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Let your light so shine before men 

that they may see your good deeds 

and praise  your Father in heaven. 

  
 
Psalm 19:1-2: “The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, and night to night  

reveals knowledge.” 

 

Romans 1:19-20: ‘because that which is known about God is 
evident within them; for God made it evident to them. For since 
the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being under-
stood through what has been made, so that they are without    
excuse.” 

 

Bertrand Russell, (1872-1970), British philosopher, logician, 
mathematician, historian, writer, essayist, social critic, political 
activist, Nobel laureate, and all-around smart guy, when asked 
what he would say if confronted by the Creator at his death      
responded, “God! Why did you make evidence of your existence 
so insufficient?” 

 

I’m writing this article in my study at home and looking out at the 
beauty and grandeur of a beautiful summer afternoon. All around 
me there is evidence of the creative mind that spoke all things  
into existence. I’m able to see the place where the Potomac River 
meets the Chesapeake Bay and a fawn lazily grazing in the field 
across the street. There are a variety of birds singing and going 
about their business of finding food for their recent hatchlings 
and hopefully themselves. I’m privy to the loud incessant hungry 
chirping of baby starlings, living in a nest built inside the soffit of 
the dormer beside my study by their opportunistic mother. 

 

All the things going on around me are evidence that it is indeed 
the very beginning of summer. I know, because I have seen this 
scenario play itself out many times before at the same time every 
year. I’m always reminded of the promise that God made to Noah 
and his family after they came out of the ark, “While the earth 
remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and win-
ter, day and night shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22).  
 

Mike’s Message 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematical_logic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_critic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Nobel_laureates
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It is a great comfort to me that creation constant-
ly reveals the creative  intelligence and loving 
extravagance of our Creator God. When I read 
articles, books or social commentary by those 
who are considered “experts” in their fields and 
they claim there is no evidence of a creator, I 
feel so sad for them. The beauty, detail, and in-
tricate design found in creation screams out the 
glory of the one who made it. Creation could not 
reveal God more clearly and his handy work 
begs us to see the depth and wonder of all that 
he has made. In his commentary on the book of 
Jeremiah 5:21, 17th Century theologian and au-
thor Matthew Henry wrote “There is none so 
deaf as those who will not hear, none so blind as 
those that will not see…we cannot judge men by 
the advantages and opportunities that they en-
joy: there are those who sit in darkness in a land 
of light, that live in sin even in a holy land, that 
are bad in the best places.”  

 

As most of you know I have had a few health 
concerns this year and recently underwent my 
5th surgery. While recuperating, I have daily 
been reminded that I don’t seem to bounce back 
quite as readily as I used to. Many of you will 
laugh at that, while thinking, “Well, welcome to 
my world.” 

 

Sometimes when people are ill or suffering the 
effects of aging or lose a loved one, they grow 

bitter and wonder why it has to be that way. It’s 
a valid question and the Psalms often reflect the 
pain, sorrow and frustration of those who are 
suffering and can’t seem to understand why. 
“How long O’ Lord” is the cry of many of the 

Psalmist as they deal with the problems, pain 
and suffering of their lives. The past few months 
I have had the time to reflect on the question 
“why” as it pertains to sorrow and suffering.    

Teresa is reading a book entitled “When God 
Doesn’t Fix It” by Laura Story. I haven’t read it 
yet, but the title is reminding us that there are 

things that desperately need fixing and only God 
can do it. However, I’ve concluded that all the 
pain, suffering and death that humans encounter 
are just as much a revelation of our creator as 

creation itself. Those who specialize in biology, 

body is so wonderfully made that there is no 
room for believing that it came into existence by 
chance.  
 

Creation is amazing in all its levels of complexi-
ty and wonder. Creation is the source of our 
food, nourishment, and is made to sustain our 
lives and itself indefinitely. I don’t have the time 
or understanding to adequately speak of the 
wonders and mystery of the universe and the 
way it reveals a creator more powerful, wonder-
ful and majestic than we could possibly compre-
hend. It has been sustained for an amount of 
time that we can’t possibly imagine.  
 

That brings us to the question of why we break 
down and die, why creation begins to crumble, 
and the answer is not because God doesn’t exist 
or doesn’t care about us, because he does. The 
problem isn’t God, it’s mankind. We are the 
ones who haven’t taken seriously the cultural 
mandate from Genesis 1:27-31. God gave      
Adam, Eve and all those who bear the image of 
God the task of subduing the earth and having 
dominion over it. That included taking loving 
care of the perfect creation given to man to use 
and manage, as well as remembering that all 
men and women are created in the image of God 
and are designed for dignity.  
 

All the sickness, depravity, perversion, hatred, 
disrespect for life of all kinds and all the myriad 
of ills that we can think of, can only be placed at 
the feet of man. It was man who chose to be-
lieve the lies of the evil one instead of trusting 
the Word of their creator. Creation still reflects 
the glory, power and dominion of its creator; it’s 
the image bearers who have fallen down on their 
tasks, not God.  

 

The last 7 months I have experienced a level of 
pain and discomfort that I’ve never known be-
fore. It reminds me that clearly something has 
gone wrong, but it isn’t because God has ceased 
being faithful. On the contrary, He is the only 
one who has always been faithful to his word. 
Ultimately, our bodies break down because man 
sinned against God and compounded the prob-
lem by not caring for the creation given to him. 
Creation fights back when it’s not cared for, as 
do our bodies.  

 
 Continued to page 3                                                                       
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As I finish this reflection, I am still looking out 
of the window of my study, but in the writing I 
have been reminded that God gave me eyes to 
see, ears to hear and a heart to understand that 
He is to be my focus and comfort. He is eternal-
ly God and always faithful to those who are 
willing to see Him, hear Him through His word 
and Spirit and experience his love and provision 
in both body and Spirit. He is willing to fix 
what is broken and the cross is the greatest 
proof of that. 

 

Things in our world are seriously broken and 
He is the only remedy. You can look elsewhere, 
but it is futile. He is the eternal one of whom 
those around the throne declare, “Holy, Holy, 
Holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and 
is and is to come” (Rev. 4:8). Come quickly 
Lord Jesus. 

Shalom! Mike 

 
 
 
 
Greetings Members and Friends of Light of Christ, 
 

 As many of you know, our church is one of very few 
who seek to help those who are struggling financially. 
We don’t give to everyone who asks because we 
couldn’t afford that, so we have each person come by 
and fill out an application. What we are looking for is 
evidence that their situation was created by circum-
stances outside of their control. We require that the 
person have a job and can exhibit evidence that they 
are striving to be financially responsible.  
 

Usually, what we help with is an electric bill or car 
repair and, in some cases, food. We try to be good 
stewards with the resources made available to us. 
From time to time we run out of funds to help and,  
occasionally, Teresa and I provide relief from our own 
pocket. I don’t mind that at all, but we aren’t an end-
less well either.  
 

I’m requesting that you pray about contributing to the 
Pastors Benevolence Fund so that we can continue to 
help those in need. Blessings! 
 

Mike 

Message from the Junior Warden 
 
Hi everyone,  
 

I hope your summer is going well. It’s been busy here at 
LOC. 
 

I have a few points to bring to your attention: 
 

1)  The storage building has been set and we will soon 
have all our lawn and landscape tools stored there. 
Thank you Tony for your donation of a weed eater, 
polesaw/trimmer and hand tools. We will need a gas 
powered blower and a spreader for fertilizer and grass 
seed by fall. 
 

2)  John Frederick, our sexton, works for Light of Christ 
part time from 2pm to 6pm Mon. through Friday. He 
has been busy keeping up with the cleaning as well as 
cutting the grass and trimming. It would be helpful if 
you could write your suggestions on the “Maintenance 
Request” forms located in a box on the counter in the 
Narthex next to the Parish Hall. Verbal suggestions are 
often forgotten when things are hectic. 
 

3)  If you are planning an event or meeting at the 
church, please submit in writing to Joyce the time, date, 
approximate number of people, and the rooms to be 
used so John can plan for it. Please notify Joyce of any 
cancellations as well. John finishes his work week at 
6pm Friday and doesn’t return until Monday at 2pm so 
Please remember to leave the rooms as clean and order-
ly as you found them. 
 

4)  Bugs? Orkin was here the first week of the month 
and sprayed. The rain “chases” them in and the treat-
ment sends them out into the building where they die. 
This should get better as the weather gets drier. 
 

5)  I am currently working on finding a new company to 
handle security and fire alarm monitoring. As for now, 
the magnetic lock on the kitchen door is turned off (door 
is locked with a key) because it was getting too hot, so 
your access card will not work. You can still use your 
card on the front door. I hope to have this fixed soon. 
 

6)  Request for Help! 
We have a big need for nursery workers on Sunday 
mornings. Child protection laws require us to have two 
adults in the room with the children. I’m hoping that we 
can find enough people to have each pair only work one 
week a month. Please let me know if this is something 
that you can do.  As of July, the nursery will be closed 
until further notice. 
 
Cell 1(804)313-0638 
Email rwsmith56@yahoo.com 
 
Thank you,  
Randy 

At this time, the nursery has been closed 

until further notice. 

We are asking for enough men and women to 
volunteer to cover the nursery one Sunday a month.  

mailto:rwsmith56@yahoo.com
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Dear Light of Christ Church Family,                                   

Thank you so much to everyone who 
prayed for Doug and I during his long 
illness. Your prayers wrapped around 
us, gave us strength to press on and 
carried Doug into God's loving arms. 
The many cards, notes , visits at home 
and in the hospital filled us with hope 
and joy, reflecting God's love and promise - "I will not leave you 
or forsake you."  Hebrews 13:5   

Love and thanks to my Burgess Home Group sisters who walked 
this journey with me, to those who helped me plan and those 
who participated in the beautiful Celebration of Resurrection 
service for Doug and especially hospitality team 3 {Susanna} for 
the exquisite and nourishing lunch following the service. 

Loving hugs and thanks to Rev. Tad de Bordenave who was 
Doug's other brother giving him great comfort in his last hours, and 
to our Shepherd Father Mike Moffett and Teresa who daily guided, 
encouraged and loved us through this journey, often putting aside 
their own health and pain, helping us know "Weeping may endure 
for the night but joy cometh in the morning.” Psalm 30:5  

I love you all and wish everyone could have a wonderful family 
like mine at Light of Christ. 

God bless and keep you always,           
Constance McDearmon and Doug Smoot would say, “Me, too.” 

The Caisson Platoon of the 3d US 
Infantry, “The Old Guard”, carrying 
John Powers to his final resting place 
at the Arlington National Cemetery 
 

Ward LeHardy service is 11 a.m., Friday, July 12 at the 
Naval Academy Cemetery, Annapolis, MD 
 

Special thoughts for all those we’ve lost  
and their families. 

Northumberland WyldLife Update 
by Laura Raciborski 

 
 

The school year is finally over and our students are enjoying 
a much deserved summer break! We finished out the year 
with a movie night at one of our supporter’s beautiful river 
houses in Wicomico Church. We watched “Miracles from 
Heaven” and had some awesome discussions afterwards. 
Our new WyldLife Leader, Kristi, got to be a part of the night 
and started building relationships with the kids. Thank you  
for your continuous support and prayer this school year.  We 
have seen the Lord move in our ministry and our work has 
only just begun! 
 

The past month, I have been serving on assignment at 
Rockbridge, a Young Life Camp in Goshen, VA.  Serving 
behind the scenes, has given me a greater vision for what 
we’re able  to be a part of in Young Life and WyldLife and 
the privilege it is to get a front row seat to God working in the 
lives of teenagers. We get to see kids go from death to life!  
 

This has got me so excited for our summer camp trip in July 
and the ways in which we will get to see the Lord move in 
the hearts of our middle school friends. We head to Cross-
Roads for WyldLife Camp July 15, with so many kids we had 
to get a bus this year! We currently have 22 students signed 
up to go with us! Join us in praising the Lord for the students 
who are coming with us and the life-changing week they will 
experience. Please pray for our leaders, the speaker, the 
volunteers, and for safety and protection. Please pray that 
we would raise the financial support to be able to offer schol-
arships to the students who need them.  
 

If you would like to pray for students by name, I have added 
that list below.  Thank you for praying for our ministry, our 
camp trip, and being a part of the kids from the Northern 
Neck hearing about the Good News of Jesus. I can’t wait to 
write an article next month for the Beacon to tell you all that 
we saw the Lord do at camp! 
 

Abby Seriyah Haley Sarah Emmalee 

Rachel Nathalie Trey Keara Nora 

Corrie Anne Jazmine Ana Mikayla 

Emileah Chloe Braeleigh Shelby Addie 

Caroline McKenna Laura 
(Leader) 

Kristi 
(Leader) 

Michelle 
(Leader) 
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Nursery will be closed until  

further notice 
 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Coffee Hour  
  

We need volunteers for 2019. Please continue to 
sign up in the parish hall or call/email Joyce. 
 

Altar Rail Ministers 
July     7  George Beckett, Mary Swann 
July   14 Jim Conley, Agnes Burke 
July   21 Sam and Gayle Marston 
July   28 Ernie Proctor, Teresa Moffitt 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 
July     7 Barbara Seed 
July   14 Alison Kimmitt 
July   21 Ernie Proctor 
July   28 Dave Peresluha 

July     1 Howard York 
July   11 Phyllis TeStrake 
July   15 Al Carstensen 
July   16 Lydia Haynie 
July   17 Daniel Riddell 
July   19 Donna Soule, George Kranda, 
  Cindy Peresluha 
July   23 Stan Rasberry, Jim Conley 
July   27 Connie de Bordenave 
July   28 Constance McDearmon 
July   30 Jane Peterson 
 

 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servants named above, as they begin another 
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness  
all the days of their lives;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Happy July Birthdays! 

Acolytes 
July     7    Constance McDearmon 
July   14    David Gwaltney 
July   21    Marie Carstensen 
July   28    Jane Wrightson 
 

Lesson Readers 
July     7    Marie Carstensen (L) 
       Ernie Proctor (P) 
July   14    Betty Dillingham (L) 
       Jeanne Hickey (P) 
July   21    Jim Conley (L) 
       Lyn Conley (P) 
July   28    Constance McDearmon (L) 
      Julie Pritchard (P) 
 

Eucharist Ministers 
July     7    Tony Blackstone, Suzy Norman 
July   14    Constance McDearmon, Lucy Logan 
July   21    Priscilla and Harrison Williams 
July   28    Suzy Norman, Tony Blackstone 
 

Ushers 
July     7    Alison and Tom Kimmitt 
July   14    Charlaine and Bill Andrulot  
July   21    Doug and Courtney Ludeman 
July   28    Bill Tracey, Stan Rasberry  
 

Greeters 
July     7    Anna Brennan, Phyllis TeStrake 
July   14    Marie Carstensen, Dave Peresluha 
July   21    George Beckett, Doris Myers 
July   28    Lynn and Howard York 

Altar Guild  
 

July    Betty Dillingham 
Happy July Anniversaries! 

July   10 Lucy and Jim Logan 
July   11 Doris and Al Myers 
July   13 Pauline and Bobby Edmonds 
July   16  Lyn and Jim Conley 
July   20 Joy and David Gwaltney 
July   21 Jeanne and Dan Hickey 
July   29 Leslye and Bart Morrison 
July   30 Betty and Morris Dillingham 

Counters 

 

July      Betty Dillingham, Bill Andrulot   
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LOC Women’s Ministry 
 

SAVE the DATE! 
 

LOC Annual One-Day Summer Retreat 
Saturday, August 3, 2019 
Rappahannock Westminster Canterbury 
Irvington, VA 
(More information to follow) 
 

BAKE SALE REPORT:   
 

We are happy to report that we had a wonderful day 
together at the Heathsville Farmer’s Market on 
Saturday, June 15.  We sold lots of delicious baked 
goods, and were able to connect with our community in 
many ways.  We had the opportunity to introduce our 
church, and invite the community to our Thrift Shop. 
 

This outreach is labor intensive, but as they say, “Many 
hands make light work.”  I want to thank everyone who 
contributed baked goods, prayers, and their help. 
Thanks to Fred Wimberly, Melinda Floom, Jim and Lyn 
Conley, and Randy Smith who helped set up and take 
down the equipment, and returned it to the church. 
 

Friday morning, Melinda Floom headed up volunteers 
to price and package the baked goods and get them to 
the market.  Her crew consisted of Eleanor Semerjian, 
Donna Soule, Julie Pritchard, Sally Custer, Marie 
Carstensen, Jeanne Hickey, and Mary Swann. Then, 
Melinda took the goods to the Farmers’ Market on 
Saturday morning.  At the market, the following ladies 
helped run the booth: Melinda Floom, Phyllis TeStrake, 
Betty Dillingham, Marie Carstensen, Anna Brennan, 
and Doris Myers. 
 

We also want to thank our friend, Corinne Becker, of 
RHHT Foundation, for inviting our group to be a part of 
this Farmers Market, and for taking such good care of 
us.  
 

The good news is that the final amount raised from the 
bake sale was $500, plus cookbook sales of $30.    
Again, a big THANK YOU, and many blessings to all 
who made our successful day possible!  Praise the Lord 
for His goodness and mercy. 
 

Doris Myers 

The Women of Light of Christ  
Anglican Church  

 

will hold 
 

Our Annual One-Day 
 Summer Retreat 

 

on Saturday, August 3, 2019 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

at 

Rappahannock Westminster  
Canterbury 

 

Friends and Guests are Welcome! 
The cost for the day is $30, which includes a 
continental breakfast, lunch and materials. 

 

Our theme is 
 

Living Ordinary Lives  
for God’s Glory! 

 

“And whatever you do, whether in  
work or deed, do it all in the name of  

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks  
to God the Father through him.” 

Colossians 3:17 
 

Mark your calendars now and plan to join us for 
a wonderful day to come together as women in 
Christ for fellowship and growth, as we consid-

er how God uses each of us according to His  
purposes, no matter where we are, or what we 

do. 
 

You will receive an invitation and  
registration form in the mail  

in early July. 
 

If you have any questions, please call Donna 
Soule at 301-650-5732 

 or email her at cswsoule@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have a safe 4th of July! 
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 Come help us celebrate the 50th anniversary of the  
1969 Apollo 11 Moon Landing with fireworks! 

 
You and your company are invited to the Townshend’s for refreshments, good company and  

Great Fireworks! 
 

Please join us at 1909 Clarketown Road, Heathsville, VA on Saturday, July 6, 
between 8 and 9 p.m. The fireworks will start at or around 9:10 p.m. 

 

As always, remember to bring a lawn chair or blanket and a flashlight. 
Call the Fireworks weather hotline for day-of updates 703-609-3231.  

        (Rain date of Sunday, July 7) 
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CHURCH & COMMUNITY NEWS 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
Mark your calendars 

 
 

 July   6   Townshend’s Family Fireworks (See page 6) 
 July   7  Fireworks Rain Date 
 July   9  WyldLife Committee Meeting 
 July 12  Ward LeHardy Service, Naval Academy Cemetery, 
       Annapolis, MD  11:00 
 July 15-20  WyldLife Camping trip at CrossRoads 

  

 

 
Check out our wonderful webpage regularly! 

 
www.lightofchristva.org 


