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The third of our 3-part Table Talk series entitled China - the 
Emerging Giant will take place Friday, January 21, at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 This presentation will be on the topic Christianity in China. 

The speaker will be Dr. Wright Doyle, a scholar and Senior 

Associate of Global China Center. Dr. Wright is one of the more 

acclaimed experts on China in the area, and this should be a 

powerful presentation on all that God in doing to spread 

Christianity in China. More information on Dr. Doyle can be found 

on page 5. 

 

 As in all in the Table Talk series, the program will be 

preceded by a dinner prepared by the St. Stephen’s Levites.  It is 

open to the public, but seating is limited to the first 120 to sign 

up. You can sign up by calling the St. Stephen's Church office at 

(804) 580-4555 or on the sign-up sheet in the hallway. 
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JEFFREY’S JOURNAL 
 

 T w o  d a y s 
before Christmas, a 
couple walked into my 
office and handed me 
two envelopes that 
s a i d ,  ― M e r r y 
Christmas‖ on them.  
Inside each was a 

financial gift, and they asked me to give them to 
people who could use a boost.  I asked them to 
tell me more.  ―Our son,‖ they said, ―just returned 
from his third tour in Iraq.  We are grateful to God 
and wanted to show our thanks.‖  After they left, 
an aura of blessing remained behind. 
 
 Christmas time is like that.  People 
perform acts of kindness, sacrifice and love that 
are beyond the kinds of things they do the rest of 
the year.  I’m not just talking about Christians.  
It’s as if there is something in the air that 
motivates people to be more like children of God.  
What is it about the Christmas season that affects 
people that way?  I have thought about this every 
year for a long time.  I think what happens to us is 
that we get in touch with that part of ourselves 
that God created in His image.  There are 
moments during the season of Christmas when 
we forget to put ourselves first.  We forget that we 
have grudges.  We forget that we are afraid of 
people we don’t understand.  We forget to 
misunderstand, misjudge and mistreat people in 
our lives.  And in place of all this, we remember 
that we were created by a God of love, who 
looked at all He had made and declared it to be 
very good. 
 
 What makes us forget the bad for a few 
moments and remember the good, I think, is the 
overpowering image that inhabits our hearts at 
Christmas.  This image is intimately familiar to us 
Christians; but it is also very much before the 
consciousness of non-believers, for they cannot 
get away from it.  I am speaking of the image of 
the babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying 
in a manger.  I am speaking of the helpless child, 
exposed to the elements in his first hours of life, 
with the lowly parents who are on the road and 
have no place to spend the night.  I am speaking 

about God Himself, taking on this precarious and 
precious persona, for our sake.  The very idea of 
God, the all-powerful creator, the all-knowing One 
who owns the cattle on a thousand hills, humbling 
Himself and putting Himself at risk in such a way, 
is an idea that has irresistible power.  Some may 
choose not to believe this story, but the picture 
nevertheless burns itself into the mind and heart.   
 
 This couple who came bearing anonymous 
gifts did not tell me whether they were Christians.  
But it would not surprise me to learn that they 
were not.  People do these kinds of loving acts 
this time of year.  And those of us who do know 
this babe lying in the manger, Jesus, the Son of 
God, who came to take away the sins of the 
world—we understand.  We know the wonder of 
God’s surprising ways.  And we bow before Him 
in humble thanksgiving.   
 
 May that spirit stay with you throughout the 
coming year.  May Jesus so inhabit your hearts 
and minds that His love goes with you wherever 
you go, and leaves behind an aura of blessing 
wherever you have been.   
  

Yours in Christ, 
Jeffrey Cerar, Pastor 

 
 
 

JANUARY IS 

STEWARDSHIP TIME 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Stewardship:  All that I do with all that I 
have once I have said, ―I believe.‖  In the first 
week of January, you will receive an invitation to 
make a pledge of your personal ministry and your 
financial giving for 2011.  Please devote prayer 
and discernment to how you will respond, and 
bring in your pledges on Sunday January 23 for 

the offering, or mail them to the office (P.O. Box 
609, Heathsville, VA  22473) before that date.   



 

 

Dear God,  

 Praise your name! 
Thanks be to you! Again 

this year you have showered 
me with very generous gifts, 
given anonymously, and I 

am overwhelmed! Please bless those who responded 
to the nudge of your Holy Spirit to do this for me. 

Provide for them abundance in every aspect of their 
lives, that they may continue in their love for you that 

they freely share with others.  
 
 With my deepest thanks and love,  

Dixie 
 

+ + + + + 
 

 We wish to thank our St. Stephen’s family for 

all the prayers, well wishes and care during our 
hospital stays over recent months. We’re on the mend 

now and grateful for all the delicious meals, the visits, 
the phone calls, and the cards.  
 Seven years ago, when we were looking for a 

church to attend, Charlotte Hundley suggested that we 
visit St. Stephen’s. We did and it didn’t take long 

before we knew that we had found our church home.  
We are blessed! 

 
Bob and Bertie  

 
+ + + + + 

 
 Just a brief but heart-felt THANK YOU to all 
at St Stephen’s for a wonderful Advent Lunch on Dec. 
5th in the Fellowship Hall! It was great to be back at 

St. Stephen’s and to feel the energy and excitement 
about Jesus' mission in the world, particularly to the 

unevangelized.  
 Thanks so much for your prayers, support, and 
encouraging partnership in the Lord's mission! We 

would welcome your prayers also for January 3-7th, 
2011, as AFM has been invited to address the 

Bishops' Retreat for the Anglican Church of Nigeria. 
All of us at AFM send our best wishes to St. Stephen’s 

for a wonderful Christmas celebration!  
 

Peace to you, 

Julian Linnell, Director 
Anglican Frontier Missions 
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RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

HUGE IN DECEMBER! 
 
 Sally Custer and her Red Cross Canteen 
Team did a great job on December 7th supporting 
the blood drive with food and drinks. The team 
provided such good food that 85 donors 
successfully exceeded the 71 unit goal. This 
important ministry is supported by Sally and her 
husband Rod, Bill and John Powers, Ellie Knight 
Lewis (Smitty) and Joyce Smith. Thanks to each of 
you. 

George Beckett 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sometimes Mother Nature can mess up 
carefully made plans. Such was the case on 
December 17 when we were to have had our 
annual Christmas luncheon at The Tavern in 
Heathsville. The snow the previous day left the 
back roads with icy conditions and we had to cancel 
on the side of safety. We are hoping that we can 
get together for a fellowship luncheon in January 
when things slow down a bit. 
 
 The Women of St. Stephen’s will meet for 
their regular meeting at 11:00 a.m. in the Rectory 
Thursday, January 20.  
 

Suzy Norman 
 

EMERGENCY RELIEF 
 
 A group of St. Stephen’s men have 
volunteered to support, as needed, the 
Northumberland Disaster Coordinator, Mr. Kenny 
Eades. Our group is also available to help St. 
Stephen’s members who need emergency help 
caused by ice storms, wind storms, fire, hurricanes, 
snow, and/or flood. We can shovel snow, clean up 
debris, cut up downed trees, etc. The primary 
purpose of our group is to offer a source of help  
when you need immediate assistance. The 
members of the team are Doug Smoot, Tom Price, 
John Powers, Charley Wrightson, Ben Wrightson, 
Randy Smith, George Kranda, and Jim Logan. For 
more information , call me. Jim Logan 529-5914. 



TABLE  

   TALK  

 
 Dr. Wright Doyle 
received a B.A. with 
Honors in Latin from the 
University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill 
(1966); an M.Div. with 
Honors from the Virginia 

Theological Seminary in Alexandria (1969); and a 
Ph.D. in Classics from the University of North 
Carolina in Chapel Hill, with a dissertation on St. 
Augustine (1975). He studied Chinese at the 
Taipei Language Institute full-time for two years 
(1976-1978) and part-time for another two years 
(1980-82). From 1980 to 1988, Dr. Doyle served 
on the faculty of China Evangelical Seminary, 
Taipei, Taiwan, eventually as Associate Professor 
of New Testament and Greek. He is currently 
visiting faculty at several Chinese-language 
seminaries, teaching courses in New Testament 
and in Systematic Theology. 

 Dr. Doyle is co-author of China: Ancient 
Culture, Modern Society; author of Carl Henry: 
Theologian for all Seasons; editor of the 

Biographical Dictionary of Chinese Christianity; co
-editor of Studies in Chinese Christianity (Pickwick 
Publications); editor of the Greek-Chinese Lexicon 
of the New Testament and of the Chinese 
abridgment of Carl Henry's God, Revelation, & 
Authority. Several volumes composed in English 
have been published in Chinese, including New 
Testament Reference Works; Confucius and 
Christ; a commentary on Paul's letter to the 
Ephesians; The Way Home: A Faith for the 21st 
Century – the Luce Theological Lectures; The 
Lord’s Healing Words; and Hope Deferred: 
Studies in Christianity and American Society.  

 Dr. Doyle has also authored numerous 
articles and reviews of books about Christianity 
and/or Chinese culture, most of which can be 
found on this site. 
 
 Global China Center in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, was organized in 2004 to further the 
study of social change in modern China, and 
particularly the role of religion in Chinese society. 
 
 Dr. Doyle and his wife Dori have a grown 
daughter who is married.  
 

JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 The big leaf and stick roundup took 
place just before the cold weather moved in 
early in the month. Fifteen members of the 
congregation showed up and made short 
order of the effort. It was even rumored that 
Ward Lehardy was seen dancing with a rake 
on the roof of the Rectory. Also humming 
away on the ground were Bill Andrulot, Bobby, 
Bob, David, Jim, Stan, Smitty, Walt, Susan 
Thomas, Dana, Howard, Jim and Doug. 
Again, our thanks to Jinky and Charlie for the 
use of their farm to offload all the debris.  
 
 The heat on the second floor of the 
Thrift Shop is still a problem. There was a leak 
from the ceiling of the first floor, but that might 
have been caused by condensation. RMC 
found that the water pressure was too low to 
force the hot water from the boiler to the 
upstairs, but now that seems to have failed in 
spite of good water pressure. We will continue 
to track this problem.  
 
 The snow on 15th was fortunately not 
too significant. Jeff opened a path on the 
sidewalks, steps and ramps early in the day. 
Not a beat was missed in Church activities, 
except it was necessary to postpone the 
double Vestry meeting scheduled for the 16th 
because of road conditions in Lancaster 
County.  
 
 To one and all – have a wonderful, 
blessed Christmas and a happy, productive 
2011. 
 

God Bless. 
Bill Bloom 

4 



 

 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 

Jan.  2  Constance McDearmon and 
  Doug Smoot 
Jan.  9  Elaine & Tom Price 
Jan. 16  Tony Blackstone & Bill Ressler 
Jan. 23   Roy Hillman & Charlie Franck 
Jan. 30  Jim Logan & John Powers 
Feb.  6 Lynn & Howard York 
  
 

Altar Guild 
 

January Janet Steelman and Lynn York 
 

Acolytes 
       

Jan.  2 Jennifer Radcliffe  
Jan.  9 Caitlyn Cralle 
Jan. 16 Tim Lewis 
Jan. 23 Emma Saunders 
Jan. 30 Marley Kimmitt 
Feb. 6  Jennifer Radcliffe 
 

Lesson Readers  
 

Jan. 2   Tony Blackstone (L) 
  Joan Blackstone (P)   
Jan. 9   Bill Bloom (L) 
  Janet Steelman (P)  
Jan. 16 Ruth Franck (L) 
  Marie Carstensen (P) 
Jan. 23 Craig Soule (L) 
  Shirley Smith (P) 
Jan. 30 Jane Kimball (L) 
  Jim Conley (P) 
Feb. 6  Langley Lewis (L) 
  Todd Lewis (P) 
  

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

Jan.  2 The Rev. Mary Swann  
Jan.  9 Tony Blackstone  
Jan. 16 Constance McDearmon 
Jan. 23 Frank McCarthy 
Jan. 30 Bill Bloom 
Feb. 6  The Rev. Mary Swann 

Coffee Hour 
 

Jan.  2 Jeff and Lynne Cerar 
Jan.  9 __________________ 
Jan. 16 __________________ 
Jan. 23 __________________ 
Jan. 30 __________________ 
Feb. 6  __________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Happy Birthday  
 

Jan.   1 - Max Knight 
Jan.   2 - Beverly Hart 
Jan.   4 - Pauline Edmonds, Steve Proctor 
Jan.   6 - Brooke Read 
Jan.   8 - Ellie Knight 
Jan. 10 - Patricia Brennan 
Jan. 16 - Glenice Coombs 
Jan. 17 - Gail Gillan 
Jan. 18 - Elaine Price 
Jan. 27 - Charles Wrightson, Val Hutchison 
Jan. 31 - Ingrid Manson   
 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Jan. 15 - Marie and Al Carstensen  
Jan. 24 - Lynn and Howard York 
Jan. 25 - Phyllis and Walt TeStrake 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 

and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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 Joan and Tony Blackstone celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary at our December 
19th coffee hour. After 50 years of marriage, they are still in love and asked Jeff to preside at their 
renewal of wedding vows. When Jeff came to the part where he asked Tony, ―Do you promise to love 
her, comfort her, honor her and keep her in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, to be 
faithful to her as long as you both shall live,‖ Tony replied, ―I have and I will!‖ It was a wonderful 
morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


