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     Light of Christ Anglican Church 
  THE  BEACON 

P.O. Box 609 • Heathsville, Virginia 22473 

9500 Northumberland Highway 

804 580-4555 • email: lightofchristva@gmail.com 

www.lightofchristva.org 

Let your light so shine before men 

that they may see your good deeds 

and praise  your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

Conversations with the Rector 

Everyone who considers Light of Christ as his or her 

church family is invited to attend one of our upcoming small 

group sessions with our rector and deacon in member’s 

homes over dessert and coffee. The group meetings will 

begin on Tuesday, May 8th, and continue on Tuesdays 

through mid-June.  You will receive an invitation by mail with 

information regarding the date and time for your group. The 

groups are divided geographically as much as possible. These 

will be informal discussions, addressing the following topics: 

 What do you see as the role of LOC within this

community?

 What do you see as your role within the church family

and beyond in the Kingdom of God?

 What are some things you love at LOC that would draw

others to join us?

 What are your concerns and what would you like for

your pastor to know?

This is an excellent opportunity to share your thoughts

and ask questions in a smaller, more intimate setting, so we 

hope you will come. Our pastor wants to hear from you. If 

you cannot attend the group meeting to which you are 

assigned, but wish to, please speak with Mary Swann to be 

assigned to another group. If for some reason you do not 

receive an invitation before the first group meeting on May 

8th, let Mary know so that you can be included. 
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Blessings! Mike Moffitt 

Mike’s Message 

What a joy it was to welcome our dear brother 

and friend Bishop Stephen Kaziimba to Light of Christ 

on Sunday April 22nd. His message to us was very 

powerful and a great encouragement. He spoke of the 

dedication of the new cathedral for the Mityana diocese 

that will be held on October 27, 2018. He expressed a 

desire for a delegation from Light of Christ to be present 

at the ceremony. If you would like to be part of that 

delegation, please let me know as soon as possible. 

The vestry has been discussing the subjects of the 

parish retreat and community outreach. We decided to 

ask for the overall opinion of the congregation. Please 

think about the following three questions and respond to 

me or any member of the vestry ASAP. 

 Do you want to continue the same parish retreat

format as in the past, Friday afternoon—Sunday

morning at a designated retreat center, OR would

you prefer that we have a shorter retreat period?

 In place of a parish retreat, would you prefer a

church picnic at some place like Westmoreland

State Park?

 What type of events should we have for the

community?

Thanks in advance for your prayerful responses.

I recently read a story written 

by Greg Laurie, the pastor of Harvest 

Christian Fellowship in Riverside 

California. He recounted his personal 

testimony, which included an incident 

in which he shared his faith with a man who had once 

been married to his mother. According to Laurie, this 

man had adopted him and had been the only one of a 

string of his mother’s boyfriends and husbands who had  

been like a father to him. Many years had passed since 

Laurie had seen or spoken to him, and he decided to try 

and find him to thank him for his kindness. He was able 

to locate the man living in New Jersey and found that he 

was a retired attorney and had remarried. He contacted 

the man who was glad to hear from him and anxious to 

re-connect. So, Greg Laurie and his wife went to New 

Jersey to see a man who had not been a part of his life 

for many years.  

The first night during dinner he was asked to 

share how he had become a pastor. He told the story of 

his conversion and witnessed to the saving power of 

Jesus Christ. Both the man and his new wife were polite 

but seemed indifferent. Laurie wrote that his father sat 

there listening just like an attorney would listen to a 

witness. After receiving the answer to their inquiry, they 

thanked Laurie for telling the story and went to bed. 

Laurie had the impression that he had bored them as 

neither had asked any other questions but had politely 

smiled and left to get ready for bed. The next morning, 

Laurie and his father went for a walk, and his father told 

him that he had thought about what Greg had told him 

the night before and wanted to give his life to Christ too. 

Laurie was shocked and explained again what it meant to 

give your life to Christ. Again, his father listened 

patiently and replied that he understood and wanted to do 

just that. They knelt in the grass in prayer as his father 

accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior. Later that 

day, his father’s wife surrendered her life to Christ as 

well. His father ended up living 15 years more and was 

very involved in his church, in Bible studies, and in the 

Gideons.  

The point that Laurie was making in the story 

was that his father and his father’s wife never asked 

probing or challenging questions, but were simply 

moved to faith in Christ by hearing the story of Greg’s 

conversion. In 2016 Laurie felt led to write the book Tell 

Someone because he has found that personal, one-on-one 

sharing is the most effective witness that those within the 

church have.  

Starting on May 3rd the Christian Worldview 

Institute will be begin a five-week discussion on 

evangelism based on the simple principles laid out in this 

little book and others on how to simply and effectively 

engage those around us for Christ.  

The goal of this class is not to make anyone feel 

bad or condemned if they have not engaged others with 

the Gospel message, but to inspire and encourage them. 

It is my hope that we will be a church that is very 

missional and finds joy in sharing with our friends, 

family, neighbors, and other acquaintances how Jesus 

Christ has impacted our lives. Often people cringe at the 

idea of evangelism and live with guilt when they don’t 

share their faith with others. We read verses in the 

Scriptures like the Great Commission that Jesus gave to 

all his disciples in Matthew 28:18-20, and we feel 

inadequate and unprepared to be faithful to the 

command. Evangelism is how Christianity has grown 

and flourished for over 2000 years, and we want to be 

exhorting and training our congregation to be effective 

witnesses for the Gospel. This class is for our church and 

anyone else in the community who is interested. We will 

meet at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 3rd and then again 

on the 10th, 17th, 31st and June 14th. Feel free to contact 

me if you have any questions. Please be in prayer for this 

time, asking God to open our hearts and minds to the joy 

of sharing our faith with others. 
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Kair os 52  (K52) is  in  th e r ear view 

m ir r or  n ow, bu t  as  I lear n ed  th is  past  week , th is  is  

ju s t  th e fir s t  act  of a  life-lon g  pilg r im ag e of 

Ch r is t ian  fellowsh ip  an d ser vice for  both  Kair os  

In s ider s  an d Ou ts ider s .  I can  tell you  th a t  I 

witn essed  th e m ir acles  of m en  bein g  filled  with  th e 

Holy  Spir it , tes t ify in g  to th e savin g  r esu r r ect ion  

power  of th e r isen  Lor d  J esu s  Ch r is t .  

Man y m en  wh o wer e sh a t ter ed  an d m ir ed  in  

th e sh am e an d g u ilt  of s in , u t ter ly  separ ated  fr om  

th e lig h t  of Ch r is t , h ad  th e eyes  of th eir  h ear t  

open ed for  th e fir s t  t im e to His  love an d eter n al 

pu r pose for  th eir  lives . 

Despite th e leader sh ip  an d en cou r ag em en t  

of m y Kair os  br oth er s , on  th e day  befor e depar t in g  

for  Bu ck in g h am  Cor r ect ion al Cen ter , I r em ain ed 

appr eh en s ive an d was m or e th an  h alf h opin g  th a t  

m y back g r ou n d clear an ce wou ld  be delayed … bu t  

God h ad oth er  plan s .  I don ’t  wan t  to r evea l too 

m u ch  n ow as  Mik e h as  r equ es ted  th a t  th e Kair os  

Team  pr ovide a  fu ll accou n t  of K52 to you , bu t  I 

will sh ar e th a t  as  th e Holy  Spir it  qu ick en ed in  m e 

a  love for  th ese m en , I h ave n ever  felt  so assu r ed 

of God’s  favor  an d g r ace.  Th e Kair os  Team  is  so 

g r a tefu l for  th e t ir eless  an d effectu al pr ayer s  fr om  

you , ou r  br oth er s  an d  s is ter s . Oh , an d  th an k  you  

for  th ose won der fu l cook ies  th a t  m y Kair os  team  

leader s  in sis t  a r e m ag ica lly low in  ca lor ies  … 

h m m . Special th an k s  for  th e yeom an  effor t s  of ou r  

beloved Deacon  Mar y  Swan n  wh o lovin g ly 

m an ag ed to t r an sfor m  u n wieldy r ecipes  for  ver y 

la r g e g r ou ps  in to g ou r m et  m eals . 

You r  br oth er  in  Ch r is t , 

Bar t  Mor r ison  

From the  Senior Warden  

A Thank You Note from Melinda Floom 

A HUGE thank you to 

Leslye McDade-Morrison for 

learning the audio/visual system, 

selecting music to enhance our 

worship during our Sunday 

service, and spending hours each week getting it 

loaded and ready for presentation. She did a 

stellar job and helped us through the time after 

Judy Rasberry left for Florida and we were 

without a Minister of Music. 

We all owe Leslye a personal thank you for 

a job well done. 

The Bishop is 

coming! 

On May 18th-20th, 

Bishop John Guernsey 

and his wife Meg 

will visit 

Light of Christ. 

On Sunday, May 20th, Bishop Guernsey will 

lead the 9:00 a.m. adult Sunday school class 

and will preach and celebrate at our  

10:00 a.m. service of Confirmation.  

A reception for Bishop Guernsey and Meg, 

courtesy of Hospitality Team Two,   

will follow worship.  

Please plan to attend! 

Rekindle  our love 
Refresh our worship 
Renew our strength 
Restore our vision 

Replenish our numbers 

More from Mike—Sunday Bulletin Prayer List Update 

Many of you have asked about the removal of the names of 

people who are suffering from long term illness from the prayer list 

on the back of the bulletin. The names had accumulated over a 

period of years. For example, there were names on that list that were 

posted over ten years ago by people who have since died. 

Consequently, we do not have any updated information about the 

prayer needs of the person on the list. 

We removed all the names from the long term prayer list 

except those that were placed in 2018. We will be placing current 

requests for people in need of prayer on the inside of the bulletin in 

the Prayers of the People section. Those names will remain there for 

one month unless we are notified by the person who asked to have 

the name placed on the list. We will extend the time if the situation 

is still current and the need immediate. We will continue to place 

names on the back of the bulletin by request, but will need to be 

asked to let the names remain more than an additional two months. 

This should keep the accumulation of names to those who have a 

continued need but also will let us be reminded of the situation so 

that we can pray effectively. Feel free to contact me personally if 

you have any thoughts or questions about this. 
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Deacon’s Corner 

Deacon Mary Swann 

Treasurer’s Report 

First Quarter, 2018 
by Jan Beckett 

The first quarter produced a balanced slate of 

income and expenses, with a modest surplus of 

$1,667. Income totaled $94,552 and expenses $92,885. 

Based on the current forecast, we project a surplus for 

the year, due primarily to a reduction in the monthly 

mortgage payment from $3,877 to $2,085 or $21,504 

annually. The surplus will be used to reduce mortgage 

principal and build up our discretionary reserves for 

unexpected disbursement requirements. As of the end 

of the first quarter, liquid assets totaled approximately 

$91,940 and our one liability, the mortgage, had an 

outstanding balance of $367,616. Liquid assets include 

(1) Parishioner-designated Funds ($33,349) e.g. Altar

Guild, Uganda;

(2) Emergency Reserves ($50,000)

(3) Discretionary Reserves ($-7,036)

(4) Building Fund ($3,561), temporarily in checking

account until next mortgage payment when it is

applied to mortgage principal

(5) Memorial Garden ($-5,949) and

(6) Special-purpose Checking Accounts ($18,015),

such as the Rector’s Benevolence Fund.

Light of Christ has made a major commitment 

to Young Life, having pledged $27,000 in 2018. This 

amount is being funded by reducing the traditional 

outreach budget by $10,000 (since Young Life is a 

major outreach program), transferring money from a 

previous designated fund for community outreach to 

current year operations, and receiving a generous 

donation from the Church Women. This leaves us with 

the need for about $7,500. If you have a passion for 

reaching young people for Christ, please consider 

donating to Young Life through the church. Simply 

make your check payable to Light of Christ Anglican 

Church and write “Young Life” in the memo line. 

To discuss our finances in more detail, please 

c o n t a c t  J a n  B e c k e t t  ( 5 8 0 - 5 1 7 9  o r 

JanBeckett@aol.com). 

Spring is finally showing 

signs of arrival in the Northern 

Neck! I always welcome this 

time of year that seems to bring 

a burst of energy and renewal 

of mind, body and spirit after a 

cold winter.  Hopefully, you 

will also feel this increase in 

excitement as flowers are blooming, birds are singing 

and we can shed our winter coats. 

I encourage you to seek out and participate in 

the opportunities for growth and service in the life of 

your church. In May, we are beginning a series of 

informal gatherings in small groups with Mike, so 

that we can share with one another about the future 

of LOC. Also, the Christian Worldview Institute will 

offer a series of classes on sharing the Gospel with 

those around us. Both of these are described 

elsewhere in this month’s newsletter. The Sunday 

morning adult Sunday school class continues to 

stimulate learning and growth. There are 

opportunities to serve in the Thrift Shop and the 

nursery. There are several Bible studies to choose 

from. If you are not participating in a Bible Study 

group, please ask in the office about what is available. 

They are usually listed in the bulletin as well. You are 

always invited to attend the Wednesday prayer 

group. If you see an area where you could serve the 

Lord more fully and have not plugged into any 

particular ministry, please speak up! We need 

everyone to be active members of our congregation, 

so that together we can be Kingdom-minded people 

of God in this community. 

Invitation! 
Ladies, you are cordially invited to a coffee.

The coffee will be at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, June 2nd 

at Light of Christ Anglican Church. 

RSVP  to the church office:  

804-580-4555 or lightofchristva@gmail.com

Judy Rasberry has taken on the 

role of Minister of Music. 

     Thanks be to God! 
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                         Young Life/Wyldlife Banquet 2018 
 

 “But how can people call for help if they don’t know who to trust? And how 
can they know who to trust if they haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? 
And how can they hear if nobody tells them? And how is anyone going to tell them, 
unless someone is sent to do it?”  Romans 10:14-17 The Message  
 Even before the term “Fake News,” or the internet services such as Fact-
Checker and Snopes, the concepts of TRUTH and TRUST were big deals. People want 
to know the source and reliability of their news, whether bad or good! That is one 
of the reasons we recently held a Wyldlife Banquet and a follow-on Celebration at 
Light of Christ. Our first goal was to present the mission of Young Life to our 
community in a winning way, so that they might have confidence (TRUST) in the 
ministry and catch the vision. Our second goal was to share our JOY in what the 
Lord has already accomplished through the mission. Our third goal was to invite 
others to partner with us to keep Wyldlife alive and thriving in the Northern Neck.  
 Almost 80 people, including six pastors and their wives, came out on Friday 
night to taste and see that the Lord is good! They heard a powerful testimony from 
Peyton, a Christopher Newport College student, whose life was turned upside down 
and right side up through an encounter with a Young Life leader who introduced her to Jesus!  
 The YL regional director, Joe Marks, came from Newport News to expand upon the mission of Young Life and 
the roles of the Young Life leader, committee, and supporters. He compared us to the four friends who cared so 
much that they, with great team effort, carried their paralyzed friend to a rooftop and gently let him down through 
the roof with the fervent hope that Jesus would heal him. That man needed his friends and must have really trusted 
them to go along with their scheme! The Great News is that Jesus fulfilled all their hopes, not only for healing, but for 
forgiveness and an abundant future! 
 Our own missionary to the Northumberland Middle School, Laura Raciborski, shared about her own journey 
to Northumberland County and the wonderful things the Lord has been doing here in the last six months. Laura also 
cast a vision of many kids going to Wyldlife Camp, experiencing “the best week of their lives,” hearing about God’s 
unfathomable love for them, and His future plans and  hopes for them. These same kids may make a commitment to 
follow Jesus, grow in their faith, and then share their testimonies with family and friends.  They  will be used to 
secure our faith and our future as the Body of Christ. 
 Finally, I had an opportunity (actually two, including our celebration at LOCA,) to share how others are called 
to be partners in outreach around the neighborhood and around the world. Though we may not be equipped or 
called to go to 12-18-year-olds, our prayers, guidance, and resources can enable Laura, who has the training in the 
culture and speaks the language, to go, to spend the time, build the trust, and share the Gospel.  
 And so, we come to our fourth goal:  to thank those of you who have stepped up to partner with Young Life. 
Paul loved the church at Philippi because they loved each other and, though they were not wealthy people, they 
shared everything they had. I feel much the same for you who have become partners with us in taking the Great 
News to the teens of the Northern Neck! 
 

In His Amazing Grace and Love, 
Jeanne Hickey 

Laura Raciborski 
Northumberland Wyldlife Leader 

Northumberland Wyldlife kids who helped at the recent banquet 
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A New Book—Strong at the Broken Places 
 

 Introducing Strong at the Broken Places—a book that  tells the story of  our church during 

the years 2003-2015 as we transitioned from St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church to Light of 

Christ Anglican Church.  The book is edited by Ward LeHardy, with contributions from thirty 

couples and individual members of our church. Bishop John Guernsey wrote the preface to the 

book, and our own pastor, the Rev. Mike Moffitt, provided his comments in the afterword. 

 The book is dedicated to the Rev. Jeffrey Cerar, our pastor from 1996—2015. Jeff 

wrote his chapter during the summer of last year, only months before his death in November 2017. 

Other chapters capture the personal thoughts of church members as they recalled the challenges 

of that time period.  

 The book will be available for purchase 

following the worship service on 20 May, 2018. 

The cost of the book is $15 and all proceeds will 

be donated to the Light of Christ Anglican 

Church Building Fund. 

Front and back covers of the book 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Coffee Hour 
May   6 Tom and Elaine Price, Ernie Proctor 
May 13 Paul and Peggy Lassanske 
  Bill and Barbara Ressler 
May 20  Bishop’s Visit—Hospitality Team Two 
May 27 Betty Dillingham, Sally Custer 
June  3 Betty Cralle, Jeanette Cralle  
 

Altar Rail Ministers 
May   6 Sam and Gayle Marston   
May 13 Tom and Elaine Price   
May 20 Jim and Lyn Conley   
May 27 Walt and Phyllis TeStrake  
June 3  Ernie Proctor, Agnes Burke 
 

Vestry Person on Duty 
May   6 Barbara Seed 
May 13 Bart Morrison 
May 20  David Peresluha 
May 27 Alison Kimmitt 
June  3 Harrison Williams 

 

May   1 Trevor Elmore 
May   5 Margaret Radcliffe, Charlie Nguyen 
May   7 Matthew Haley  
May   8 Kim Nguyen 
May 10 Harrison Williams, Bill Andrulot 
May 14 Joan Blackstone 
May 16 Sandra Ward 
May 18 Rich Riddell 
May 20 Linda Riddell 
May 23 Ed Feddeman 
May 26 Betty Dillingham 
May 28 John Powers 
May 31 Denise McCarthy 

 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, 
we pray, on your servants named above, as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and 
grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness  

all the days of their lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Happy May Birthdays! 

Acolytes 
May   6 Hannah Hamlett 
May 13 LeAnne Nguyen 
May 20 Hannah Hamlett 
May 27 LeAnne Nguyen 
June  3 Hannah Hamlett 
 

Lesson Readers 
May   6 Bill Tracey (L) 
  Priscilla Williams (P) 
May 13 Marie Carstensen (L) 
  Ed Feddeman (P) 
May 20 Frank McCarthy (L) 
  Constance McDearmon (P) 
May 27 Betty Dillingham (L)  
  Howard York (P) 
June  3 Joan Blackstone (L) 
  Tony Blackstone (P) 
 

Eucharist Ministers 
May   6 Harrison and Priscilla Williams  
May 13 Tony Blackstone,  
  Constance McDearmon 
May 20 Bart Morrison 
May 27 Suzy Norman, Lucy Logan 

June  3  Frank McCarthy, Phyllis TeStrake  
 

Ushers 
May   6 David Gwaltney, George Beckett 
May 13 Bill and Charlaine Andrulot   
May 20 Chris Cralle, Jim Logan   
May 27 Tom and Alison Kimmitt   
June  3  Steve Proctor, Lyn Neira  
  

Greeters 
May   6 Ernie Proctor, Marie Carstensen 
May 13 Dick and Barbara Seed 
May 20 Howard and Lynn York  
May 27 Doris Myers, Judy LeHardy   
June  3 Bonnie Odend’hal, Peggy Lassanske

Counters 

May   Jan and George Beckett 

Altar Guild  

May  Jane Peterson, Charlaine Andrulot, 
  Irene Haley  

Nursery 
May   6 Doris Myers, Julie Pritchard 
May 13 Jeanette Cralle, Irene Haley 
May 20 Saunee Hamlett, Alison Kimmitt 
May 27  Julie Prichard, Jeanette Cralle  
June  3 Doris Myers, Irene Haley 

Happy May Anniversaries! 

May   9 Pat and Bob Dalzell 
May 12 Gail and Ed Feddeman 
May 23 Saunee and Wayne Hamlett 
May 26 Teresa and Mike Moffitt 
May 28 Barbara and Bill Ressler 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 

9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

 

May 2018 

Please plan to attend a new  

Christian Worldview Class 
on  

Practical Evangelism 
 

   at Light of Christ Anglican Church 
 

Thursdays at 5:30 p.m.  
 

      Class Dates are May 3rd,  
  May 10th, May 17th, May 31st,  
             and June 14th 

 

 Sign up in the parish hall and invite your  
                                         friends and neighbors to attend! 

 



The following is a letter Margaret Radcliffe, our church secretary, presented 
to our rector a few weeks ago. It is reprinted here for the congregation  

with Mike’s and Margaret’s permission. 

 

 

 

      
 
 

       April 10, 2018 
 
Dear Mike, 
 
 I think it is time for me to finally do the thing that I have 
known for some time is the right thing to do, and that is to resign 
from my position as secretary at Light of Christ Anglican Church, a 
position I have held for three years this month. 
 
 I do so with gratitude for the opportunities you and the people 
of this church have given me to serve, for the generous salary I was 
given, and for the many kindnesses I have been shown by you and 
the members of this vestry, as well as by so many dear members of 
the congregation. 
 
 I am willing to stay on for a time until you find my replace-
ment and to train as needed. I would request that this period of time 
be no shorter than a month and no longer than three months. 
 
        
       Sincerely,  
       Margaret Radcliffe 


