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 New and Returning Fall Fellowship  

and Bible Study Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

A New Members Class will begin at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, 

September 25th at Light of Christ. Contact Mike Moffitt 

or the church office if you’re interested in the class. 
 

The Tuesday evening Bible study will resume at 7:00 p.m. 

at the church on Tuesday, September 6th. For 15 weeks, 

the focus of the Bible study will be an overview of the 

entire Bible—perfect for those who have wanted to see how 

the Scriptures fit together. The study is titled Alpha to 
Omega, and will be led by Stan Rasberry. 
 

Fishermen—All men are invited to attend the Wednesday 

morning meetings of the Fishermen, which will resume on 

Wednesday, September 7th. The meetings are held weekly 

at 8:00 a.m. at the home of Ben and Sandra Ward in 

Heathsville. For more information, please contact Stan 

Rasberry or John Powers or the church office. 
 

New Women’s Bible Study—All women are invited to 

participate in a Bible study group at Light of Christ twice a 

month on the second and fourth Wednesdays from 9:30 

a.m.—10:45 a.m. Our first topic will focus on women in the 

Bible and what we can learn from their examples. Dr. Sandi 

Ward and Deacon Mary Swann will facilitate the group. 

Bring a friend! 
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Mike’s Message 
 

Psalm 135:5-7 
For I know that the Lord is 
great, and that our Lord is 
above all gods. Whatever 

the Lord pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, 
in the seas and all deeps. He it is who makes the 
clouds rise at the end of the earth, who makes 
lightning for the rain and brings forth the wind from 
his storehouses. 
 

Exodus 19:16 
On the morning of the third day there were thunder 
and lightning and a thick cloud on the mountain 
and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people 
in the camp trembled. 
 

Revelation 4:5 
From the throne came flashes of lightning, and 
rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the 
throne were burning seven torches of fire, which 
are the seven spirits of God. 
 

One of the things that I have enjoyed about living in 
the Northern Neck is the violent intensity of the 
thunder and lightning. Some of you may be 
wandering about my sanity (perhaps you should, 
but that’s another discussion) but I have always 
been fascinated by the power and beauty so clearly 
demonstrated through the loud crashing of thunder 
and intense flashes of lightning.  
 

A few nights ago I was woken up by a loud boom 
and very bright light that even filtered through the 
bedroom curtains. I jumped up and went to see for 
myself this marvelous display of the majesty and 
power of God. The first thing that occurred to me 
was that God’s Word teaches us that He alone 
“makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth, 
who makes lightning for the rain and brings 
forth the wind from his storehouses.” 
 

In the Old Testament thunder and lightning are the 
symbols of the presence of God, and in the Book of 
Revelation it is thunder and lightning that surrounds 
the throne of God. This is the God that we praise 
and worship and there is no one like Him in the 
universe, Glory be to God! 
 

As I stood watching the unfolding storm and at 
times being surprised by its intensity, I found that 
my heart was full of joy at this display of the 
majesty and power of God. I was overwhelmed 
with awe and wonder at the God who controlled the 

storm and even had brought it forth from His 
storehouses.  
 

After a little while the storm passed over and I 
went back to bed, but as I lay there I imagined 
what it must have been like for the children of 
Israel to be looking up to Mount Sinai and seeing 
the display of the power and majesty of God in 
Exodus 19. Moses had told them to prepare 
themselves because God was going to reveal 
Himself to them. They were to consecrate 
themselves and wash their garments even though 
only Moses would be allowed to go up on Mt. Sinai 
to meet with God. God told Moses to set 
boundaries around the mountain because no one 
was to even touch it or they would die.  
 

On the third day when God showed up on top of 
Mt. Sinai, the people of Israel trembled at the 
display of God’s might and power through thunder 
and lightning. Exodus 20:18-20 
 

“
Now when all the people saw the thunder and 

the flashes of lightning and the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people 
were afraid

 
and trembled, and they stood far 

off 
 
and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and 

we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, 
lest we die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not 
fear, for God has come to test you that the fear 
of him may be before you that you may not 
sin.” 
 

You will remember that it didn’t take long for Israel 
to forget their God and they ended up making and 
worshipping a golden calf while Moses was again 
up on the mountain with God receiving the law. 
How could this have happened so quickly?                                                                                       
 

As I considered this, I was reminded of Proverbs 
9:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
insight.” Israel was afraid of being in the 
presence of God because they feared his wrath 
but most of them still did not love him and were not 
convinced of His love or plan for them. After all 
that He had done for them, they still didn’t really 
trust God. I suspect that the reason many find 
Israel’s response to God so hard to believe is 
because they  have the opposite problem. I 
suspect that many Christians are so convinced of 
the love of God that they have forgotten the 
wisdom of fearing Him. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Continued next page                                                                                
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The summer Lunch and 
Learn program at Light of 
Christ concluded on 

Friday, August 26th.  We enrolled children from 1 to 
10 years old.  More than 20 LOC adult volunteers 
assisted with Bible stories, crafts, music, and 
games.  By partnering with the school, we could 
offer lunch as well enriching Christian education 
during the  10-week program.   

Light of 
Christ  

“Lunch and 
Learn”  

 

There is good news for 
those of you who want to 
record and listen again to 
special events at Light of 
Christ. We have purchased 
a new, small recording 

device to encourage recordings of favorite events—
Bible studies, special guest speakers, etc. These 
recordings can be made available to shut-ins, 
vacationers, or people who, as hard as they try,  
can’t be everywhere at once. Or the recordings can 
be for you, so that you can listen again at home or 
on the road. 
 

The new recorder is stored in the church office in a 
bright orange and purple bag. “How to” instructions 
are in the bag. To share the recording on CDs (to 
give or to mail) and/or the church website, simply 
give the SD card or the whole recorder to Joy 
Gwaltney, and tell her what you need.  

 

The orange and purple bag! 

 
 

Heidi Lingener, the wife of Ingrid Manson’s old 
schoolmate, died recently after a long illness. Her 
husband, who lives in Germany, sends his love and 
appreciation to the members of Light of Christ 
Anglican Church in Heathsville who prayed so 
diligently for her. May God bless and keep this dear 
man and comfort him in his grief. 

In the August 2016 issue of 
The Beacon, the word 
“Arminian” was  mistakenly 
spelled “Armenian.” An 

Armenian is, of course, one from the Republic of 
Armenia. An Arminian is one who subscribes to the 
views of the Dutch Reformed theologian Jacobus 
Arminius (1560-1609), who broke with John Calvin 
and espoused free will, salvation for all, and 
resistible grace, positions later adopted by John 
Wesley.  

It is important that we come to worship the Lord out 
of love and the knowledge of His loving us first, but 
it is equally true that we should have a holy fear of 
God as well. He is not a God to be taken for 
granted or approached lightly, but is the powerful 
Creator, Sustainer, and Ruler of the universe to 
whom we owe absolute fidelity. The danger of a 
powerful storm should remind us of the danger of 
taking for granted the One who is in the midst of it.  

Blessings! 
Mike Moffitt 

Continued from previous page                                                                                

 

Mark your calendars for the  
Light of Christ Anglican Church 

 

 

Westmoreland State Park 
 

Details to follow. 

 

Many thanks to all who prayed, placed fliers in the 
community, and served as volunteers for the daily 
sessions. 
 

Leslye McDade-Morrison 

Fall Retreat  

Saturday, October 8th 
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      Grace Notes 
    A Letter from the Elmore Family 
  

                     August 17, 2016 
 

Dear Members of Light of Christ, 
 

Thank you for your kindness, friendliness, and 
spirits of Christ! From the day I walked through your 
doors, I have felt more welcome at your church 
than I have at many others. I feel nothing but 
sincere love and I just want to say thank you! My 
family and I have been extremely blessed with the 
lunch program and attending Sunday school and 
worship service. My family and I feel like we 
belong, and we have definitely found our new 
church home. I want my kids to grow up in your 
church where there is lots of love and they can 
learn to give back. Your church has everything I 
have been looking for—loving missionary work, and 
being very Christ-like. I enjoy Sunday school, the 
lunch program, you, and Sunday worship, and my 
kids are super excited when I tell them we are 
going to church. Growing up Baptist and a 
preacher’s daughter, I have worshipped at many 
churches, but never had the pleasure to be 
surrounded by people who truly love all and are 
setting the examples to be true lights of Christ. 
Thank you for your Christ-like spirits and 
surrounding us with lots of care and love. 
 
The Elmore Family—Tashia, Tiffany, and Trevor 

 

The church’s mortgage went into effect this year 
with principal amounting to $711K, down from a 
peak of over $900K earlier in the year.  In the past 
few weeks, we have further reduced the principal 
to $645K, and by January of 2017, principal should 
amount to approximately $575K.  All of this is 
made possible by the sacrificial commitments of 
our parishioners whose final payments are coming 
in at this time.    
 

As a church family, we need to strive toward the 
goal of paying off the entire mortgage within ten 
years when the fixed interest rate of 4.25% will 
convert into a variable rate. One idea is for 
individuals or groups to consider donating an 
affordable amount each year.  If you or your group 
would like to commit to an annual donation, I’d love 
to hear the good news so that we can factor that 
information into the mathematics of the mortgage. 
Anytime you want to make a contribution toward 
principal reduction, simply write “Mortgage” on your 
check and we’ll make sure that 100% of the check 
amount goes toward principal and not interest.   

Jan Beckett 

 

 

A Report from the Treasurer 

DVDs for Sale!  
 
DVD sets of the class 
taught by Carl Smith on 
Islam in 2015 are 
available for $20 per set. 
Please call the church 
office if you would like a 
set. The class is entitled 

What Every Christian Needs to Know About Islam 
and was sponsored by The Christian Worldview 
Institute. Topics include Muhammad, The Koran, 
Islamic Beliefs and Practices, The History and the 
Spread of Islam, Comparative Islamic and 
Christian Eschatology, and a Review and 
Summary. 

Karios Closing Service 

If anyone is interested in 
attending the closing 
service for the upcoming 
Kairos weekend at 
Buckingham Correctional 
Center on Sunday, 
October 30th, please let 
Walt TeStrake know or call the church office by 
mid-September to give Walt time to submit your 
name for the required background check. 
Buckingham is located approximately three hours 
from Light of Christ Anglican Church. 
 

If you want to know what to expect from this event, 
please see one of the members of the Kairos 
team—Walt TeStrake, John Powers, or Ernie 
Proctor—or ask Phyllis TeStrake, Lucy Logan, or 
Margaret Radcliffe, who have attended in the past. 
Any one of these people can tell you what a 
powerful witness the lives and testimonies of the 
Christians residing at Buckingham Correctional 
Center are. 
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Sunday Worship Service Bulletin 
By Melinda K. Floom 

 

Do you admire the bulletin that you are given each 
Sunday morning as you enter the church? Do you 
think about the wonderful messages of the Gospel 
that are contained in that bulletin, both in word and 
music? Do you think about the time and effort that 
the office staff puts into the bulletin each week and 
the trees used to make the paper on which it is 
printed? 
 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, I  
would like to encourage you to take your bulletin 
with you each week after the Sunday worship 
service and find someone to give it to—someone 
who can’t get to church on Sunday because of 
work, or someone who is shut-in due to illness or 
the care of a family member or friend. You can 
approach the person you want to share the bulletin 
with by asking a simple question: “Would you like to 
have this copy of the Sunday bulletin from my 
church since you are not able to get to Sunday 
worship services this morning?” 
 

Taking our bulletin to those who can’t get to church 
on Sunday morning has been an ongoing effort 
made by Fred and me for quite some time now. 
When we leave church, we take three bulletins with 
us and pass them out on our way home. Fred stays 
in the car and patiently waits as I take one to the gal 
behind the counter at the Subway/Bay Co. gas 
station in Heathsville, then one to Bubba who works 
at the Lottsburg trash collection site each Sunday 
morning, and finally, one to Regina, a gal who 
works on Sundays at the laundromat in Callao. 
 

We have gotten wonderful responses from those 
with whom we share the bulletin. Regina told me 
that her husband and two kids go to church without 
her each Sunday since she works. Bubba told me 
that he likes to get the bulletin and that he does 
read it. The various clerks at the Subway tell me 
they share the bulletin with others who are working 
there. Each person who receives a bulletin smiles 
and says “thank you” as I pass it to them. 
 

You could think of this as one small thing that you 
personally can do to help with Jesus’ last command 
to us, “to go and make disciples of all 
nations” (Matthew 28:18b). What a wonderful way 
to use our lovely bulletin to help fulfill the Great 
Commission and share the Good News! 
 

            

 

 

Books for Sale! 
 

Operation Christmas Child Testimony 
“Yves and a Scarf” 

On Sunday, September 11th at 6:00 p.m. at 
Grace Baptist Church in Tappahannock, there will 
be an opportunity to hear from an Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox recipient from Togo in 
West Africa. Yves, (pictured below), will share his 
testimony and help prepare our hearts for this 
2016 season of Operation Christmas Child. 
Anyone who would like to join me for this time of 
fun, fellowship, and learning, please call me at 
453-5911 or let me know at coffee hour before 
that date. 
 

Thank you. 
Julie Pritchard 

“A stranger loves me?  How can that be, when neighbors 
in Rwanda had tried to kill us?”  

Our good friend, the Right Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Kaziimba, Bishop of 
Mityana Diocese, Uganda, has 
wr i t t en  a  b oo k  en t i t l e d , 
Empowering the Laity.  Copies are 
available for $10 each. Speak to 
Bart Morrison if you would like to 
purchase one, or call the church 

office (580-4555). The book is a study of 
Ephesians 4:11-12 and the methods used by 
Jesus to "equip the saints" for ministry. It is 
practical information with a theological basis. All 
proceeds go to Bishop Stephen.  

Ephesians 4:11-12 
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to 
be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 
be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up.  

A sample book is on the counter in the narthex. 
Plan to have the book you purchase autographed 
when Bishop Stephen visits the next time. 
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 The 2016 Light of Christ Women’s Retreat 

On Saturday, August 6th, twenty-eight women met in the lovely Rappahannock Room at Rappahannock 
Westminster-Canterbury for the eighth annual summer Women’s Retreat  for our church. The theme for 
the day was “A Life Well Lived.” After a continental breakfast and a mixer led by Melinda Floom, the 
women read Psalm 139 in their table groups and discussed how it related to all aspects of the right to 
life from God’s point of view. There were five tables with five or six each and the fellowship over this 
discussion was uplifting. Then we watched several segments of a DVD put out by the Human Life 
Alliance on end-of-life issues and concluded with a time of discussion, again in the table groups. After 
lunch there were two more sessions with the DVD along with periods of discussion. The DVD is brand 
new and not yet on the market, but because of our relationship with Georgette Forney, Director of 
Anglicans for Life, we were able to receive a copy of it. Deacon Mary Swann summed up our time 
together at the close of the afternoon, showing how the Gospel of Jesus Christ can lead us to a life well 
lived in spite of the often messy circumstances that arise as we live our lives here on earth. We were 
blessed to have the beautiful voices and music of sisters Suzy Long and Beth Conley to lead us in 
worship and prayers at intervals throughout the day. Although our theme was a heavy one and raised 
emotional responses in some, the small group setting allowed each woman to work through her issues 
in a safe and loving setting with her sisters in Christ. To conclude the retreat, our rector, the Rev. Mike 
Moffitt, came to lead us in a service of Holy Communion and gave a homily which underscored our topic 
of the day, that faith in Jesus Christ is the very essence of a life well lived. Much to our joy and delight, 
Grace Rice, who resides at RW-C, was able to join us for our fellowship around the Lord’s Table. 

In the Lord’s Service, 
The Women’s Leadership Team  
(Carolyn Costello, Melinda Floom, Eleanor Semerjian, Donna Soule, and Mary Swann) 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Counters 

September Betty Dillingham and Pauline Edmonds 
 

Coffee Hour 
Sept.  4 Wayne and Saunee Hamlett 
Sept. 11 Bill and Barbara Ressler 
Sept. 18 Reception 
Sept. 25 Wendy Smith, Joy Gwaltney 
Oct.    2 Eleanor Semerjian, Priscilla Williams 
 

Altar Rail Ministers 
Sept.  4 Walt and Phyllis TeStrake 
Sept. 11 Jim Conley, Mary Swann 
Sept. 18 George Beckett, Agnes Burke 
Sept. 25 Steve Proctor, Marion Mitchell 
Oct.     2 Tom and Elaine Price 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sept.   1 Lucille Logan 
Sept.   2 Charlaine Andrulot 
Sept. 15 Pam Smith 
Sept. 16 Colston Newton 
Sept. 20 Alison Kimmitt 
Sept. 23 Dick Seed 
Sept. 24 Tad de Bordenave 
Sept. 29 Dan Hickey 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Sept.  1 Sharon Baldacci and Randy Smith   
Sept.  8 Jane and Charlie Wrightson 
Sept. 15 Irene and Allen Haley  
Sept. 25 Wendy and Carl Smith 
Sept. 29 Jan and George Beckett 
  

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with 

favor, we pray, on your servants named above, 

as they begin another year. Grant that they may 

grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 

trust in your goodness all the days of their life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Acolytes 
Sept.   4 LeAnn Nguyen 
Sept. 11 Chris Cralle 
Sept. 18 Hannah Hamlett 
Sept. 25 Timmy Kimmitt 
Oct.     2 Tommy Kimmitt 
 

Lesson Readers  

Sept.   4 Bill Bloom (L) 
  Charlaine Andrulot (P)   
Sept. 11 Ernie Proctor (L) 
  Irene Haley (P) 
Sept. 18 Ruth Franck (L) 
  Elaine Price (P) 
Sept. 25 Bart Morrison (L) 
  Priscilla Williams (P) 
Oct.    2 Jim Conley (L) 
  Dick Seed (P) 
 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Sept.   4 Bill Bloom, Elaine Price 
Sept. 11 Harrison and Priscilla Williams 
Sept. 18 Fred Woodard, Lucy Logan 
Sept. 25 Ward LeHardy, Constance McDearmon 
Oct.     2  Frank McCarthy, Suzy Norman 
 

Ushers (See note below) 
Sept.   4 David Gwaltney, Steve Proctor 
Sept. 11 Wayne and Saunee Hamlett 
Sept. 18 Doug Smoot, Constance McDearmon 
Sept. 25 Bill and Charlaine Andrulot 
Oct.    2 John Powers, Howard York 
 

Greeters 
Sept.  4 Stan Rasberry, Phyllis TeStrake 
Sept. 11 Stan Rasberry, Ernie Proctor 
Sept. 18  Howard and Lynn York  
Sept. 25 Marie Carstensen, Judy LeHardy 
Oct.     2 Ernie Proctor, Phyllis TeStrake 
Note from Doug Smoot, Usher & Greeter Coordinator: 
Ushers are responsible for handing out bulletins; 
greeters are not. Greeters are to welcome all, especially 
visitors, make sure visitors get name tags, and follow 
up at the end of service to see that we get their contact 
information.  
 

Nursery 
Sept.   4 Constance McDearmon and ________ 
Sept. 11 Doris Myers, Margaret Radcliffe 
Sept. 18 Julie Pritchard, Irene Haley 
Sept. 25 Jeanette Cralle, Laura Woodard 
 

Altar Guild  

September   Judy LeHardy, Eleanor Semerjian 
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The Beacon 
LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 609 

9500 NORTHUMBERLAND HIGHWAY  

HEATHSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22473 

 

 

 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Attention: Thrift Shop Volunteers! 

(and anyone else who would like to help—men and women) 
 

Monday, September 19th is change-over day at the Thrift 

Shop. We will replace summer clothing and merchandise with 

fall clothing and merchandise. We need all the help we can get 

to put out the new items and to help clean the shop  

while the racks are empty.  

We will start at 9:00 a.m. and with enough help,  

we should finish by 11:00 a.m.  
 

 

Bless you for your help!  

Linda Krisman, Manager 


