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P.O. Box 609 • Heathsville, Virginia 22473 
9500 Northumberland Highway 

804 580-4555 • email: lightofchristva@gmail.com 
www.lightofchristva.org 

 

Let your light so shine before men 
that they may see your good deeds 
and praise  your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Schedule: 
11:00 a.m. Rally at the State Capitol 

12:00 p.m. March for Life Around Capitol  
 

Speakers: 
Melissa Ohden 

Ryan Bomberger 
Jeanne Mancini 
Felicia Pricenor 

Olivia Gans Turner 
Victoria Cobb 

Go to http://www.familyfoundation.org/vamarchforlife  for more information. 

http://www.familyfoundation.org/vamarchforlife
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 Mike’s 

Message 
 
 

I am writing this article after having been the 
invited speaker for the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Community Celebration sponsored by the 
Northumberland County Ministerial Association 
that was held on January 20. I was a bit surprised 
that I was asked, yet felt that God was urging me 
forward. It was held at First Baptist Church and 
approximately 60 people showed up. For several 
weeks I had been thinking and praying about what 
the Lord wanted me to say. However, once I had 
clarity as to what direction I would be going, it was 
readily apparent to me that some would approve, 
and others would respond with different levels of 
hostility ranging from offended to outright 
antagonistic. I wasn’t disappointed. During my 
sermon two people got up and walked out, but it 
was when everything was over that people came 
up to me and waited their turn to tell me what they 
thought of my talk. Just as suspected some were 
very positive and others were very, very unhappy. 
Some didn’t have anything to say but just looked 
at me and walked away. I would be surprised if I 
am invited back next year. I couldn’t help but 
notice the irony in all of the reactions. I suspect 
that Martin Luther King Jr. had the same results 
whenever he spoke on the issues of social 
injustice.  
 
Later as I reflected on the comments both good 
and bad it occurred to me that the disagreement 
that some had with me had nothing to do with the 
things I said about Martin Luther King Jr. The 
problem came when I spoke to the issue of the 
Word of God being our standard. Then, according 
to my detractors, I really went over the line when I 
equated the failure to follow God’s Holy word as 
the reason that our country was in such turmoil.  
 
This is what I said verbatim: “Dr. Martin Luther 
King knew that if God’s Word was not our final 
authority, then truth would be merely based on 
opinion. It is not uncommon today for some 
mainline denominations who consider themselves  
Christians, but disregard the authority of Scripture 
for morality and all of life. The result is that we are 
living in a time where sexual perversion and 
confusion has taken us to the place where drag 

queens are allowed to read to children in libraries. 
We read daily about gender confusion and the idea 
of their being only male and female is seen as 
uninformed. Now we have many in government 
wanting to finance the abortion industry because 
they have bought into the lie generated in the pits 
of Hell that abortion is not murder and immoral but 
is to be seen as good and even celebrated. 
Because of the blatant disregard for the sanctity of 
human life both the unborn, the elderly and infirm 
are in danger of being “relieved of their burden.” 
We have fallen to the level where we daily read 
and hear about atrocities and senseless violence 
that is of a level of depravity that would have been 
unthinkable 10 years ago. 
 
In retrospect, I couldn’t have said anything else 
and been true to my Lord and King Jesus Christ. I 
have found that often people don’t agree with my 
thoughts on such things but that’s why we are 
called to say it anyway. One lady accused me of 
bringing hate into a service about love, but in 
reality if I believe what God’s Word teaches then it 
is unloving not to tell the truth. There is life and 
death riding on it. 

On February 1
st
 Our Vestry and Pastor will be 

meeting for a time of prayer and discussion of 
where we go next. As most of you already know 
we are declining in membership and attendance. 
We would appreciate any thoughts or ideas that 
you might have. Please contact me or any member 
of the vestry. All ideas are welcome. 
Two areas that we will be discussing:  
 
1. The need to hire a young ordained man to help 

us build a youth group at LOC. The diocese has 

been contacted and invited to give us the blessing 

of their resources from the “Great Commission 

Committee.” Please join us in praying for God’s 

leading and again we value input on this. 

 

2. It would seem that we have two churches in one 

body here at LOC. Some want a very traditional 

Anglican service, and some want a more 

contemporary service. We will discuss whether it is 

time to go to two services on Sunday to 

accommodate both groups. Please join us in 

prayer about this and let us hear your thoughts. 

 
Mike Moffitt 
Rector 
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In and Around Light of Christ 
Church 

Congratulations to George Beckett, our new 
senior warden, Anna Brennan and Carl Smith 
for being elected to the vestry.  

Thank you to Barbara Seed who did an 
outstanding job as Senior Warden and to Ernie 
Proctor for their service to our church and who 
have now rotated off the vestry. Well done good 
and faithful servants! 

 

African Craft Display 

We will have another African craft display at Light 

of Christ Church from February 2-9. Our thanks to 

Constance McDearmon for heading up this 

mission work. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Last fall I had the pleasure of sitting by Ruth Franck's 
daughter Sharon and her son-in-law, David Ward in 
church.  After the service we visited together for 
awhile.  I learned that Ruth is getting along okay with 
some days better than others.  One of the things that 
Sharon told me was how much the church means to 
Ruth and she has such fond memories of the years she 
and her dear Charlie spent with us.  Ruth saves all the 
cards and notes she has received over the years from 
many of you.  She keeps them in a basket and from time 
to time she pulls them out and enjoys reading through 
them again and again.  It is obvious that she enjoys 
mail, and if you feel so inclined to write again, her 
address is: 1807 N. Parham Road, Apt. 317, Richmond, 
VA 23229.  I am sure she would love to hear from you 
and have some new additions for her basket. 
 
Donna Soule 
 

  Thrift Shop News 

By now you may have 

heard that our thrift shop 

was broken into the night 

after Christmas. The evil 

doers broke in the back 

door which tore the dead 

bolt off the wall. They stole our cash register which 

contained $100 and the donation jar which sat next 

to the cash register; it might have had around $10 

dollars in cash and change. This was quite a blow 

to our little shop. Our insurance policy has a 

$1,000 deductible clause so it doesn’t cover the 

cost to replace these items. But the shop carried 

on as usual and our customers enjoyed a “tax free” 

day as we had no way to make change. Several 

days later we found that someone had shot a good 

sized marble through the transom window above 

the front door, also requiring replacement. 

 As usual we always appreciate your 

donations of gently used winter clothing, 

household items and jewelry. And, we are always 

in need of bags, especially shopping bags—you 

know, the big ones with handles. 

 We can always use more volunteers - men 

and women. It’s a fun place to work and you meet 

such wonderful people. We are open Wednesday 

through Saturday from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm and  

the shifts are for three hours. 

 Our thrift shop is the sole source of revenue 

for the Women’s Ministry outreach to our 

community which includes the Northern Neck Free 

Health Clinic, local rescue squads, Gleamers & 

Blenders, YMCA, the Red Cross, Samaritan’s 

Purse and the Mother’s Union in Mitiyana to name 

a few. 

 Thank you so much for your support! 

 

Suzy Norman 
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Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic (DOMA) 2019 Synod 

 

     The 2019 DOMA Synod was held at the All Saints 

Church in Woodbridge, Va. on Nov. 15-16, 2019. 

Attendees were the Rev. Ed and Susan Moore, the 

Rev. Mary Swann, Jim and Lucy Logan. Also 

Constance McDearmon and Anna Brennan were 

attendees in support of the Anglican Frontier 

Missions (AFM) exhibit. 

 

     The Synod, as the legislative body of the Diocese, 

also adopts Canons (our governing rules), approves 

the budget, and takes action where necessary in 

support of the Diocese. The Synod consists of clergy 

and lay order. The clergy delegates include the 

bishop, priests and deacons of the Diocese. The lay 

delegates for this year were Lucy and me with Susan 

as the alternate. Our clergy delegates were Ed and 

Mary. 

 

     The synod started on Friday, Nov. 15, 2019 with a 

pre-Synod Workshop entitled “Equip 2019.” In the 

evening we celebrated Holy Eucharist with the 

sermon by the Rev. Dan Marotta, Rector at the 

Redeemer Anglican Church in Richmond, Va. We 

celebrated Morning Prayer on Saturday morning with 

the sermon by the Rev. Dr. Liz Gray, Vicar, at the 

Incarnation Anglican Church in South Arlington. Both 

of these churches are new plants with the Incarnation 

Church being launched a year ago and the Redeemer 

Church started three years ago. Both have grown to 

full-fledged congregations of DOMA. 

 

     The Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic consists of 40 

congregations, missions, and mission fellowships in 

Virginia, Maryland, Washington, DC, Delaware, 

eastern West Virginia, and northeast North Carolina. 

The vision of DOMA is to plant 50 gospel-centered 

churches in the Anglican tradition by 2030. Since 

2006 DOMA has partnered in planting 28 churches, 

although three did not survive, the remaining 25 are 

active, growing congregations, averaging a 

combined Sunday attendance of 2000 . 

 

     Breakout learning sessions were attended by our 

group. Examples of the different sessions were 

1)”To be Silent: The Too Busy Church”- develop 

spiritual discipline of devotional silence in your 

personal life and the life of the church. 2)”Recruiting 

and Deploying Leaders of Color”-the ACNA lacks 

clergy diversity. 3)”Leaders are Made not Born”- 

develop a culture of leadership in the local church. 

4)”Sharing the Gospel  with Muslims”-provide tools 

to help you initiate spiritual conversations with 

Muslims. 5)”Introducing the 2019 Book of Common 

Prayer”-guidance on the creation and explanation 

of some noteworthy differences from previous 

prayer books.  

 

     The SYNOD is a fun-filled opportunity to gather 

together as a Diocese for worship, fellowship, and 

spiritual growth.  Consider attending future Synods, 

they are fun and worth your time. 

                               

Jim Logan 

 
                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
 I would like to express my gratitude for the 
cards, visits, and especially the prayers I received 
during my illness. They meant very much to me. Also, 
the love that was poured out on me in so many ways. 
 
 With love and affection, 
 Phyllis Tracey 
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A Letter From Jeanne Hickey 
Regarding Young Life 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
At our annual meeting, a question was brought up 
concerning the fruit from LOC’s donations to Young Life. My 
mother, Lydia Boyd, responded that if we knew the lasting 
impact of Laura’s relationship with teens, and her taking 
Northumberland teens to camp, we would know the answer. I 
would like to add a couple of things to that.  
 
Firstly, Young Life is an outreach mission to teens, many of 
whom may never have heard about Jesus. Laura, (like all YL 
staff and volunteers) “goes to them, on their turf and in their 
culture, building bridges of authentic friendship. These 
relationships don't happen overnight — they take time, 
patience, trust and consistency.” (www.younglife.org) Just as 
we do not expect the Nepalese or Ugandans to hear the 
Good News and immediately become Christ-followers who 
attend our church, we must understand the ultimate goal of 
Young Life is introducing the Lifegiver to teens who may or 
may not attend church right away. 
 
Secondly, in these, our first 3 years,  we have so appreciated 
the strong support of LOC – without it, we probably couldn’t 
have begun – but, we are praying and working to expand our 
circle of support. The Northern Neck Young Life Committee 
is composed of people from several churches and our 
financial support comes from many churches and individuals. 
We are involved and are donors because we see the great 
needs of our local (and all) teens and because we want to 
Impact the Kingdom. You can help us by talking with friends 
at other churches about YL, giving them my name and 
number, directing them to our website and inviting them to 
our banquet in April (to be held at Fairport Baptist.) We are 
always excited to have new people join our team!  
 
With that in mind and with regard to our own calling/
ministries as individuals and as a church, I’d like to share a 
letter written to the YL Family by Lee Corder, Senior VP of 
Young Life and an old friend.  

 
The Lesson of a Lifetime 
 
In 1974, I had the privilege of joining Young Life staff. 
Our YL2020 conference last week will be my last after 
45 years of a remarkable journey. 
 
So, as I think about this Monday Morning post, I reflect 
on lessons of a lifetime. Many joys and adventures came 
flooding back; the challenge of contact work, new 
clubs, campaigners who are still dear friends, “new” 
camps like Saranac, Rockbridge and Cairn Brae, 
program and camp talks, 19 years of cabinet meetings, 
growth to over 100 nations, many joys and more than a 
few sorrows. But one lesson lingered above the others. 
It was the fall of 1996 on a staff weekend with 70 Young 
Life teammates in Virginia Beach, Virginia and I were 
about to leave that region. Two eager, young regional 
directors, decided to surprise me by gathering everyone 
together one last time to share memories of our time 
together. 

As we sat together, I began to think of all kinds of 
experiences in our nine years together, of adventures 
we had shared, trips we had taken, growth in clubs and 
individual lives changed.  
 
But as people offered wonderful encouragement, I 
discovered almost all were simple moments, 
conversations and small graces of the spirit that I often 
did not recall. Most of the “good things” I thought I 
had offered were almost never mentioned. 
 
They taught me a lesson that day. The lesson was huge! 
If I had had any impact at all, it was in those 
unknowing moments, those times unaware when the 
spirit of Jesus was able to do something through me my 
good intentions alone did not create. If I offered 
anything of Jesus, it was, more often than not, moments 
of which I was unaware. Instead, they were moments 
that underlined the power and grace of our only hope 
of being fruitful; of having Jesus express Himself 
through a broken, human vessel. 
 
At that moment Jesus reminded me again, “I am the 
vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I 
remain in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing” John 15:5 (NIV). 
 
Apart from Him, I could do nothing. When I’m too busy 
to hear His voice, linger over His word and grow in 
honest fellowship, I actually could do nothing. 
Fruitfulness only came from moments when Jesus broke 
through, sometimes in spite of my best efforts. 
 
So the lesson for me, and I hope for some of you, will be 
to faithfully practice those little disciplines that get you 
sitting in the presence of Jesus who even Himself “very 
early in the morning, while it was still dark … got up, 
left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he 
prayed” Mark 1:35 (NIV). 
 
As we prioritize our journey with Jesus, we once again 
overcome the din of busy human efforts and move into 
an abiding sense of His love, forgiveness and power. If 
we have any hope of impacting others, it will happen as 
Jesus transforms us and wins us daily to Himself! 
 
For the sake of our own hearts, and for millions of kids, 
we’ve got to “win ourselves first” to Jesus every day. 
“For apart from me you can do nothing” John 15:5 
(NIV). 
 
In His Amazing Grace, 
Jeanne Hickey 
Chair, Northern Neck Young Life Committee 

 

http://www.younglife.org
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Prayer Requests From Our Missionary 
 
1.  Pray for the right translator. (The translator who can speak Maithili, Nepali and English fluently said she cannot 

go to Bara with me. I believe this to be good news.) So I am planning to return with the young woman who went 

with me before or a new young woman. They both only speak Nepali and English, but they are both belivers. 

Pray for meetings Sunday afternoon to determine which translator can go and some of the details like 

transportation and lodging.  

2. For traveling this week to Bara, if Dad wants. Same details as before especially for Dad's timing and listen to HS. 

3. To finish a draft of my report for the university. 

 Answers / Praises 

1. In everything we do, everywhere we go, we have the opportunity to be light. The weight loss coaching group I 

joined includes an accountability group and we record videos daily to share with each other. One lady said my 

voice brings her peace. I think it is "who" is in me that she is hearing. I shared with them what our friend Paul 

said about, why do I do what I do not want to do...  

2. Others are saying they are seeking a Maithili/Nepali translator for me. Good to connect with them and see 

where things go. Maybe for this trip or maybe for the next trip. Door knobs turning. 

3. Got a replacement credit card via Fedex in  just a few days and no cost to me! Wow. 

4. The leaders in Bara really want me to return.  

 
Thank you. Your work accomplishes more than you can imagine through our Father's mighty name. 
 

I am being open and honest about my struggles and my joys. Thank you for walking with me 
through this special time. Please pray about what to share with others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

After reading Donna Soule’s letter regarding how much Ruth Franck enjoys receiving 

cards from her church family, below are the names of some of the “shut-ins” in our 

congregation. Valentine’s Day is coming up and just think of the joy you would spread if 

each one received a card from their church family. Pray about it and see if the Lord is 

placing it on your heart to send a card of love. Marie Carstensen does a good job of 

keeping us up to date with the prayer chain of  members who are in need of prayer with their health 

concerns. 

 

 
Janet Eichacker, Magnolia Manor #31, 62 Delfae Drive, Warsaw, Va  22572 

Bill and Dana Bloom, 1375 Saxony Circle, Unit 113, Punta Gorda, Fla.  33983 

Val Hutchinson, 4480 S. Arrowhead Canyon Drive, St. George, Ut  84790 

Max and Ellie Knight, 16575 Bleak Hill Road, Culpeper, Va  22701 

 
Also, please refer to the back page of the bulletin for more names. 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

February Birthdays 
 
Feb. 11 Barbara Seed    
Feb. 12  Judy Rasberry 
Feb. 16  Randy Smith  
Feb. 20  Todd Lewis 
Feb. 21  George Beckett 
 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with 
favor, we pray, on your servants named above, as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 
in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their  

trust in your goodness all the days of their lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

February Anniversaries 
 

No February Anniversaries 

 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of 

marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity 
between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing 

upon these your servants [as they begin another 
year], that they may so love, honor, and cherish 

each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom 
and true godliness, that their home may be a haven 

of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

Acolytes 
Feb.    2 Ed Feddeman 
Feb.    9   David Gwaltney  
Feb.  16   Jane Wrightson 
Feb.  23   Constance McDearmon 
 

Lesson Readers 
Feb.    2    Tony Blackstone (L) Joan Blackstone (P) 
Feb.    9    Jim Conley (L) Lyn Conley (P) 
Feb.  16    Betty Dillingham (L) Ed Feddeman (P) 
Feb.  23    Howard York (L) Julie (P) 
 

Eucharist Ministers 
Feb.    2    Tom Zamaria / Priscilla Williams 
Feb.    9     Bart Morrison / Constance McDearmon  
Feb.  16     Harrison Williams / Priscilla Williams 
Feb.  23     Tony Blackstone / Lucy Logan 

 

Ushers 
Feb.    2     George Backett / Doris Myers 
Feb.    9     Doug Ludeman / Courtney Ludeman 
Feb.  16     David Peresluha / Bill Tracey 
Feb.  23     Jim Logan / Ed Feddeman 
 

Altar Guild 
Feb.    2      Anna Brennan /  
Feb.    9      Doris Myers / Lucy Logan 
Feb.  16      Wendy Smith / Donna Soule 
Feb.  23      Marie Carstensen / Suzy Norman 

 

Altar Rail Ministers 
Feb.    2       Jim Conley / Lyn Conley 
Feb.    9       Ernie Proctor / Agnes Burke 
Feb.  16       George Beckett / Marion Mitchell 
Feb.  23       Steve Proctor / Donna Soule 

 

Greeters 
Feb.    2       Phyllis TeStrake 
Feb.    9       Marie Carstensen 
Feb.  16       Anna Brennan 
Feb.  23       Howard York / Lynn York 

 

Tellers 
Feb.   2    Bob Norman / Courtney Ludeman 
Feb.   9   Jan Beckett / Courtney Ludeman 
Feb. 16   George Beckett / Courtney Ludeman 
Feb. 23   Pam Smith / Courtney Ludeman 
 

 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 
Feb.    2 Randy Smith 
Feb.    9   George Beckett 
Feb.  16   Carl Smith 
Feb.  23   Anna Brennan 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 
9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


