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JEFFREY’S JOURNAL 
 

 At the Last 
Supper, Jesus told His 
disciples that one of 
them would betray 
Him.  (See, e.g., Mark 
14:21-26)  They were 
all horrified, of course, 

and one by one said, “Not I, Lord.”  But Jesus 
knew about Judas, and He said, “Woe to that one 
who betrays the Son of Man.  It would be better 
for him if he had not been born.” (Mark 14:21)  
Something in us says, “Wait a minute.  How can 
God condemn someone who is doing something 
that is part of God’s plan?”  After all, Judas‘ 
betrayal was what led to Jesus’ arrest in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and began the way of 
the cross, through which God’s plan of salvation 
came to a climax. 
 
 A few things can be said.  First of all, 
Judas acted of his own free will.  He was free to 
change his mind when Jesus pointed out this 
terrible thing that he was about to do.  He made 
the choice.  He took the necessary steps.  But 
God knew Judas was going to do it.  So it was 
part of God’s plan, but He left Judas free to act 
otherwise.  In fact, our obedience to God’s will is 
part of God’s plan, but we often, because of our 
free will, disobey Him.  How do you make sense 
of this? 
 
 The best thing I have read on this comes 
from J.I. Packer, the great Anglican scholar and 
churchman, most famous for his book, Knowing 
God.  In another, smaller, volume called God’s 
Plans for You (Crossway, Wheaton, IL 2001), 
Packer was reflecting on the story of Joseph 
being sold into Egypt by his brothers, and going 
through many years of suffering because of his 
brothers’ sin.  Yet, Joseph rose to be a prominent 
man in Egypt, and through his wisdom and 
planning, saved many people in the 
Mediterranean world from an extended famine.  
Included among those saved by Joseph were the 
Hebrew people.  So God used the sin of Joseph’s 
brothers to set up his saving grace for His people.  
Here is what Packer says about this:   
 

This is the plan of God, says the Bible.  It 
cannot be thwarted by human sin, 

because God made a way for human sin 
itself to be a part of the plan, and defiance 
of God’s revealed will is used by God for 
the furtherance of his will.  [p. 21] 
 

 What an amazing thing!  God has a plan 
that cannot fail.  He gives free will to people, both 
those who try to serve Him and those who try not 
to.  And He uses the choices we make to fulfill 
His plan.  And yet, because we are free, He holds 
us accountable for our choices and our behavior.  
J.I. Packer, in the same book says,  
 

This, then, is the God of the Bible—a God 
who reigns, who is master of events, and 
who works out through the stumbling 
service of his people and the impudence of 
his foes his eternal purpose for his world.  
[p. 22] 
 

 We, of course, hope not to be God’s 
impudent foes.  In fact, we who have repented 
and believe in Christ, know that we are saved, 
despite our sinfulness.  Our fond desire is that 
our service to Him, “stumbling” though it may be, 
will be part of His plan.  Those who are God’s 
foes do not have access to the fullness of life that 
Jesus promises His disciples.  They are destined 
to feel unfulfilled, dissatisfied, and dysfunctional.  
And how painful would it be to find, as Judas did, 
that all you did for God was to reject Him?  When 
we get to the Judgment, we want at all costs not 
to hear Jesus say, “Depart from me you evil 
doers; I never knew you.” (Matthew 7:23)  What 
we long to hear Him say is, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.  Come and enter into the joy of 
your Master.” (Matthew 25:23)  
 

Yours in Christ, Jeffrey Cerar, Pastor 
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 I want to thank everyone who pitched in 
to rescue the Bake Sale in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Irene.  As many of you know, we lost 
a good quantity of baked goods because of 
extended electricity outages caused by the 
storm.  For a while it was questionable whether 
we would have a decent supply to sell since so 
many people who would have baked couldn’t 
because of power outages.   
 
 My sincerest thanks to all of you who 
worked so diligently in the few days before the 
festival to bake extra goodies to make up for the 
losses.  The supply came pouring in on 
Saturday morning and we had to really hustle to 
get them packaged, labeled, priced, and out on 
the tables to sell. 
 
 I can’t say enough about the outstanding 
work of all of you who volunteered to help with 
the set-up, packaging, pricing, displaying, 
cashiering, and bagging on the day before the 
sale and on Festival day. 
 
 Our profit for the Bake Sale was 
$1,401.20, a remarkable amount considering 
that attendance was well below past fall 
festivals.   
 
 Thank you again for all your hard work 
and dedication in making the Bake Sale a 
success in spite of all the obstacles thrown in 
our path. 
 

Pauline Edmonds 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE TALK 
 

 The second Table Talk dinner and 
program will take place Friday, October 28 at 
6:30 p.m. Our guest speaker, John Alley, will 
focus on the History of Egypt. 
 
 John Alley has been the scholar-in-
residence at the Center for the Christian 
Understanding of Islam for the past ten months. 
In September he became a member of the Falls 
Church Fellows program. His particular program 
deals with Muslim-Christian relations and will 
expose him to the Muslim community and 
resources of the Washington area.  
 
 John has been a student of Islam going 
back to his years at James Madison University, 
where he was the Resident Advisor for the 
International Dorm. He has lectured on “The 
Frontiers of Islam” while at the Center and 
continued his relationships with Muslims in 
Richmond. 
 
 John Alley will be giving us the long view 
on Egypt, going back to the years before Moses 
through the foundations of the modern state. We 
are fortunate to have him speak on this topic.  
 
 He is also an accomplished singer, with a 
repertory of Middle Eastern music. Maybe we 
will hear from his expertise in that field as well. 
 
 As with all Table Talk programs, the 
public is invited so it is important to sign up early 
as we can only accommodate 120. While there 
is no cost, donations are always encouraged. 
 
 

Ward LeHardy 
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JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT 
 

Maintenance – Irene did considerable damage 
to the Sycamore trees around the Church and 
the west parking lot. The dogwood tree behind 
the parish hall snapped off. Several large trees 
were felled by the winds in the backyard at the 
rectory. Most of the branches and leaves in the 
parking lot and front yard of the church and 
parish hall were pulled into big piles by just three 
young children from the Monday Morning 
Munchkins led by Margaret Radclliffe. 
Margaret said the youngsters had a wonderful 
time making the piles. Removing the piled up 
branches and leaves required 8 truckloads! 
What a wonderful job the youngsters did. The 
cleanup behind the church and parish hall and 
between the two buildings was accomplished by 
Stan Rasberry, Ed Ulfig, and Dana Bloom. 
Smitty and Joyce cleaned up the mess made 
by the dogwood tree, and then they moved over 
to the backyard of the rectory joining George 
Beckett and Tony Blackstone with their chain 
saws cutting up a large walnut tree that blocked 
the driveway. Bobby Edmonds, Bill Andrulot, 
Jim Conley, and Lucy Logan joined in on the 
fun loading branches on trailers provided by 
George Beckett and Bill Andrulot. Seven or 
eight large tree trunks were cut way back to 
make room for parking cars at the Harvest 
Festival. Tony did a final cleanup with his 
portable blower. This work made room for about 
24 cars to be parked in the backyard, taking the 
pressure off of vendor and church member 
parking elsewhere. There was no count of truck 
load and trailer load trips to Jinky Wrightson’s 
backyard, but a mountain of branches and 
leaves were deposited there. Thank you Lord for 
the eleven marvelous members of our church 
who contributed their time and effort to clean up 
Irene’s mess. Real damage was done by Irene 
and the 18 inches of rain. Somehow two and 
one half feet of water got into the church 
basement and knocked out the dehumidifier and 
the furnace. Assessments are being made to 
see if we need to replace the two units or 

replace some parts to get them working again. 
One of the locking bars on the doors between 
the parish hall and the church stopped working. 
The Locksmith was called in and repairs were 
accomplished.  
 
Last Month’s Q & A’s – 1. In LUK 9:27, Jesus 
said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, some 
who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the kingdom of God.” Did some 
of His disciples see the kingdom of God? 
When? Who? 2. In EXO 14, God parts the 
waters of the Red Sea for the Israelites to 
escape from the Egyptian army. How many 
other times does God part the waters in the 
Bible and for whom?  
 

Winning Answer – 1. The Transfiguration 
section begins in the next verse when Jesus 
takes Peter, John and James up the mountain to 
pray. It is there that they see Moses and Elijah 
talking to Jesus and they enter a cloud where 
God says, “This is my Son, whom I have 
chosen; listen to him.”  

 

Winning Answer – 2. Three other times. In 2 
KIN 2:8, Elijah and Elisha cross the Jordan after 
Elijah (with God’s help) hits the waters with his 
cloak, and he and Elisha cross the river. Then, 
in 2 KIN 2:14, Elisha takes the cloak and hits the 
waters of the Jordan to cross back to the other 
side. The fourth time occurred in JOS 4:16 when 
Joshua led the Israelites through the Jordan 
River into the Promised Land. 

 

Next Month’s Q & A – Is it most likely that 
Christ wore his hair long or short? (Hint: Paul 
had some ideas on this in his letters to the 
Corinthians.) 
 

Send your answers to billb@kaballero.com 
 

Bill Bloom 
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 Saturday, September 17th may have been 
a dreary, raining day, but inside Mary Swann’s 
glassed-in porch overlooking the Rappahannock 
River, there was nothing but sunshine. The 
Women of St. Stephen’s (WSS) met for their 
annual picnic even though it wasn’t picnic 
weather. There was plenty of good food and 
wonderful fellowship. 
 
 The WSS Board of Directors will meet 
Thursday, October 6th at 9:00 a.m. in the rectory 
for a planning meeting to see what our vision will 
be in the coming months. There is no question 
our meetings have been more spiritual and I feel 
we have all grown in our love for the Lord. In 
what direction is the Lord leading us now? Are we 
moving into more of a service-oriented body? 
These and many more questions will be 
discussed at this Board meeting and you are 
welcome to attend. Our Board meetings are 
open, and if you feel the Lord nudging you to 
attend this meeting to voice your ideas, please 
join us.  
 
 During this past year our monthly meetings 
have centered around a teaching on spiritual 
gifts. Are you curious to find out what your gifts 
might be? Before our next monthly meeting we 
will have a “Spiritual Gifts Inventory” sheet 
available to all women. You may pick yours up in 
the hallway of the Parish Hall any time before our 
next meeting, Thursday, October 20th at 11:00 
a.m. At this meeting we will discuss what our 
results mean and how we can use them in God’s 
Kingdom. Also, my prayer is that we will be able 
to present our vision for the future at the October 
20th meeting. 
 
 As always, lunch will follow the meeting 
and please feel free to bring a friend. 
 

Suzy Norman 
 

MEET OUR NEW MEMBERS 
LOU AND BOB DAVID 

 
 Lou and Bob David moved to the 
Northern Neck in February of this year from 
Vienna, Va. Bob is a retired trial attorney who 
worked at the Justice Department. Lou was a 
full time volunteer.  
 
 The Davids were members of The Falls 
Church where they were both very involved. 
Bob was a leader with Community Bible Study 
(CBS) and Lou was involved in women’s 
ministry and healing ministry.  
 
 They knew about St. Stephen’s but tried 
other churches closer to home. Not finding 
what they were looking for, they came to St. 
Stephen’s because Jeff “preached the truth,” 
Lou said. 
 
 Bob and Lou have two adult daughters, 
Aimee who lives in California and Katie who 
lives in Philadelphia. Kathie also has the 
“granddog,” Rory, a very sweet English 
Bulldog. Lou loves this dog. 
 
 Bob enjoys sailing and working on his 
sail boat and Lou’s hobbies include reading and 
working in the garden. 
 
 When I asked Lou what she wanted the 
people of St. Stephen’s to know about them 
she said they love the Lord, and she has a 
passion for women’s ministry and healing. 
 
 We are happy to welcome Bob and Lou 
to St. Stephen’s! 
 

Suzy Norman 
 
 



6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our new Sunday School Coordinator, 
Sue Joslyn, has announced that Sunday 
School for children ages 4-12 will be starting 
up October 2. We will follow our familiar format: 
the children and their teacher will come to 
communion first, and then go to class. Sunday 
School will be 30 minutes, and the parents can 
pick up their children during coffee hour. 

Four Life Principles for the Christian Walk 
Parish Weekend 2011 

October 21-23 
Wakefield 4-H Center 

 
The Parish Weekend traditionally provides a relaxed time for fellowship and also for contemplation 
about our place and part in the Master’s Kingdom.  This year promises to be an exciting time for both 
dimensions.  As always, the Wakefield 4-H Center stands ready to host our fellowship with fine 
accommodations and great natural beauty. 
 
The theme of our study time this year will focus on our walk in the Kingdom.  Do you think more about 
your Christian walk when times are easy or when times are tough?  Many of us seem to spend more 
time on our knees during the latter.  The Parish Weekend aims to equip us with four principles to 
guide us in a full-time faithful walk.  They have been selected from Dr. Charles F. Stanley’s book 30 
Life Principles: 
 
1. Our intimacy with God determines the impact of our lives. 
2. Obey God and leave all the consequences to Him. 
3. Trusting God means looking beyond what we can see to what God sees. 
4. Brokenness is God’s requirement for maximum usefulness. 
 
Save these dates, and join your fellow SSA brothers and sisters for a weekend apart – a time of 
fellowship, worship, learning, rest, good food that we don’t have to cook, and a lot of fun. 
 

~~  Registration forms are in the Parish Hall  ~~ 
For further information contact Judy Rasberry 

 
 God willing, the 
Rev. Daniel Mochamps 
will be ordained to the 
Sacred Order of Priests 
in the Anglican Church 
in North America on 
Saturday November 5, 
2011 at The Falls 
Church, Falls Church, 
VA. All are invited to 

attend the service and support Daniel and 
Katrina in this milestone in their lives. Daniel will 
be ordained along with several other deacons 
and priests, one of whom will be Deborah 
Robbins, who attended our Women's retreat. 
The ordaining Bishop will be Julian Dobbs, who 
is now our CANA Archdeacon, and will have 
been consecrated a Bishop in Nigeria.  
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 

Oct.  2    Laura Woodard, George Beckett 
Oct.  9    Sam Marston, George Kranda 
Oct. 16   Susan Thomas, John Powers 
Oct. 23   Bill Ressler, Chris Cralle 
Oct. 30   Gayle Marston, Doug Smoot 
Nov. 6    Laura and Fred Woodard 
 
Altar Guild 
 

Oct.  Lynne Cerar, Virginia Townshend  
  and Betty Hillman 
Nov.   Julie Pritchard, Bev Hart and Marie 
  Carstensen  
 

Acolytes 
 

Oct. 2    Caitlyn Cralle  
Oct. 9  Tim Lewis 
Oct. 16 Sarah Saunders  
Oct. 23   Emma Saunders 
Oct. 30 Chris Cralle 
Nov. 6  Marley Kimmitt 
  
Lesson Readers 
  

Oct. 2   Dick Goertemiller (L) 
  Allen Joslyn (P)   
Oct. 9  Youth Sunday 
Oct. 16 Tom Kimmitt (L) 
  Phyllis TeStrake (P) 
Oct. 23  Judy LeHardy (L) 
  Ward LeHardy (P) 
Oct. 30 Todd Lewis L) 
  Langley Lewis (P) 
Nov. 6  Frank McCarthy (L) 
  Elaine Price (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Oct. 2  Ward LeHardy     
Oct. 9  The Rev. Mary Swann 
Oct. 16 Charlie Franck  
Oct. 23 The Rev. Mary Swann 
Oct. 30  Elaine Price 
Nov. 6  The Rev. Daniel Mochamps 
 

Greeters    
 

Oct.  Alison and Tom Kimmitt  
Nov.  Marie Carstensen and ? 

Coffee Hour 
 

Oct. 2   Judy and Stan Rasberry   
Oct. 9  Betty Dillingham, Gail Gillan 
Oct. 16 Barbara and Dick Seed 
Oct. 23  ? 
Oct. 30  Bill and John Powers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Happy Birthday  
 

Oct.   1 - Eliza Lewis, The Rev. Mary Swann  
Oct.   4 - Ben Wrightson 
Oct.   9 - Robert Lamb 
Oct. 10 - Ben Ward 
Oct. 11 - Jim Hundley 
Oct. 12 - Susan Thomas 
Oct. 16 - Blake Smith, Patrick Smith 
Oct. 24 - Frank McCarthy   
Oct. 28 - Pat Dalzell 
Oct. 29 - Leila Oren  (Jeff’s granddaughter) 

 
Happy Anniversary 

 

Oct.   5 - April and George Kranda  
Oct.   9 - Suzy and Bob Norman  
Oct. 17 - Barbara and Richard Seed  
Oct. 20 - Virginia and Laddie Townshend  
Oct. 23 - Susan and Brooke Read;  
               Jane & Paul Kimball 
Oct. 24 - Agnes and David Bruce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 
and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 
and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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RECYCLE YOUR COFFEE CUPS AFTER 
SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR  

 
 Yes, now that you've gotten the hang of recycling your Sunday 
worship booklets, we're moving on to coffee cups.  
 
 Perhaps you have noticed that the coffee cups we use at St. 
Stephen's are made from "fully renewable resources." They are also 
"compostable." Well, not in your backyard compost heap, but they are at a 
commercial facility.  

 
 Connie deBordenave is spearheading this recycling effort. (Thank you, Connie). Expect 
to see a special container near the coffee pots where you can drop your used coffee cups 
after Sunday Coffee Hour.  
 
 We're just starting with coffee cups for now. We'll see where we go from here later, after 
you get the hang of this!  
 

Corinne Anthony 
OOctober 


