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The Women of St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 
are cordially invited to 

The Annual Women’s Picnic 
Saturday, June 22 at the 
Mallard Bay Club House 

12:00 Noon 
 

Please bring a luncheon dish or dessert. 
Drinks will be provided. 

 
Directions: From First Baptist Church, turn right 

onto Knight’s Run Road. Go approx. 2 miles and turn 
left into Mallard Bay. Follow the road all the way to 
the end. Turn left in the circle to the club house. 
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JJeffrey’s 
Journal 

 
“What Is Your Church 

Like?” 
 
 

 Our Bishop left us with some powerful 
advice on Pentecost weekend about how to talk 
to people about our church.  First of all, he told us 
that churches grow because their members invite 
people to church. If you have five visitors every 
Sunday, you will grow.  If you have 10, you will 
grow rapidly.  But to get five visitors, you have to 
invite 35 people. That means you don’t just ask 
people you know well. It means you ask 
everybody you run into. To do that, you have to 
know what to say to them when they ask, “Tell 
me about your church.” We in our American 
Anglican movement tend to answer in terms of 
our church battles over orthodoxy. Not a good 
answer. Most people are not attracted by that.  
Or, if people ask, “What is Anglicanism?” we tend 
to start discussing structures, history and such 
things.  Not a good answer.  What we need if we 
want to attract people is to have conversations in 
which we tell them what has happened in our 
lives as members of a church where God has 
done amazing things.   
 
 Bishop Guernsey suggests that when 
someone asks, “What is your church like?” we 
imagine them asking because they are waiting on 
a biopsy and wanting to be in an environment 
where their fear can be diminished. Or imagine 
them having a performance review tomorrow in 
which they may lose their job. Or imagine them 
having just heard that their granddaughter has 
run away from home and nobody knows where 
she is.  What people want to hear is our stories 
about the power of God working in our midst.  
Each of us has stories like that, which make us 
love our congregation and want this to be our 
church home. In this newsletter, you will read one 
such story by Ed Arrington, who joined us about a 
year ago. People want to hear about how God 
encouraged us, or healed us, or directed our 
lives, or brought us out of despair through the 
love of our brothers and sisters in Christ.  I hope 
we soon can have a workshop where we can tell 
each other these stories, and where we can give 

each other permission to share our stories with 
people whom we invite to church. 
 
 Let me give you just one of my own as an 
example.  “Let me tell you about our church.  One 
morning, I got up and I couldn’t walk.  My hip was 
all messed up, and I didn’t know what the 
problem was.  I stayed home from work that day.  
I didn’t go to the doctor. Like most men, I 
assumed it would fix itself some way or other.  
One of our members knocked on the door and 
handed me a pair of crutches he had gotten from 
the Lion’s Club.  That evening, I was supposed to 
lead a worship service at the church, and I was 
hobbling along on the crutches, wincing with 
every step. I got there a few minutes early, and 
everyone surrounded me, giving me their best 
wishes for healing.  Then two women offered to 
pray for me.  I said yes. When they had finished, I 
felt somewhat better, and started to walk up to 
the altar on my crutches. But I realized that 
maybe I could walk.  So I set the crutches down, 
and found that my pain was gone, and I could 
walk perfectly.  Not only did I lead the service that 
night, but I danced down the aisle to celebrate 
how good I felt. That is what our church is like.” 
 
 God has poured out His Holy Spirit on our 
congregation. We have experienced it in a 
thousand ways. The love we have for each other, 
the healings God has done in our midst, the way 
He has provided for us in times of crisis or want, 
the joy we have when it would be logical not to be 
joyful, the window of good weather He gave us 
for our groundbreaking and celebration—all of 
these are signs of the Holy Spirit at work. He 
does such things to enable our work of spreading 
the Gospel and drawing people into a saving 
relationship with Him. We should be excited to 
invite people into our congregation, and most of 
us are. The key is to be able to describe what 
God is doing here in a way that makes people 
want to come see for themselves. With God’s 
help, we will be set free to do just that. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey 
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A Testimonial 
by Ed Arrington 

 
 On Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2012 between 9 
and 10 AM, my 42-year-old son in Frederick, MD 
committed suicide.  On Saturday, Feb. 18, 2012, at 
6:40 PM, my wife of 48 ½ years died with lung 
cancer.  She also died with a broken heart. 
 
 Shortly after my wife’s death, my long-time 
friend and musical partner, Morris Dillingham, 
invited me to attend St. Stephen’s.  I did so and felt 
instantly welcomed.   
 
 My wife and I were both raised as 
Christians.  After we married we continued to go to 
church and raised our children in the church.  As 
the years went by, we became increasingly 
disenchanted with the message we were hearing.  
We became dismayed at political correctness and 
church politics.  Consequently, when we retired 
and moved to Deltaville, it became easy to go to 
church only occasionally.  It became easy to 
become backsliders.  We never lost faith in God; 
we lost faith in organized religion. 
 
 St. Stephen’s has reinforced my faith in God 
and restored my faith in church.  This letter is my 
feeble attempt to say thank you to St. Stephen’s.  I 
feel blessed to have become part of a 
congregation where people love and support each 
other, where I am once again hearing the word of 
God. 
 
 May God grant us all the courage and 
wisdom to forge ahead with His work here on 
earth. 

Calendar Items for June 
 
June 2 is Youth Sunday.  Come and enjoy the 
leadership of our young people in worship.  The 
sermon will be a panel discussion on a topic that 
came out of the confirmation preparation classes:  
Living the Life of a Mature Christian. 
 
June 2 is also Baccalaureate Sunday.  Our one 
senior, Caitlyn Cralle, is Senior Class President at 
Northumberland High School.  She will play a 
prominent role in the service, which will take place 
at 7:00 PM at the High School.  The Baccalaureate 
is a Christian service put on by the ministers of 
Northumberland County, including our own Rector, 
to ask God’s blessing on the graduates.  Let’s go 
and honor Caitlyn and her classmates.  
 
June 30 is the 5th Sunday of the Month.  We will 
begin our Sunday with a joint Bible Study with the 
folks of First Baptist Church.  Our Rector and the 
Pastor of First Baptist will lead the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wanted to let you know that the Traveling Dessert 
Can has made its full circuit of all ten participants. 
It resulted in $170.00 going into the church building 
fund. Congratulations !! 
 
Now you may say, “Gee, that does not seem like 
much money, but when you consider that it can 
pay for a lighting fixture or two, a couple of 
bathroom faucets or some needed kitchen utensils, 
then you can realize that it was worthwhile and 
delicious to boot. 
 
A big thank you to all the participants for your help 
in making this a successful fund raiser. 

 
God bless, 

Melinda 
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Senior Warden 

Report 
 

 
“Then tell them to make a sanctuary for me, and I 
will dwell among them.  Make the tabernacle and 
all the furnishings exactly like the pattern I will 
show you,” God said to Moses (Exodus 25:8).  
Lord, please show us your pattern and give us 
your guidance, for your St. Stephen’s Anglican 
faithful servants are ready to build your new 
sanctuary. 
 

WHAT a weekend! Bishop Guernsey’s visit, 
formal groundbreaking, community support, our 
First Baptists friends, new visitors from many 
places, perfect weather, no mud, and a wonderful 
meal so well prepared and served by our church 
members.  It does not get better than this. 
 

It was so heart-warming to see the Northern Neck 
community join in the breaking of the ground 
following the Bishop’s blessing and turning of the 
first shovel.   A senior member of the Blackwell 
family, from whom we purchased our land, said as 
she helped break ground, “I am so happy our 
family farm will become your church.”  
Government officials, members of several 
different churches, friends, families, business 
folks and neighbors all took their turn with the 
shovel. 
 

Bishop Guernsey and his wife Meg met with the 
vestry following a dinner hosted by Sam and 
Gayle Marston on Saturday. The Bishop taught 
that the most effective method to grow a church 
today is by invitation.  A simple sincere invitation 
from a church member to a non-member to attend 
services is the best way to expand our church 
family. The invitee can be a next door neighbor, a 
friend, or someone you just met in the checkout 
line at Food Lion.  As God’s new church becomes 
visible, you will be asked questions, and those 
questions can be the perfect opportunity to invite, 
invite, invite. 
 

The vestry requested local banks to participate in 
our future financing requirements to smooth the 
flow of pledges and building expenses.  After 
careful consideration of the offers, Bank of 
Lancaster was selected to provide the services 
required. 

You will see activities occurring on the church site 
starting next week with drilling and the removal of 
the old house.  David Norden, our architect, is in 
detailed planning with engineers finalizing the 
construction requirements of the building.  It never 
ceases to amaze me the time and planning 
required to determine which way a door has to 
swing to comply with building codes.  Keep the 
faith.  God will show us his pattern and guide us to 
accomplish his mission. 
 

In Christ, 
George   

Highlights from the May 2013 Meeting 
 

The Finance Committee audited the bank 
statements and found them to be in good 
standing. 
Building Project: 

Elaine reported that bids for construction 
loans have been received from the Bank of 
Essex, the Bank of Lancaster and First 
Union Bank.   
The house on the property will need to be 
razed before moving any dirt. 
Plans for the groundbreaking on May 19 
are almost complete. 
George Beckett will give a report to the 
congregation on Sunday, May 12 

Church Development project:   
The results from the surveys are back and 
St. Stephen’s scored very well.  “Inspiring 
Worship” will be the focus of our 
continuing efforts. 

Request for use of space: 
Will Stallings from St. Francis de Sales 
Church has asked to use some of our space 
on a weekly basis to teach a class called 
“Theology of the Body.” 
Frank reported that the Alzheimer’s 
Association would like to use Brinkley 
Hall to teach 3 four hour sessions for 
caregivers.  He would like for this to be a 
joint effort with First Baptist Church 

 

Mary Swann distributed a document with 
her thoughts on “Whom does God want us to 
reach?” 
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Dear Women of St. Stephen’s: 
 

In May the Women of St. Stephen’s focused on 
the Thrift Shop and had a meeting on Monday, 
May 6th to discuss the Prayer Room, the Thrift 
Shop and its volunteers. Over twenty women 
participated in this meeting and contributed their 
thoughts and ideas. 
 

We were blessed to have Gayle Marston open  
with a presentation on prayer and how it applies to 
the overall operation of the shop. She said that as 
agents of the Holy Spirit, we as volunteers should 
enter the Thrift Shop with an attitude of 
intercession by lifting up praise, by offering 
thanksgiving, by seeking God’s presence and 
asking Him to make the Northern Neck His 
possession, and by asking the Lord to prepare the 
hearts and minds of the people who enter our 
doors. She read from Ephesians 1:18-19 which 
says, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope 
to which He has called you, the riches of His 
glorious inheritance in His holy people, and His 
incomparably great power for us who believe.” We 
must grasp the immensity of God’s purpose to 
bring His kingdom to earth, and recognize that He 
has offered to endow us with endless energy and 
boundless strength through the Holy Spirit. Gayle 
closed by saying, “Let God’s heart for people 
become our own. Remember that we don’t make 
things happen. We are vessels to be filled and 
poured out.” 
 

Mary Swann also shared her vision to start a four 
to six week Bible Study in the Prayer Room and 
open it to the community. She is working on a 
time to schedule this and it will probably be based 
on a teaching from the Gospel of John.  
 

Then Suzy Norman, as liaison between the Thrift 
Shop and Leadership Team, greeted the group 
and introduced our Thrift Shop Manager, Linda 
Krisman, and she spoke to us about her joys and 
issues of managing the shop. She and Suzy 
Norman had developed an extensive list of 
procedures for each volunteer, and these were 
distributed to those present and mailed to those 

who could not be with us. Leslie Jeffress also 
joined our gathering and we were grateful to have 
both ladies with us that day. Thanks to them and 
Suzy for doing such a great job with the 
procedures and for leading us in recognizing our 
faithful volunteers. We concluded our session with 
a wonderful lunch prepared by Judy LeHardy and 
Susan Read, and we thank them heartily.  
 

Congratulations to Team 4 under the leadership of 
Bev Hart for preparing a picnic lunch under the 
pavilion on Pentecost Sunday. It was a wonderful 
time after the ground breaking ceremony to come 
together in fellowship around the tables and a 
delight to have John and Meg Guernsey join us 
as well as other guests. Bev and her team did a 
splendid job of setting up a very appealing and 
inviting meal enhanced by all the dishes that were 
brought by all of you.  
 

This month we all are looking forward to our 
Women’s Potluck Picnic on Saturday, June 22 
at the Club House at Mallard Bay at noon. Our 
First Baptist sisters will be invited to join us, and I 
hope you all will come with your favorite dish and 
be there to welcome our guests who have been so 
kind and gracious to us as they have shared their 
facility over the past year.  
 

Also, the brochures for our July 19 – 20 retreat at 
Stratford Hall will be ready to distribute by the 
second week in June and in the meantime mark 
your calendars with these dates. 
 

Blessings and love, 
Donna 

 

October 4-6 2013  
 

—Every year a  
Parish Weekend!  
—Every year brings a   

New Blessing! 
What will it be this year?  

 

Mark your calendar.  

—Act Now! 
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Library Update 
 
Our temporary library, which is located downstairs 
next to Jeff’s office, is open and books are 
available for check-out according to the system 
we used previously. In addition, there are some 
new books on our library shelves which I 
encourage you to peruse. They can be found in a 
section labeled “New Additions.” One in particular 
is the book Todd Lewis published last year 
entitled The Revelation Mandate: The 
Foundations of the Priesthood of Every Believer. 
Todd is hoping to teach another class on the Book 
of Revelation this summer, so please contact him 
if you’re interested and, in the meantime, check 
out his book in our library and look for a review of 
it in next month’s newsletter.  
 

Other new titles include: 
1. The Dinosaur Dilemma: Fact or Fantasy by 
Dennis Gordon Lindsay, donated by Miriam 
Sussman  
 

2. Inner Healing: Deliverance or Deception? 
donated by Peggy Dees  
 

3. Lord Save Us from Your Followers: Why is the 
Gospel of Love Dividing America?—a film by Dan 
Merchant, donated by Peggy Dees  
 

4. The New Complete Works of Josephus 
translated by William Whiston, donated by 
Eleanor Semerjian  
 

5. Life of Jesus: A Glorious History of His Life and 
Teachings by David John Meyers, donated by Bill 
Andrulot  
 

6. The Story of the Bible: The Fascinating History 
of its Writing, Translation, and Effect on 
Civilization by Larry Stone, donated by Bill 
Andrulot  
 

7. The Passion of Jesus Christ: Fifty Reasons 
Why He Came to Die by John Piper, purchased at 
the Lancaster Library Used Books Sale  
 

8. Reasonable Faith: The Scientific Case for 
Christianity by Dr. Jay L. Wile, purchased at the 
Lancaster Library Used Books Sale 
 

Margaret Radcliffe 
 
 

Revelation  Study 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have had a number of requests at various times 
to do a Revelation study. After some discussion, I 
have tentatively planned to do a study from 3:00-
5:00 on Wednesdays beginning about mid-June at 
our place "Wellspring" in Reedville.  
 
I am hoping this is a reasonable time for anyone 
who might be interested. It is intended to be an 
open-ended Bible teaching/discussion format that 
could easily run to 6 months in length. However, 
full attendance is not necessary as each weekly 
installment should have plenty of stand-alone 
content. Please let me know if this is of interest to 
you. 
 
Todd Lewis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Krisman, Leslie Jeffress and I would like to 
thank all the women who came to our Thrift Shop 
Training Day last month. Our wonderful shop can’t 
work without you and you are truly a blessing to 
us! 
 
I hope you came away with  renewed energy and 
pride in this thrift shop that our Lord has blessed  
us with. 
 

Suzy Norman 
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 St. Stephen’s Anglican 
Church breaks ground for  
new church campus with 

Bishop Guernsey 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Bishop Guernsey turns the first shovel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Architect David Norden shakes hands with 
Jeffrey at the ground breaking 

Aerial view of our new property, compliments of 
Stan Rasberry and Fred Wimberly 

                Conceptual drawing of new church. 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
June   2 John Powers, Bill Tracey 
June   9 Barbara and Dick Seed 
June 16 Lynn and Howard York 
June 23 Pam and Herb Smith 
June 30 Irene Haley and Stan Rasberry 
July    7 Lyn Neira  
 

Acolytes 
June   2 Chris Cralle 
June   9 Marley Kimmitt 
June 16 Emma Saunders 
June 23 Caitlyn Cralle 
June 30 Jennifer Radcliffe 
July    7 Sarah Saunders 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

June   2 YOUTH SUNDAY 
June   9 Todd Lewis (L) 
  Langley Lewis (P) 
June 16 Frank McCarthy (L) 
  Elaine Price (P) 
June 23 Julie Pritchard (L) 
  Margaret Radcliffe (P) 
June 30 Susan Read (L) 
  Brooke Read (P) 
July    7 Barbara Seed (L) 
  Dick Seed (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
June   2 Suzy Norman, Irene Haley 
June   9 Harrison and Priscilla Williams 
June 16 Fred Woodard, Tony Blackstone 
June 23 Ward LeHardy, Elaine Price 
June 30 Charlie Franck, Lucy Logan 
July    7 Frank McCarthy, Constance  
  McDearmon 
 

Altar Guild   
June  Dana Bloom, Betty Cralle &  
  Barbara Seed 
July  Judy LeHardy, Susan Thomas 
 

Prayer Ministers 
June   2 Brian Hart, Susan Thomas 
June   9 Steve Proctor, Marion Mitchell 
June 16 Sam and Gayle Marston 
June 23 George Beckett, Mary Swann 
June 30 Tad de Bordenave, Suzy Norman 

Coffee Hour 
June   2 
June   9 
June 16 
June 23 
June 30 
July    7 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
June   1  Lynn York    
June   6  Susan Read 
June 10  Melissa Cerar 
June 12  Bill Powers, Bob David 
June 18 Fred Wimberly 
June 19  Sue Joslyn 
June 20  Tommy & Timothy Kimmitt 
June 21  Lyn Conley, Miriam Sussman 
June 22  Lisa Carson 
June 23  Lynne Cerar 
June 25  David Burke 
June 28  Judy LeHardy, Jeanne Hickey 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

June   1 Joyce and Lewis Smith 
June   2  Lou and Bob David 
June   5 Katrina and Daniel Mochamps 
June   7  Ellie and Max Knight 
June   8 Laura and Fred Woodard 
June   9  Sandra and Ben Ward 
June 11  Ingrid and Hunter Manson 
June 17 Gayle and Sam Marston 
June 24  Tom & Elaine Price & 
  Priscilla and Harrison Williams 
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 
woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 
and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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