have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and
rejoice in his salvation.”
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121 - Ben H. Ward
I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
2 My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot be moved;
he who keeps you will not slumber.
4 Behold, he who keeps Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The LORD is your keeper;
the LORD is your shade on your right hand.

6 The

sun shall not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
7 The LORD will keep you from all evil;
he will keep your life.
8 The LORD will keep
your going out and your coming in
from this time forth and forevermore.
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Reader and People: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

New Testament: Philippians 4:4-9 - Heidi Ward Hackworth, Daughter
4 Rejoice

in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever is
true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 What you
have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will
be with you.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
The people stand to sing and remain standing for the Gospel.
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WORDS and MUSIC: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs
© 1982 Whole Armor/Full Armor Administered by LTA Music/Justin Press, 3609 Donna Kay Drive, Nashville, TN 37211
All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. Used by Permission. CCLI license #2429023.

Hymn: Sanctuary

The Gospel Reading: John 6:37-40
Officiant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will
of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last
day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should
have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
Officiant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Eulogies:

Herb Hollowell
Walter Handy
Stan Rasberry

Words: Horatio Spafford (1828-1888)
Music: Philip P. Bliss (1838-1876)

Hymn: It is Well With My Soul

Final Eulogy: Heather Yarashus, Daughter
The Homily: The Rev. Mike Moffitt
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The Apostles’ Creed
The people stand and affirm the creed with the priest.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Celebrant: Let us pray. Almighty God, you knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship, in the
mystical body of your Son, Christ our Lord: Grant, we pray, to your whole Church in heaven and
on earth, your light and peace.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin and
rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with him to `
our joyful resurrection.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit
may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins, and
serve you in faithful obedience.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.
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Celebrant: Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your fatherly care, that, casting their grief on you,
they may know the consolation of your love.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Grant us grace to entrust Ben to your never-failing love; receive him into the arms of your
mercy, and remember him according to the favor which you show to all your people.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy
People:
hear our prayer.
Celebrant: Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of you, he may go from strength to strength in the
life of perfect service in your heavenly kingdom.
Celebrant: Lord, in your mercy,
People:
hear our prayer.
Silence may be kept.

The Celebrant concludes:
Almighty God, grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, the fullness of life in your
eternal and everlasting glory, and with all your saints, to receive the crown of life promised to all who share
in the victory of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.
People: Amen.
The people stand.

The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with your spirit.
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The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant: It is right, and a good a joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts
us with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and
when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. Therefore
we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, who forever sing
this hymn to the glory of your name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The people kneel or sit reverently.
Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He
stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the
whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People: Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
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Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be
for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify
us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son
Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
People and Celebrant: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come; thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and says,
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Communion of the People
If you are a baptized Christian, we welcome you to Holy Communion. Both the bread and the wine are offered at
Communion.
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words:
Eucharist Minister: The Body of Christ, the Bread of heaven.
Communicant:
Amen.
Eucharist Minister: The Blood of Christ, the Cup of salvation.
Communicant:
Amen.

11

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food and
drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given unto us a foretaste of
your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a
pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying,
but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
People: Amen.
The people stand.

The Commendation
Celebrant:
All:

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Celebrant:

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal,
formed of the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created
me, saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to the dust; yet
even at the grave we make our song:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

All:

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are
no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

The Celebrant blesses the people, and says,

Celebrant:

People:

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Ben.
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own
flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the
blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.
Amen.

Celebrant:
People:

Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Closing Hymn: Amazing Grace (Recorded with bagpipes)

Words: John Newton (1725-1807), alt.; st. 5, John Rees (19th cent.)
Music: New Britain, from Virginia Harmony, 1831; adapt. att. Edwin Othello Excell (1851-1921);
harm. Austin Cole Lovelace (b. 1919) © 1974 Abington Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Ben’s family thanks you for coming to be with us on this occasion.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests a donation
to The Anglican Church of Uganda (Stephen Kaziimba)
or
The Northern Neck Christian School
c/o
Light of Christ Anglican Church
PO Box 609
Heathsville, VA 22473

In the Lord’s service today:
Officiant and Celebrant: The Rev. Michael Moffitt
Pianist: Judy Rasberry
Ushers: George Beckett, George Hollows
Greeter: Howard York
Audio: Randy Smith
Guest Book: Jan Beckett
COPYRIGHT NOTICE

Scripture quotations are from the HOLY BIBLE, ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION®. (ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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