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TABLE TALK 
 
Our third Table Talk in the Series on 
Egypt will be on Friday, January 20th 

beginning at 6:30pm in the Parish Hall. 
 
This will include an authentic Egyptian 
meal, prepared by the Levites, followed 
by a talk by Jennifer Cate, the Executive 

Director of Hands Along the Nile Development Services (HANDS). 
HANDS is an American 501(c)3, not-for-profit, organization located in 
Arlington, VA that is committed to building bridges between the 
people of Egypt and the US. In addition to programs of exchange and 
dialogue, HANDS also supports projects aimed at bringing socio-
economic stability to Egyptian communities.  
 

Jennifer Cate spent most of her life abroad, 
living in Iran, Syria, Egypt and Kazakhstan. 
Knowledge of Arabic and 10 years in Egypt 
has contributed to her special appreciation for 
Egyptian culture. She started as a Program 
Manager at HANDS in 2003, and since 2005 
has been the Executive Director, working to 
increase the capacity of HANDS. Jennifer 
holds a BA in English from Wheaton College, 
IL and an MA in Applied Linguistics from the 
American University in Cairo. She also holds 

a Certificate in Nonprofit Management from Georgetown University.  
 
Be sure to sign-up early for this Table Talk since it will be offered to 
the public and seats are limited to the first 120 to sign-up. There is no 
charge for the meal, but donations are gladly accepted. 
 
 

Ward & Judy LeHardy 
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JEFFREY’S JOURNAL 
 

The season of 
Epiphany is nearly 
upon us.  It begins on 
January 6, the feast 
of the Epiphany, 
when we celebrate 
the visit of the magi 
to pay homage to 

Jesus . (Matthew 2:1-12)  In Christian thinking, an 
epiphany is a moment when the glory of God is 
manifest in a way that people “get it.”  They 
recognize who God is.  And the humble ones 
among them fall to their knees in worship before 
Him, the King of kings and Lord of lords.  The 
Gospels tell us of a number of such epiphanies, 
for example: 
 
�John the Baptist recognized Jesus and said, 

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world;” (John 1:29) 

�God the Father and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon Jesus as He came  up out of the waters 
of baptism in the River Jordan; (Mark 1:9-11) 

�Nathaniel recognized Jesus and said, “Rabbi, 
truly you are the Son of God;” (John 1:49) 

�The Samaritan woman at the well told her 
village that Jesus was the Messiah, and they 
came to see that He was the Savior of the 
world;” (John 4:1-42) 

� Andrew, James and John went up on a 
mountain to pray with Jesus and saw Him in 
His glory. (Luke 9:28-36) 

�Thomas realized that the man who came into 
the upper room truly was Jesus,  and said, 
“My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28) 

 At moments like these, the lights come on, 
and that which was enshrouded in mystery, or 
only partially known, or only vaguely understood, 
can be seen clearly.  “Behold the Lamb.”  “Truly 
you are the Son of God.”  “My Lord and my God.” 
 Christians are people for whom the lights 
have come on, and we have recognized that 
Jesus is the Son of the living God, the Savior of 
the world.  As a Christian, I have discovered that 
coming to this belief is not a one-time thing.  The 
life of faith is a deep experience between us and 
God.  Therefore, the truth of God is constantly 
being revealed to us with new depth, new 
poignancy, new urgency.  Our hearts are newly 

broken by the love of God as we experience over 
and over His patience, His forgiveness and His 
provision.  We are newly convicted from time to 
time of the seriousness of the call God places on 
our lives.  We become newly aware of the tragic 
plight of those who do not know Jesus, and who 
face an eternal future without Him.   
 The lesson for me is that I now live 
expecting epiphanies to happen in my life.  God 
isn’t done with me yet.  And He isn’t finished 
revealing Himself to me.  For that I praise Him!  
And I look forward to the next epiphany with 
excited anticipation. 
 My prayer for you this season is that you 
can live with the excitement of a child, with a 
sense of wonder undiminished by age, because 
God continues to reveal Himself to you.  Live as 
people who expect to know Him better each day.  
Expect to know His Word in new depth of 
understanding.  Expect to hunger for Him more. 
Expect to have more love and concern for the 
least, the last and the lost.  Expect the Holy Spirit 
to knock your socks off with the wonders He can 
do.  May the lights come on for you over and 
over.  May Epiphany be more than just a season 
for you, but a way of life. 
 

The Rev. Jeffrey O. Cerar 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 January is stewardship month at St. 
Stephen's. Pledge forms will be mailed out by 
Epiphany (January 6). Personal Ministry Pledges 
and Financial Pledges will be due back to the 
church by January 22. This is your opportunity to 
make decisions on how you want to serve the 
Lord in 2012. Please be in prayer about that, and 
about what you financial pledge will be for this 
year.  
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Dear Saints of St. Stephen's: 
 It is with a very grateful heart that I write 
to thank you for your thoughts, prayers, dinners, 
cards of encouragement and visits while I was 
struggling with severe back pain.  The power of 
your prayers was very much felt and helped 
immensely in getting through the acute pain I 
experienced. 
 

 I am much better now and able to function, 
for the most part, without the high level of pain I 
was experiencing.  With God's healing power, I 
improve a little each day. 
 

 To the Clergy, Prayer Chain participants, 
my Bible Study group, and those that are 
unknown to me that held me up to God thank 
you.  The St. Stephen's family is truly a caring 
and loving place. 
 

Most Sincerely, 
 

David Gwaltney 
 
 
 
 I want to thank you for the tremendous 
response for food and/or money for food for 
Gleamers & Blenders. Through your generosity 
many families will have more reason to give 
thanks this Christmas. 
 

Thank you and blessings, 
 

Tom Price 
 
 

SENIOR WARDEN REPORT 
 

Thank you, church 
family, for your 
encouragement of 
our new Vestry and 
your prayers for a 
successful year.  
The next 12 months 
will be challenging, 
and a strong, 
sustained uplifting of 

prayers will be vital to the fulfillment of our mission 
for God’s glory.  
 
 I encourage you to talk with Vestry 
members about any and all church issues you feel 
we should know about.  As we proceed through 
2012, there may be rumors and falsehoods floating 
around us.  So please do not get angry or upset 
until you have discussed your concerns with the 
Vestry.   The Vestry Assignments article in this 
issue outlines the focus of each Vestry member.  
 
 Our Vestry members have years of 
administrative experience inside and outside the 
Church; we will use that God-given strength to 
work as a team providing solutions to the 
requirements of the St Stephen’s family.  Our 
priest, Jeffrey, is a strong, experienced and 
blessed leader, who has a clear vision for our 
church wherever we may be.  The Vestry is there 
to support Jeffrey in discerning God’s plan for us.    
 
 We are aware that 2012 maybe a trying 
time as we await the outcome of the current court 
case and the unknowns associated with the 
decisions.  St. Paul addressed our situation clearly 
in 1 Corinthians 10:13, “No temptation (or trial) has 
overtaken you except what is common to mankind.  
And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, he will provide a way out so that you can 
endure it.”  Our God will be with us all the way and 
will protect each member of our beloved church. 
 
 I wish you a blessed Christmas and 
meaningful New Year. 
 
 

Yours in Christ, 
    George Beckett  
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Greetings to the Women of St. Stephen’s, 
 
 As your new president, I want to send you 
all best wishes for a happy, healthy, Christ-filled 
New Year! 
 
 I am humbled, and yet honored to be 
elected your next president.  Suzy Norman is a 
tough act to follow, and I want to thank her for her 
excellent leadership over the past two years.  
 
Members of the Women’s Board for 2012: 
 
Past President and Liaison to the Thrift  Shop, 
Suzy Norman 
Vice President, Marie Carstensen 
Recording Secretary, Bev Hart 
Corresponding Secretary, Sally Custer 
Treasurer, Eleanor Semerjian 
Thrift Shop Treasurer, Pam Smith 
Prayer and Worship, The Rev. Mary Swann 
Outreach, Corinne Anthony and Elaine Price 
Intercessor for Women’s Ministry, Lou David 
Fellowship and Hospitality, Charlaine Andrulot 
 
 At our regular monthly meeting and 
luncheon in November 2011, we had a 
brainstorming session led by Mary Swann to 
determine the role women play in the overall life 
of the parish - Who are we?  What should we be 
doing?  As we remain on a threshold pending the 
outcome of the lawsuit, how do we determine 
where we want to go from here?  After a time of 
spirit filled prayer, several options were 
considered as possibilities, but in the end it 
seemed that the current format of our meetings is 
working well, as it provides additional time to 
study and have fellowship with our Christian 
sisters.  For the next six months we agreed to 
focus on discipleship and we hope to reach out to 
every woman in St. Stephen’s.  Through a study 

on prayer at our monthly meetings, we will be 
listening for direction from the Lord regarding 
outreach to the greater community.   
 Any woman is invited to join us at our 
monthly programs for study, fellowship and 
prayer. We would love to hear your suggestions 
or pray for your particular needs. Finally, as the 
women of St. Stephen’s, we want to support Jeff 
and the vestry in their goals for the coming year 
through strong prayer support, discipleship and 
ministry. 
 
 I will look forward to our first meeting on 
Thursday, January 19th at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Rectory.  Lunch will be provided. 
 

Blessings, 
Donna Soule 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Bishop David Bena will be our 
speaker at our 2012 Parish 
W e e k e n d .  M a k e  y o u r 
reservations early this year as 
this will more than likely be a 
sell-out. Mark your calendars 
now: October 5-7. 
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ST. STEPHEN’S IS A 
WELCOMING CHURCH 

 
 
David and I moved to RW-C in Irvington in 
March. We came to St. Stephen’s the 
second Sunday we were here and were 
welcomed by Tad and Connie in the 
parking lot. Our families go back many 
years and they were waiting for us to 
usher us into the church to the pew with 
Joy and David Gwaltney. We already 
knew about them from mutual friends. 
They welcomed us and introduced us to 
people at coffee hour. What a lovely, 
warm feeling we had. We met Jeffrey who 
welcomed us. Warm welcome was the 
word! 
 
 We immediately joined Tad’s Bible 
study and just love it. Joy and David 
introduced us to the home Bible study 
group we now enjoy. We so love Jeffrey’s 
Bible centered sermons. Sunday mornings 
are a joy to us. 
 
 Our St. Stephen’s experience is a 
true blessing. To top off our experience as 
the icing on the cake, was the Parish 
Weekend. We loved it all. The spirit of joy 
and love was palpable. The teachings led 
by Jeffrey, Daniel, Mary and Tad and their 
panels was great. Each had its own 
personality. A lot of thought and truth was 
their gift to us all. We loved the music and 
the Saturday night “talent show.” It was 
absolutely delightful. We still laugh. 
 
 Thank you, St. Stephen’s. You 
have made our nine months with you such 
a joy. Real Holy Spirit joy. 
 

Agnes Burke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JUNIOR WARDEN  
DECEMBER REPORT 

 
Maintenance – The first leaf 
cleanup crew was made up of 
Ed Ulfig, Bill Andrulot, 
Bobby Edmonds, and 
“Smitty” Smith. The second 
leaf/branch cleanup crew was 
made up of Ed Ulfig, George 
Beckett, George Kranda, 
Tom Price, Stan Rasberry, 

Melinda Floom, and Bob David. Our thanks to these 
willing workers who helped make our Church properties 
look clean and neat. Our thanks also to Jinkie and 
Charlie Wrightson for allowing us to deposit all that 
debris near the woods behind their home. That made the 
task that much easier. The door sweep on the back door 
of the Church was replaced by Wayne Jett. He also 
adjusted the latches on both doors, as they had slipped. 
During a recent light frost, the two wooden ramps (Church 
and Thrift Shop) were very slippery. One lady fell on the 
Thrift Shop ramp. Fortunately, she was not seriously 
injured. That ramp is also covered with moss and will have 
to be powerwashed. It has been closed for use until it can 
be cleaned up and until both ramps can be treated so that 
they are safe for use. Please be careful when using the 
Church ramp until that work can be accomplished.  

 
 
 Last month’s Q & A: We had three winners from 
last month’s Q & A.  The winners were ….. Ed Ulfig, 
Elaine and Tom Price.  They all agreed that Zaccheus was 
a likely candidate for the shortest person in the Bible.  Ed 
wrote that the two words summing up the criteria for 
salvation were “Jesus Christ.”  It is hard to argue against 
that answer, but the key words were “repent” and 
“believe.”  Ed did go on to say, however, “Repent, fear the 
Lord, and you will be saved by grace through faith in 
Christ.”  So he sure had the idea.  Elaine and Tom nailed 
down “Peter’s fish,” the most predominant fish in the Sea 
of Galilee to this day – the Tilapia!   
 
 As a follow-up to a Q & A from a couple of months 
ago referring to the number of time that God parted the 
waters for people in the Bible, look at Revelation 
16:12.  God dries up the Euphrates River to make way for 
the kings from the east.  Just when you thought you knew 
it all, the Bible surprises.  Keep reading! 
 
 God bless to all and have a very Merry Christmas. 
 

Bill Bloom 
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VESTRY ASSIGNMENTS FOR 
2012 ANNOUNCED 

 
At the December 15th meeting of St. Stephen's 
Vestry, new members were welcomed and out-
going members were thanked for their service. 
Leaving the board are Steve Proctor, who ably 
served as Senior Warden this past year; Bill 
Bloom, who graciously served all three years of 
his term as Junior Warden; and Alan Joslyn, 
who prudently oversaw the Church's outreach 
program this past year. St. Stephen's is 
blessed to have these faithful servants of the 
Lord in our midst. 
 
 Coming onto the Vestry this year are 
April Kranda, Bill Andrulot, and Tad 
deBordenave. 
 
 At this first meeting of the new Vestry, 
George Beckett was appointed Senior Warden 
and Bill Andrulot was elected Junior Warden. 
As Senior Warden, George Beckett will work 
closely with our rector on all issues that arise. 
When the Vestry decides that something needs 
to be done, the Senior Warden sees that it 
happens.  
 
 As Junior Warden, Bill Andrulot is in 
charge of our physical plant, including security, 
maintenance, repair and capital improvement. 
Bill will supervise contracts for equipment 
maintenance, grounds care and snow removal. 
In this role, he will be enlisting the help of other  
knowledgeable and skilled members of our 
congregation.  
 
 April Kranda will take on the job of 
coordinating outreach. Her responsibilities 
include working up and proposing a list of 
recommended contributions three or four times 
a year. She'll work with the Women of St. 
Stephen's outreach coordinator to balance out 
our giving, so that local, national and 
international giving are all judiciously covered. 
 
 
 Tad deBordenave will be the Vestry's 
liaison to the church's soon-to-be re-formed 
Mission Empowerment group. The purpose of 

this group will be to educate the congregation 
on our mission theology, vision and activities; 
organize people and tasks to involve as many 
people in the congregation as possible in 
mission activity; assure that those who serve 
on missions will be trained adequately; and 
participate in team debriefing after a mission 
team returns.     
  
 Todd Lewis will continue in his 
assignment as discipleship coordinator. His job 
is to keep track of all the home groups and 
Bible studies, and assure that the congregation 
is made aware of the opportunities for small 
group study. He wil l a lso make 
recommendations on the needs and 
opportunities for Christian education at St. 
Stephen's.   
 
 Jinky Wrightson will take on a new 
responsibility as liaison to the Women's 
Ministry. She'll be staying in regular contact 
with the Women's Ministry leadership so as to 
advise the Vestry on matters of scheduling, 
resources and needs.  
 
 Corinne Anthony will continue this year 
to serve as Registrar, whose job it is to keep 
the minutes of all vestry meetings.  
 
 Betty Dillingham, who attends all vestry 
meetings, will continue to serve as Treasurer.  
 
 St. Stephen's is blessed by these 
leaders’ willingness to respond, “I am the Lord's 
Servant. May it be to me as you have said.” 
Luke 1:38 
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A NEW MONTHLY ADDITION 
 

Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,  
Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices,  

Who from our mothers’ arms hath blessed us on our way  
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours to-day.  

 
 

INTRODUCING... 
 
 

Now Thank We All our God  
A New Monthly Addition to our St. Stephen’s Newsletter  

 
In the coming months, we will be asking the people of St. Stephen’s to reflect on and share their 
thanksgivings which will be published in our newsletter as a regular feature article. We will do this by 
groups, asking each Bible study, prayer, music, youth, fellowship, service, and leadership group in 
turn to think about and record some of the many ways God has blessed them and this church family. 
The statements will be published without mention of individual names. Our hope is that these 
statements of thankfulness will help us keep our minds and hearts focused on the goodness and 
mercy of God, regardless of our individual or collective circumstances. We begin this month with our 
rector.    
 

A Statement of Thankfulness  
by Jeffrey O. Cerar  

 
Three times in my life, I faced certain death, and the Lord rescued me. Reflecting on that one night in 
prayer, I realized that He had rescued me many more times from spiritual perils. Beyond that, He 
saved me from spiritual death by giving His only Son, Jesus, to die for my sins. I thank Him every day 
for that immense blessing. And now, He has brought me to a place where I know Him intimately, I love 
Him completely, and I trust Him with my life. He has given me godly mentors; He has softened my 
heart of stone; He has given me Lynne as my wife; He has blessed me with wonderful children and 
grandchildren; and He has given my life a purpose, which, in great gratitude, I am serving out here at 
St. Stephen’s. I have a profound sense that God knew me before He even formed me in my mother’s 
womb, and that everything that has happened to me, God has used for His perfect purposes. For all 
this I am more thankful than words can express.  
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THE PRODIGAL SON RETURNS 
Morris Dillingham 

 
How many of us have seen the Scriptures repeated in our 
lives? The Bible contains many life stories of people not 
unlike us with the same foibles and doubts. We had lost 
children, failed marriages and other sad events due to our 
failed human nature. But then when we trust in God, in His 
time He makes it right.  It is then, with immeasurable joy, 
that we realize our return to his embrace has occurred. 
  
 Last month the choir sang Borning Cry, the message 
about God’s unfailing love from our birth to our 
passing. “He was there to hear our borning cry; He is there 
when we are old ….” In another example of God’s grace, 
Henri J.M. Nouwen in The Return of the Prodigal Son wrote 
of God’s patiently waiting for us to return home.  Nouwen 
wrote this book after he was moved by the Rembrandt 
portrait of Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son. The book 
was recommended to me many years ago by a Christian 
friend who knew of my pain from the estrangement of my 
elder son. From that point on the story was not far from my 
mind as I hoped and prayed for reconciliation with my son. I 
had even heard that my son, Jeff, had compared himself to 
the prodigal son and this gave me some hope. But several 
attempts at reconciliation failed as Jeff was dealing with his 
own pain; it was not in God’s time and maybe I wasn’t 
ready either. I placed a copy of the book which I had 
intended to send to Jeff in a file cabinet and forgot about it 
for many years. Then, a few weeks ago, the opportunity to 
visit Jeff in South Carolina occurred. I had spoken with Jeff 
a couple of times by phone and he seemed ok with meeting 
me so it was with great hope and no small trepidation that I 
prepared for the visit.    
  
 Face to face, a handshake and then we sat down to 
breakfast at a neutral public restaurant. Then there ensued 
a rehash of grievances which, at first, seemed to be back 
where we were 30 years ago. Things needed to be said 
and cleared. And then, when I suggested that we just 
forgive each other, the smiles began and the healing 
commenced. The waiter’s shift changed, we talked on and 
on. Finally it ended after four hours with hugs and tears 
when I needed to pick up Betty from her errands. I can’t 
recall a more joyous experience as when I found that my 
son is a believer and has a strong faith. God was there to 
hear our forgiveness and He’ll be there when Jeff is 
old.  Now I can send that long delayed gift to my son just as 
God delivers his Gift to us. 
  
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow!! 

FROM THE 
LIBRARIAN 

 
EMERGENCY – Someone has 
inadvertently returned the wrong tape 
in a box labeled for the Book of Acts 
in the Dick Woodward series of 
tapes. It is Volume II, Tape 11. The 

tape that was 
inserted in the 
box is an 
“instruction for 
Rotisserie and 
R e c i p e 
Collection” for 
a Showtime 

Rotisserie & BBQ Oven. Please 
check your tape collection to see if 
you have the Woodward tape, 
perhaps in the rotisserie and BBQ 
box. If so, please return the tape to 
the Librarian’s mailbox outside the 
office in the Parish Hall. The 
Rotisserie and BBQ tape will be there 
waiting for you. 
 
 

Thanks and God Bless. 
Bill, the Librarian 

 
 
 
 

 

MMany books inform, 
but only one 
transforms— 

the Bible. 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 

Jan.  1 Bev and Brian Hart   
Jan.  8   Tony Blackstone and Jim Logan 
Jan. 15   Ed Ulfig and Steve Proctor 
Jan. 22   Anna and Pat Brennan 
Jan. 29   Bobby Edmonds and Chris Cralle 
Feb. 6  Bob David and Doug Smoot 
 

Deacon 
 

Jan. 1  The Rev. Mary Swann 
Jan. 8  The Rev. Daniel Mochamps 
Jan.15 The Rev. Mary Swann 
Jan 22 The Rev. Mary Swann 
Jan.29 The Rev. Daniel Mochamps 
  

Acolytes 
 

Jan.   1 Caitlyn Cralle   
Jan.   8   Tim Lewis 
Jan. 15   Sarah saunders 
Jan. 22   Emma Saunders 
Jan. 29   Chris Cralle 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

Jan.   1 Ward LeHardy (L) 
  Judy LeHardy (P)   
Jan.   8   Langley Lewis (L) 
  Todd Lewis (P) 
Jan. 15   Elaine Price (L) 
  Frank McCarthy (P) 
Jan. 22   Colston Newton (L) 
  Julie Pritchard (P) 
Jan. 29   Brooke Read (L) 
  Susan Read (P) 
 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Jan.   1    Charlie Franck 
Jan. 15   Ward LeHardy  
Jan. 29   Elaine Price 
 

Altar Guild 
 

January Priscilla Williams and Lynn York 
 
Greeters    
 

January 
 

Coffee Hour 
 

Jan.   1   Judy and Ward LeHardy & 
  Charlaine and Bill Andrulot 
Jan.   8   Ruth and Charlie Franck 
Jan. 15   Charlaine and Bill Andrulot & 
  Judy and Ward LeHardy 
Jan. 22   Sally Custer, Marion Mitchell & 
  Corinne Anthony 
Jan. 29   _____________________? 
  
 
 

  
 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
Jan.   1 - Max Knight 
Jan.   2 - Beverly Hart 
Jan.   4 - Pauline Edmonds, Steve Proctor 
Jan.   6 - Brooke Read 
Jan.   8 - Ellie Knight 
Jan. 10 - Patricia Brennan 
Jan. 16 - Glenice Coombs 
Jan. 17 - Gail Gillan 
Jan. 18 - Elaine Price 
Jan. 27 - Charles Wrightson, Val Hutchison and 
      William Tracey 
Jan. 29 - Irene Haley 
Jan. 31 - Ingrid Manson 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Jan. 15 - Marie and Al Carstensen 
Jan. 24 - Lynn and Howard York  
Jan. 25 - Phyllis and Walt TeStrake  

 
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 
and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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Rudolph went Christmas caroling! 


