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Let your light so shine before 

men that they may see your 

good deeds and praise  

your Father in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 

 

 

 
 

On May 12-14 Bishop John Guernsey and his wife Meg  

will visit Light of Christ. 
 

Please come to a time of teaching  

by the bishop on  

Saturday, May 13th at 10:00 a.m.  

with lunch following. 

On Sunday, May 14th, Bishop Guernsey 

will lead the  

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School class  

and will preach and celebrate at our  

10:00 a.m. service of Confirmation.  

A reception, courtesy of Hospitality Team #1 (Phoebe), for 

Bishop Guernsey and Meg will follow worship. 

 
On June 16-18 Dr. Richard Pratt will visit Light of Christ. 

He will offer teachings here on Friday evening and Saturday 

morning and will preach on Sunday morning. 
 

Dr. Pratt is the president and founder of Third Millennium Ministries, 

an organization committed to equipping church leaders in their own 

lands by creating a multimedia seminary 

curriculum in five major languages. Dr. Pratt is 

an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church 

in America. He has served as a pastor and 

traveled extensively to evangelize and teach. 

Previously, he was the chairman of the Old 

Testament Department at Reformed 

Theological Seminary (RTS), Orlando, and he 

currently serves as an Adjunct Professor there, 

occasionally teaching Old Testament courses. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 



2 

Mike’s Message 
   
  

 glory and strength! Ascribe to the Lord the glory due 
his name; bring an offering, and come into his 
courts! Worship the Lord in the splendor of 
holiness, tremble before him, all the earth! Let the 
heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the 
sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and 
everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest 
sing for joy” 

Psalm 96:7-9, 11-12  

 As I left my house on Easter morning, I 
reflected on the joy and assurance of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the promise from 2 
Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come.” Jesus had come as the 
Messiah, just like God had promised in his Word 
long before, and because of this, Revelation 21:5 
promises us, “And he who was seated on the throne 
said, ‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ Also, he 
said, ‘Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.’” 
 I had been considering the message that God 
laid on my heart for our Easter service, that even 
though the Resurrection happened over 2000 years 
ago, the revelation of God’s love and passion for his 
children are as fresh and relevant now as they were 
that first Easter morning. As I drove toward the 
church, everything around me cried out, 
“RESURRECTION!” It was a warm beautiful 
morning; the sun was shining and the scenery all 
around me was so alive. The green fields of winter 
wheat, the fluorescent yellow fields of canola, and 
the buttercups all along the road reminded me that 
spring is here right on time. Long ago, God promised 
Noah in Genesis 8:22, “While the earth remains, 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night, shall not cease.” All the 
beauty that surrounded me was a reminder that God 
has not forgotten his Word spoken to Noah 
thousands of years ago.  
 God speaks to us so clearly through all that 
He has made, and it is vitally important that we not 
miss His voice. Psalm 19:1-2 reminds us, “The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims his handiwork.

 
Day to day pours out 

speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.” 
  

“Ascribe to the Lord, O families of 
the peoples, ascribe to the Lord  

 Even creation reminds us of a powerful, 
mighty, wise, and ultimately incomprehensible God 
who is the Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. His 
faithfulness in keeping His promise about the 
dependability of the seasons assures us that He can 
be trusted to keep His word and return in the new 
Heavens and new Earth as our eternal Lord and 
King.  
 The world does everything in its power to 
divert our focus from the promises of God and the 
hope of the Resurrection by showing us all the 
pleasure and toys that we can have now. Creation, 
on the other hand, reveals the splendor and majesty 
of the Creator who has given us all that we need as 
a down payment towards all that we will inherit. The 
Apostle Paul encouraged the Corinthian church to 
follow the example of Jesus and live for something 
much greater than themselves.  
 

“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all 
have died; and he died for all, that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised.” 
 2 Corinthians 5: 14-15 
 

 This Easter season, as we prepare for 
Pentecost, let’s join with creation in praising and 
worshiping the God who continues to faithfully make 
all things new.  
 

Gracious Father, thank you for this season of 

remembrance that your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ overcame sin and death on our behalf. Send 

your Holy Spirit to grow a passion for and 

awareness of your presence within us. Let us join 

with all creation in revealing the love and power of 

our creator God for it’s in Jesus name that we pray. 

Blessings! 
Mike Moffitt 

 

From the Junior Warden: 
 

Our thanks to Sam and Gayle Marston for the work 
they did to beautify the front entrance 
of the church with lavender and other 
plants, as well as the large cross they 
constructed for Easter Sunday. We 
thank them for their continued service 
in the beautification of the church 
grounds.  

The Easter 2016 flowering cross 
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From the Office: 
 

Contact information for the members of our 
congregation changes frequently and new people are 
added often, so please update your directory if you 
haven’t done so in a while. Check the date in the upper 
left corner and exchange it for a new copy if it is older 
than April, 2017. The latest copy can be found each week 
on the counter in the narthex and also on our LOC 
church website. (The directory is password protected.) 
 

Also, please continue to monitor the prayer list printed in 
the Sunday bulletin and let  me know if there are changes. 
 

Finally, if you would prefer to read your newsletter online 
and NOT receive a paper copy, please let me know and I 
will not print a copy for you. 
     Margaret Radcliffe 
 

Random Acts of Kindness 

Parish Weekend! 
October  6-7, 2017 

 

At the Airfield Conference Center/South East  
4-H Educational Center  

near Wakefield, Virginia 
 

More information to follow. 

 

Prayers Answered! 

 One day in April, I called Linda Krisman, our 

Thrift Shop manager, to tell her I wasn’t comfortable 

coming to work that day because of a tornado warning 

and prediction of large hail. Linda, of course, was not 

deterred. She had already promised Sandi Ward that 

she would meet her at the shop at 10 a.m. to give her a 

cast iron corn stick pan so that Sandi could bake bread 

for the The Tavern Cafe lunches. Needless to say, 

Linda was going to work! 

 This is a typical example of Linda’s random acts 

of kindness. She will never be the first to say the shop 

is closed for bad weather—or any other reason. She 

has the most incredible work ethic of anyone I know. 

She spends many weekends at garage sales, yard sales, 

and auctions looking for things to buy for the shop. A 

lot of the items she buys are pieces of furniture, and 

her husband, Mike, repairs and refinishes these pieces 

to be sold in the shop. 

 Linda also goes the extra mile for our 

customers. Not too long ago, an elderly woman came 

into the shop and her eyes lit up as she spied an 

antique lamp that was just like the one she grew up 

with. She had to have it! 

The lamp was taken 

apart to fit into the 

woman ’ s  car  for 

transport. When she 

admitted to Linda that 

she was not sure she 

would be able to put it 

back together, Linda 

volunteered to follow 

her all the way to 

Reedville to reassemble 

the lamp in the woman’s 

home, which she did. 

That’s Linda for you! 

 These are just a 

few examples among many of the ways that Linda goes 

far beyond the call of duty. Her cheerful and generous 

spirit prevails and enhances the ambiance of our Thrift 

Shop every day she is there. We are extremely blessed 

to have a manager such as Linda, and I know you will 

want to join me in thanking God for her devotion to our 

ministry. 

 

Suzy Norman 

 Our Thrift Shop assistant 
manager is Irene Haley. Many of you 
know that back in December Irene had 
her right kidney removed due to 
cancer, as well as part of her bladder. 
When she went back for her three-
month checkup, the doctor found a 
spot on her bladder and she had to 
have a biopsy done in April. 

 She has been on the prayer list, and our Lord has 
heard and answered our prayers. Irene has just learned that 
the spot was benign and she is totally cancer free! Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow, and thanks be to all who 
have helped carry Irene through this time with their 
supplications and prayers. 

Suzy Norman 
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Mission Update—Joni & Friends “Wheels for the World” 
From Carolyn Costello 

 I am happy to be returning to Peru for “Wheels for the World” wheelchair distributions two times 
this year. I will be going to Tacna, Peru October 27—November 5. Last week I was asked by my team 
leader to consider going to Lima in July for a special “Wheels” outreach. Twenty-three physical therapy 
students from Hardin Simmons University are interns in Joni and Friends Cause for Life program, which 
aims to introduce young Christians to disability ministries. These students and three of their instructors 
will be participating in the wheelchair distribution at two different churches in Lima. A small team of 
“Wheels” veterans will accompany them and act as mentors. I am excited to have this opportunity to be 
one of them and to share my experience and also to present an occupational therapy perspective. Most 
of all, I am happy to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with the people in Peru and to be able to encourage 
young people in their faith. This outreach is July 10—17. I have much to do to prepare: study Spanish, 
gather Occupational Therapy equipment and instructional materials in Spanish, and most importantly 
PRAY. I will be also studying Joni Eareckson Tada’s course, “Beyond Suffering,” which is part of the 
student interns’ program. 
Local Chair Corps News 
 Ed and I have been busy collecting wheelchairs, walkers, and crutches.  I have spoken at the 
Northern Neck Connection, The Woman’s Club of Northumberland County, and the Kilmarnock Kiwanis 
Club this year and have made many connections as I share how God is working through “Wheels for the 
World.” We now have eight wheelchairs and many walkers, crutches, and canes in our basement and 
garage. We have a few more to pick up from a man who works at a junk yard in Montross. He has 
already supplied us with several chairs. When our basement and garage are full, they are sent to 
Richmond. When the volunteer in Richmond has received about 200 chairs, the chairs are shipped by 
volunteer trucking from Wal-Mart or FedEx to a prison in Tennessee where they are refurbished, shrink 
wrapped, and sent to the several countries worldwide where “Wheels” outreach takes place. This ministry 
blesses many people on several levels, and we are blessed to be a part of it. 

Thank you all for your prayers and support of this ministry. 
 

 The chart on the newsletter insert, which was prepared by Bobby Edmonds, reflects the status of the 
Building Fund as of the end of March, 2017. Our Building Fund concluded on 31 January 2017 and resulted 
in more than $1.8 million donated towards the construction of our new church. Some of the commitments are 
still coming in, and supplemental donations are always welcome, but this report will conclude the major fund 
raising effort begun in December, 2012. The incredible support by the congregation as well as other 
individuals and groups during these 50 months is a reflection of the powerful way God has worked through 
the people of this church for His Glory.                                             Ward LeHardy, Building Fund Chairman 

Wheelchairs awaiting transport in the Costello’s basement. 

Carolyn Costello with her seating team in Lima, Peru in October 2016. 
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 If you are like me and want to know who Krishna 
is, I leave that to Ravi Zacharias to explain in his easy-to-
read little book on the complex system of Hinduism and 
its differences with Christianity. The book is really a fun 
read and also so informative! Really! The set-up for the 
conversation between Jesus and Krishna is another 
conversation, so you feel like you are there. It reads like 
questions and conversations we all have, and would 
have, perhaps, with Jesus and Krishna if we could! I 
found myself laughing and asking the same questions 
the characters ask. The answers Jesus gives are biblical 
and faith-confirming. I found myself cheering and 
agreeing, and saying to myself, “Yeah, I know that about 
Jesus and I believe it too!” 
 Through the conversations, you will learn about 
the Hindu beliefs and sacred scriptures. Reincarnation, 
the caste system, even the sacred cow are explained, 
and while there is much about Hinduism that is revealed, 
the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ permeates the 
book and makes it a joy for a Christian to read. 
 Some of the “jewels” tucked away in the book: 
 “If it is possible that truth can be constantly changing, 

how can one possibly know what is true?” 
 “Just because two things have one thing in common 

doesn’t mean they have everything in common.” 
 “ … belief is a contagious thing, often carried by the 

force of culture, and the truth behind a belief is often 
missed.” 

 This book will give you a window into Hinduism, 
which is found here in the U.S. as well as in Nepal. 
Please pray for people in bondage to the beliefs of 
Hinduism and for opportunities for them to hear the truth. 

 Book Review  

New Birth or Rebirth? 

Jesus Talks with Krishna 
by Ravi Zacharias 

Reviewed by our missionary to Nepal 

Nepal Mission Goal = $5,000 per month 

 

               As of April 17, 2017 – Achieved 74% of the Goal. 

 Book Review  

The Lotus and the Cross 

Jesus Talks with Buddha 
by Ravi Zacharias 

Reviewed by our missionary to Nepal 

 Another little but gripping book researched and 
imagined by Ravi Zacharias! The “conversation” 
between Guatama, the first Buddha, who was a 
Nepalese prince, and Jesus is almost like peeling an 
onion, as layers and circles of belief are explained by 
Buddha, but not really. This was a more difficult book 
and personally meaningful. As a teenager, I was seeking 
the meaning of life. Meditation and eastern religions 
seemed more “spiritual” and had more answers than did 
my church. However, as I studied the “reality” of the 
teaching of Buddha, I found that it just didn’t make sense 
and left me with more questions than answers. This book 
brought back the struggle I had all those years ago as 
well as the answers I eventually found in knowing Jesus 
Christ. The joy in this book is in the inviting message of 
truth from Jesus. 
 As I peeled back the layers of the book, I also 
cried. One of the other characters could be me or you, if 
not for the grace of God. Ravi Zacharias describes the 
emotional, physical, and spiritual pain of a woman 
enslaved by the sex trade and by her beliefs. In 
Cambodia, where to be Cambodian is to be Buddhist, 
the main road in and out of Phnom Penh contains blocks 
of garage-like “shops” in which prostitutes sit waiting for 
customers. This image, and others like it, came to mind 
as I read this woman’s story.  
 Towards the end of the book, Jesus and Buddha 
tour a Buddhist temple. The author describes the 
intensity and thoughts of Buddhist followers, and says, 
“Superstition and legalism rush into the hearts bereft of a 
God of mercy and grace.” 
 I do recommend this book. I pray it will touch and 
prompt you, as it did me, to share the Good News with 
others who are lost and stuck in a web of pain. Please 
pray for the truth to be revealed to Buddhists in Nepal, 
the U.S., and the world. 
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A note from Joyce and Smitty Smith, former members of 

our congregation, for all the kindnesses and prayers they 

received from our church members during Joyce’s illness 

and surgery: 
 

Your gift was special—the thought was too— 

  

 On April 8th, a group of women gathered in 

the parish hall to learn about the ancient practice of 

praying with prayer beads. Constance McDearmon 

gave a very informative talk on the use of prayer 

beads throughout history, beginning in biblical times. 

Some form of Christian prayer using prayer beads 

has been used across cultures and denominations 

since that time. Sandi Ward organized all of the 

supplies for us to make our own beads. We enjoyed a 

time of fellowship as we selected and made our 

beads, prayed with them, and then had lunch 

together. Many of the women present requested that 

we do this again at a later date and perhaps make 

prayer beads to give to others. The idea of using a 

tool such as beads to focus our attention as we pray 

appealed to some in the group.  The distractions in 

our busy lives can impact our prayer time. There are 

many ways to pray with prayer beads according to 

individual preference and we gave handouts with 

suggestions. 
 

 The women’s ministry would love to have 

donations of old costume jewelry that could be used 

for making prayer beads.  Beads or other jewels of 

any size or color will work as long as they have a 

hole to string them. We haven’t set a date yet, but if 

you have some beads to pass on, please give them to 

Sandi Ward for our future workshops! 
 

Mary Swann 

 

A sampling of the prayer 

beads made on April 8th 

Constance McDearmon, Sandi Ward, and Mary Swann 

showing off their handiwork Dear Light of Christ Friends, 
 

 Today I saw the surgeon who operated on me March 

20th. She confirmed the tumors were benign today! I didn’t 

expect such good news on March 19th! With God, all things are 

possible! It’s a miracle to me that the first two tumors were cut 

all the way out and the last two were harmless! Today, I was 

told I can get back to normal after another plastic surgery 

operation and after having some pinched nerves in my back 

deadened with radio frequency.  

 Thank you, God, for being so merciful. Thank you, 

Light of Christ believers, for your constant encouragement and 

support. It’s been six and a half months since I found the first 

tumor, and I feel generally good! Praising God and saying 

“Thank you!”                                      

Friends like you are a rare treasure.   
 

Thank you for all you have done.  

Joyce and Smitty 
Lucy Logan 



 

7 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Counters 

May  Betty Dillingham and Bob Norman 
 

Coffee Hour 
May    7 Dick & Barbara Seed 
May  14 Hospitality Team   
May  21 Joan Marie Parasine  
May  28 Bill Powers  
June   4 David & Cindy Peresluha 
 

Altar Rail Ministers 
May    7 Jim Conley, Teresa Moffitt   
May  14 Ernest Proctor, Agnes Burke   
May  21 George Beckett, Marion Mitchell  
May  28 Tom and Elaine Price  
June   4 Sam and Gayle Marston  
 

Vestry Person on Duty 
May    7 Ernie Proctor 
May  14 Harrison Williams 
May  21 Jane Wrightson 
May  28 Harrison Williams 
June   4 Bart Morrison 

 

 

 

 

 
  

May     5 Margaret Radcliffe   
                        Charlie Nguyen 
May     7 Matthew Haley 
May     8 Kim Nguyen 
May   10 Harrison Williams, Bill Andrulot 
May   14 Joan Blackstone 
May   16 Sandra Ward 
May   23 Ed Feddeman 
May   26 Betty Dillingham 
May   28 John Powers 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with 

favor, we pray, on your servants named above, as 

they begin another year. Grant that they may grow 

in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in 

your goodness all the days of their life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May    9 Pat and Bob Dalzell 
May  12 Gail and Ed Feddeman 
May  23 Saunee and Wayne Hamlett 
May  26 Teresa and Mike Moffitt 
May  28 Barbara and Bill Ressler 

 

Happy May Anniversaries! 

Happy May Birthdays! 

Acolytes 
May    7 LeAnne Nguyen 
May  14 Chris Cralle 
May  21 Hannah Hamlett 
May  28 Timmy Kimmitt 
June   4 Tommy Kimmitt 

 

Lesson Readers 
May    7 Elaine Price (L) 
  Howard York (P) 
May  14 Susan Read (L) 
  Ernie Proctor (P) 
May  21 Ruth Franck (L) 
  Bart Morrison (P) 
May  28 Jeanne Hickey (L) 
  Priscilla Williams (P) 
June   4 Marie Carstensen (L) 
  Al Carstensen (P) 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
May    7 Ward LeHardy, Irene Haley 
May  14 Frank McCarthy, Phyllis TeStrake 
May  21 Bart Morrison, Constance McDearmon 
May  28 Harrison & Priscilla Williams 
June   4  Fred Woodard, Elaine Price 

 

Ushers 
May    7 Tom & Allison Kimmitt 
May  14 David Gwaltney, Jim Logan  
May  21 John Powers, Lyn Neira  
May  28 Chris Cralle, Phyllis TeStrake   
June   4 Steve Proctor, Ed Costello   
  

Greeters 
May    7 Judy LeHardy, Julie Pritchard 
May  14 Howard and Lynn York  
May  21 Ed Feddeman, Doris Myers  
May  28 David and Cindy Peresluha  
June   4 Stan Rasberry, George Beckett  
   

Nursery 
May    7 Doris Myers, Constance McDearmon 
May  14 Irene Haley, Gayle Marston 
May  21 Margaret Radcliffe, Julie Pritchard 
May  28 Jeanette Cralle, Laura Woodard 
June   4 Doris Myers, Constance McDearmon 

Altar Guild  

May             Lynne Cerar, Ruth Franck,  
  Jane Peterson, Virginia Townshend 
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All Hands Needed! Parish Work Day 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 

9:00 a.m.—Noon 

With Lunch Following 

This will be an opportunity to straighten and clean various areas of our church including the 

sanctuary, kitchen, library, nursery, closets, and any other area that needs special attention. We will 

break up into teams of two or three and tackle these areas. Then we will gather for a light lunch.  

If you know of areas in need of attention, please contact  

Deacon Mary Swann or Margaret Radcliffe, who are compiling a list. 


