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Thursday May 13 

Ascension Day worship at 7:00 PM 
Prayer Praise and Eucharist. 

 
Sunday, May 16 - Bishop's visit  

Bishop Bena will be with us 
for worship, encouragement and 

Confirmation. 
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JEFFREY’S JOURNAL 
 
  In August 2005 
St. Stephen’s sent our 
first mission team to visit 
our sister congregation 
in Mukono, Uganda.  At 
that time, Stephen 
Kaziimba was the 
Provost of the Cathedral 
of Sts. Philip and 

Andrew.  On this trip, we met Julie Twemanye, a 
member of Stephen and Margaret Kaziimba’s 
household.  Julie wanted to go to nursing school, 
and we wanted to help.  We were able to pay her 
tuition on several occasions.  Julie was awarded 
her nursing degree during Easter Week 2010.  
She has taken a position working in the Mukono 
Health Center, where we visited and prayed with 
the patients and staff in August 2005.    
 
 In this picture of Julie at graduation is 
Blessing, whom Julie adopted in the midst of her 
nursing education.  This child had been 
abandoned at the age of one week outside a 
hospital where Julie was working as an intern.  
 
 We saw Julie on our second visit to 
Uganda during the Twelve Days of Christmas, 
2008-9.  She was in great distress, because a 
woman whom she had asked to care for Blessing 
had disappeared with the child.  We prayed with 
her and asked God to rescue this little girl once 
again.  Julie informed us in June (6 months later) 
that Blessing had been found and returned to her.  
 
 God has granted many prayers regarding 
these dear friends.  Following is Julie’s letter of 
thanks to Stephen Kaziimba (now Bishop of 
Mityana Diocese), whom she calls Dad, because 
he and Margaret raised her when she was an 
orphan. 
 

Praise God Dad 

 
 I would like to extend my sincere gratitude 

to you for making me what I am.  

 I thank God for having loved me through 

you and our entire family. I don't know where I 
would be if I'd not accepted Him as my Lord and 
Savior. It's God who introduced me to you and 
you introduced me to Rev. Jeff Cerar and people 

of St. Stephens. 

 
 I thank God who showed me the way to a 
family which has been my source of love and joy. 
This strengthens me a lot to Jesus . SILVER  
AND GOLD I  DON'T HAVE BUT 
MAY GOD BLESS YOU ABUNDANTLY. Send 
my sincere gratitude to MUM and our entire 
family.  Send my appreciations to St. Stephen's 
church for supporting me too. 

 

I LOVE YOU, 

                       Julie 
  

 

 

God cannot be explained - 
only experienced. 



 

 

 

                   PLEASE PRAY FOR 

                THESE FIVE STUDENTS 
 
 
 Thanks to the love and kindness of eleven people or 
families from St. Stephen’s, ten students are assured of 
another school year at Jesus Nazareno school in San 
Francisco, Dominican Republic. My grateful thanks go out to 
each of you. ―Whatever you do to the least of my brothers, 
you do to me‖ Matthew 25:40 
 
Your prayers and gifts are still needed for five students who 
do not have a sponsor, they are: 
 

       Juan De Jesus Arias (he has been one of our sponsored students since age 9, his parents 
are dead and he has 2 brothers. Juan hopes to be a lawyer some day.)  

 
Jesus Alberto Garcia (age 15, in the 9th grade, has 3 brothers and wants to be an engineer.)  

 
Jennifer Hernandez (one of our original sponsored students, age 15, studies music and is 
involved with music at church; hopes to be a pediatrician.) 

 
Genesis Holquin Quero ( age 16, a very good student, likes to read, study and sing; wants to 
be a dentist.) 

 
Angeline Paulino Polonia (age 17, a senior who loves to read, study and play music; wants 
to be a psychologist.) 

 
 
 Each of these students needs a sponsor or sponsors to stay in school. Please pray that there 
will be those called who can help in providing the $300 needed for each to attend school, have a hot 
meal each day and two sets of school clothes. If someone is not able to give a full scholarship any 
amount will help us, we will just keep adding gifts together until it totals $300 and then I will send a 
picture and bio to each person who contributed so they can pray for their student. Share this 
opportunity with family and friends to spread Jesus light and love. 
 

Constance McDearmon 
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Stand on the Word of God 
and you won’t fall into error. 



SENIOR WARDEN REPORT 
 

 St. Stephen’s had 139 members as of the 

end of 2009, with an average Sunday attendance 

of 114. Let me ask you a question. How many 

members will St. Stephen’s have in five years? In 

ten years? This question is frequently on my 

mind. From our collective experience in various 

organizations over our lifetimes, we all know the 

rule that ―if an organization doesn’t grow, it will 

wither.‖ And, of course, some current members 

will depart while new ones arrive, so the new 

ones must outnumber those departing. God has 

entrusted a great mission to us, and lives are 

changed by our outreach and love, and we owe it 

to Him to make this congregation thrive and grow. 

 

 Now apply this concept to St. Stephen’s, 

where our age demographics paint a stark 

picture.  If we take the ten-year view, we 

obviously need to be about the business of 

adding a whole bunch of new members. It is 

already painfully apparent that our wonderful 

youth group of the past few years needs to be 

replenished. And wouldn’t it be glorious to have a 

thriving Sunday school? So the new members we 

seek must include families, and this will mean 

folks who are one or two generations behind 

most of us. That’s a brief review of our need to 

grow our membership. So what do we do about 

it? 

 

 I’m pleased to report that Jeff and the 

vestry continue to develop and support programs 

that should help attract new members. Some 

programs, like Brian Hart’s team going door-to-

door in local neighborhoods, are purely 

evangelistic. Other programs, like our Lenten 

suppers, Christmas caroling, the children’s Easter 

party, and devotions during our two festivals 

serve to reach non-member audiences while 

accomplishing their main purposes.  Something is 

working because we have gained six new 

members this year. But there is a practical limit to 

the number of programs that we can support with 

people and funds. 

 

 And that brings me to the point of 

suggesting that we all try a little harder as 

individuals to encourage friends and neighbors, 

and even casual acquaintances perhaps, to come 

to church with us. Many of us have already done 

this, and others may be trying. But we need to 

keep at it. Wherever you go, for example, you 

could look for an opportunity to strike up a 

conversation with a likely prospect. Just think 

how we would grow over the next few years if 

each person were to bring in one other new 

member or couple each year to become 

members. Doing the math would mean that in the 

first year we would gain maybe 100 members, 

plus children. And here’s the bonus: not only 

would we welcome new members, but new lives 

would be enriched, and God would be glorified 

tremendously.  

 
Tony Blackstone 
Senior Warden 

 
 
 
 

ADV MEN’S RETREAT  
 

 The Anglican District 
of Virginia’s annual Spiritual 
Life Weekend is scheduled 
for Friday June 4th to Sunday, 
June 6th at the Clarion Hotel 
and Conference Center in 
Sh e ph erd s to wn ,  W es t 

Virginia.  Bishops Martyn Minns and David Bena, 
who will be joined by guest speaker Dr. Bobby 
Hill, will host the weekend. Dr. Hill is an 
international motivational speaker, as well as a 
church planter and consultant.  He began his 37 
years of full time ministry as a missionary in both 
Western and Eastern Europe. The weekend 
program, which will begin on Friday evening and 
conclude early Sunday afternoon, will provide an 
opportunity for personal spiritual growth, plus 
time for rest and relaxation. 
 
 To learn more about the weekend, go 
online to www.2010ADVmen.com. Registration 
can be done directly at www.anglicandistrictof 
Virginia.org. The cost for the weekend, including 
meals, is $225 double occupancy and $320 
single occupancy. 
 

Brian Hart 

4 



 

 5 

MAY 2010 LIBRARY NEWS  

 

 Our library continues to expand this month. There are several new items listed below.  
 
Author/Source    Title       Category  
 
Dick Woodward                  New Testament (Vol. 2 & 3)  VIDEO 
Dick Woodward                 Old Testament Handbook  BH 
Dick Woodward                 New Testament Handbook  BH 
 
Biblical Archaeology Review January/February & March/April 2010  Periodical 
 
Note that the video series featuring Dick Woodward contains 10 VHS tapes per volume. Your library 
now contains 5 of the 6 volumes of the Dick Woodward Bible commentaries (50 tapes in all). The last 
volume, with an introduction tape, includes the books of Genesis through Judges. This last volume is 
on order and should be coming our way shortly. The two Bible handbooks by Dick Woodward are 
companions to the video set and will be maintained with the videos in the Library Annex at the 
Rectory. Enjoy your library!  
 

Bill, the Librarian 

JUNIOR WARDEN REPORT  
 
Maintenance – March winds brought down many branches and sticks, but they also tore up the 

West edge of the metal vent ridge on the Parish Hall. The metal was a very light, cheap aluminum. 
Over time, several nail holes had become wider than the nail heads, and the wind did its work. Martin 
Pinon, a local roofer, came bright and early the next morning and did a fast cover up with some 
shingles and nails. He would not accept any pay for his efforts, so naturally he was first in line to 
replace all the cheap metal vent ridges on the building. He did acquire a good grade plastic vent 
ridge that perfectly matched the Parish Hall shingles. We should not have to worry about the vent 
ridge any time soon. Early April rains created flood conditions in the basement furnace room of the 
Church. Our faithful plumber, Tommy Thompson, was on the spot early the next morning and 
discovered that the sump pump (12 years old) had burned out. He installed a new one for us, and 
now all is dry in the furnace room.  
 
Utilities – In a further effort to lower the hefty cost of electricity for the Parish Hall, RMC installed four 

programmable thermostats in the building two weeks ago. The plan for the first several weeks is to 
bring the temperature to normal operating conditions every morning, except Tuesday, at 8:30, and, 
then, depending on the activities scheduled for the building that day, decrease/increase the 
temperature by 5 or 6 degrees in order to lower our electric consumption overnight. It has been 
estimated we can cut our electric costs by 10% over a year’s time. This should not interfere too much 
with folks who want to use the building’s facilities, such as the library, after hours. In cold weather 
wear a sweater, and in hot weather wear your Bermudas. If you need to schedule a one-time 
meeting or regular meetings in the evenings, be sure to notify Leslie. She will put it on the schedule, 
and the thermostats will be adjusted. It is requested that you not attempt to readjust the thermostats. 
For special needs, contact your Junior Warden, George Kranda or Rev. Jeff.   
 

Bill Bloom 



  

           Saturday, May 29 
             9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
               Tell your friends! 
 

 The Bake Sale will be here before you know it!  Saturday, May 29 th is not far off.  Our success 
will depend entirely on your generosity in baking products for our sale.  Cakes, cookies, brownies, pies, 
breads, rolls, and whatever other confections you provide will all be in demand. 
 
 If you plan to bake early and need extra freezer space, we’ll have some available in the Parish 
Hall freezer by May 7th.  Check the door of the kitchen freezer for more detailed information and 
packaging tips.  Labels will be available there for you to use in labeling your baked goods.  If you need 
sturdy ―cake rounds‖ for packaging your heavy cakes, you can pick some up from the kitchen as well. 
 
 Thank you – your participation is greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate 
to call me at 472-5993.  - Pauline Edmonds 
 
PLANT SALE!  Your contributions of plants to be sold will be welcome as always! As the weather 

warms, our spirits lifts and our gardens call. Bring us what you can pot up and add to our plant sale.  
Your help in making our plant sale successful is always appreciated. Call me (436-1130) if you have 
any questions.  - Bertie Strange 
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The Reason for God  
 

by Timothy Keller 
 
 
 Tim Keller is pastor of the Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhat-
tan New York. When Rev. Keller started his tenure, Sunday attendance was 
about 50. Today, that number is about 5,000. Most of his parishioners are 
young professionals working in the City. These young people bring their 
skeptical, unbelieving minds to church where many become Christians.  
 
 Keller’s book, based on thousands of conversations he has had with 
intellectual unbelievers, addresses the most common objections he has 

heard. For example, ―If God is a loving God, why are there evil and pain in the world?‖ The book meets 
each such objection head-on, with intellectual integrity, clear logic, and supporting references from both 
Christian and secular literature. More important, he delivers his rebuttals without being defensive, con-
descending, or preachy. Instead, he responds with sensitivity and love, as we are instructed to do in I 
Peter 3:15. 
 
 The book is a must-read for Christians who would like to sharpen their ability to reach out to un-
believers. I intend to read it several times more. 
 

Jan Beckett 
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CHILDREN’S  EASTER PARTY 
Behold the Lamb of God! 

 
 On the morning of Easter Saturday, St. Stephen’s  was host to a mob of children and their 
entourage—parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles. At one time or another, nearly every area of our 
property, indoors and out, was filled with children. The children participated in numerous age-
appropriate activities, but the highlight was the two little lambs borrowed from a farm in Callao. The 
children petted the lambs and fed them, and then learned about Jesus, the Lamb of God. Many thanks 
to the twenty-three men, women, and teenagers who helped with the party. Special thanks to fellow 
organizers Susan Saunders and Constance McDearmon, and to Joy Gwaltney who took all the 
photographs on display in the parish hall. And, of course, thanks be to God from whom all blessings 
flow! 
      Margaret Radcliffe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Six year old Anthony Wrightson, great nephew of Jinky Wrightson, visiting from Phoenix, Arizona, 
takes a turn feeding one of the lambs. Note the shirt! 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM 
 
 Last summer, the Vestry approved a program to tell our community about St. Stephen’s 
and to share with them our love for Jesus Christ. Several members of the church formed into 
teams of two or three, one evening a week and, after seeking the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
went calling door-to-door in the Heathsville area.  Everyone we visited was given a gift bag, was 
invited to visit St. Stephen’s for Sunday worship, and was asked if they had any special needs 
we could pray for. The community received us warmly and clearly appreciated our effort. 
 
 The Community Outreach Group is planning to launch its 2010 program in early May and 
is looking forward to expanding its calling beyond the immediate Heathsville area. We hope the 
Lord will lead other St. Stephen’s members to join with us in this low-key evangelical effort. If 
you are interested in learning more about the program, please call me at 804-435-6098. 
 

Brian Hart 



TRIP FOLLOWING THE 

FOOTSTEPS OF APOSTLES 

PAUL AND JOHN 
SEPTEMBER 10-25, 2010 

 
 
 I f  you  en joy 
Biblical history, this is the 
trip for you – 15 days of 
travel in Turkey and 
Greece retracing the 
steps of Paul and John as 
they spread the Word of 
God. The i tinerary 
includes Istanbul, Troy, 

Pergamum, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, 
Colossae, Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, Santorini, 
Athens, Corinth, Berea, Thessalonica, Phillipi, 
and much more, including a cruise on the 
Mediterranean. The estimated price of $3,650.00 
per person cannot be beat, and covers round-trip 
airfare, tips, lodging, ground/sea transportation, 
admission fees, guides, and all meals except 
lunch on the road.  
 
 There is no need to make a decision yet, 
but you should contact the Becketts if you want to 
be included in periodic trip updates.  
 

Jan Beckett 
 

 

 Please come and 
join the wonderful Women 
of St. Stephen’s at our next 
meeting on Thursday, May 
20th at 11:00 a.m. in the 

newly decorated Rectory.  
 
 Our May program begins a series of 
interactive discussions on the facets of the Holy Spirit 
and His practical applications in our lives. Everyone is 
invited to participate in the lively exchange and our 
deacon, Mary Swann, is our enlightened facilitator.  
 
 Plan to stay after the meeting for another 
delicious luncheon provided by the same women who 
are published in our church COOKBOOK! 
 
 In addition, we will be bringing you exciting 
news about the Women’s Picnic in June. 
 

Suzy Norman 

MISSIONS UPDATE 
 
 Uganda:  Our Uganda mission team has 
been meeting and preparing for their trip July 29- 
August 9, 2010.  This mission is focused on 
teaching, witness and service to Bishop Stephen 
Kaziimba in the Diocese of Mityana and Canon 
John Ssebudde in the Diocese of Mukono.  Our 
team members are Jeffrey Cerar, Lynne Cerar, Lyn 
Conley, Blake Smith and Sandi Ward.   
 
 Their current preparations include team 
building, learning how to witness to Ugandans, and 
reading up on the country.  They have begun 
assembling their prayer teams and raising funds.   
They solicit the prayers of all the members of the 
congregation. If you would like to help the Uganda 
team financially, you can do so by making a check 
to St. Stephen’s, and indicating ―Mission Fund‖ on 
the memo line.  Checks may be sent to the office to 
the attention of Betty Dillingham, Treasurer.  Or if 
you would prefer to make your gift to a specific 
team member, you may make out the check the 
same way, but send it to that individual, who will 
forward it to the office.   
 
 Nigeria:  Tad de Bordenave was hoping to 
meet with Bishop Inyom of the Diocese of Makurdi, 
Nigeria at the New Wineskins conference April 8-11 
to plan our next trip to Nigeria.  Unfortunately, 
Bishop Inyom was denied a visa and was unable to 
come to the conference.  Tad hopes to be in touch 
with him to discuss future plans. 
 
 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 
 
 The prayer ministry leadership team is hosting 
a breakfast on Saturday, May 22nd at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Parish Hall. All current prayer warriors are 
encouraged to attend. It has been a year and a half 
since we all have come together, and we are very 
much looking forward to this time of fellowship, 
refreshment and teaching on the power of prayer.  

 
 Anyone who might be interested in becoming 
a part of this ministry, please join us on the 22nd to 
learn more about the several prayer opportunities that 
are available. Should you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to give Donna Soule a call at the 
number listed below.  

 
 Please RSVPs to Donna Soule at 462-5333.  
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 
 

Ushers 
 

May   2 Bobby Edmonds & Stan Rasberry  

May  9 Barbara & Dick Seed  
May 16 George Beckett & Bill Ressler 
May 23 Bev & Brian Hart 
May 30 Tim Lewis & Doug Smoot 
June  6 Bertie & Bob Strange 
 

Altar Guild 
 

May  Betty Hillman, Ruth Franck & 
  Jane Peterson 
June  Barbara Seed, Dana Bloom & 
  Val Hutchison 
 

Acolytes 
 

May   2   Marley Kimmitt  
May   9   Tim Lewis             
May 16    Jennifer Radcliffe   
May 23 John Radcliffe 
May 30          Blake Smith   
June  6 Ben Wrightson    
 

Lesson Readers  
 

May    2 Margaret Radcliffe (L) 
  John Radcliffe (P) 
May    9 Susan Read (L) 
  Brooke Read (P)   
May  16 Dick Seed (L) 
  Barbara Seed (P)  
May  23 Shirley Smith (L) 
  Craig Soule (P) 
May  30 Janet Steelman (L) 
  Bob Strange (P) 
June   6 Dana Bloom (L) 
  Phyllis TeStrake (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
 

May   2 Mary Swann  
May   9 Phyllis TeStrake 
May 16 Bishop Bena’s Visit 
May 23 Tony Blackstone 
May 30 Bill Bloom 
June  6 Mary Swann 
 

Greeters  
 

May  Sandi & Ben Ward  
June  _______________________? 

Coffee Hour 
 

May   2 Ellie Knight & Lynn York 

May   9 _________________________? 

May 16 Bishop Bena’s Visit 

  HOSPITALITY TEAM  

May 23 _________________________? 

May 30 John & Bill Powers  

June  6 _________________________?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

    

 
 
 

Happy Birthday  
 

May    2 - Craig Soule 
May    3 - Betty Hillman, Erik Johnson 
May    5 - Margaret Radcliffe 
May    7 - Steve Joslyn 
May  12 - Bud Doggett 
May  13 - Paul Kimball 
May  14 - Joan Blackstone  
May  16 - Sandra Ward 
May  21 - Martha Joslyn 
May  26 - Betty Dillingham, Jessie Anderson 
May  28 - John Powers 

 

Happy Anniversary  
 

May    9 - Pat and Bob Dalzell  

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this 

woman may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow in love 

and peace with you and one another all the days of 

their lives. Amen. 
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ALERT! SAVE THE DATE!!  
 

When: Saturday afternoon, June 19  

Where: St. Stephen's Anglican Church  

Who: Choir of St. Margaret's, Woodbridge  

What: A serenade—with food afterward  

Why: Because they love us! 

 
 


