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Join us Tuesday, February 9th 

at 5:30 p.m. for 

Prayer, Praise, and Pancakes! 

(worship followed by a pancake supper) 

There will be a sign-up sheet 

in the Parish Hall. 

       Light of Christ Anglican Church 
  THE  BEACON 

 

P.O. Box 609 • Heathsville, Virginia 22473 

9500 Northumberland Highway 

804 580-4555 • email: lightofchristva@gmail.com 

www.lightofchristva.org 
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Mike’s 
Message 

 
Blessed are those 
whose ways are 
blameless, who 
walk according to the 

law of the Lord. 
Blessed are those who keep his statutes and seek 
him with all their heart—they do no wrong but 
follow his ways. 
You have laid down precepts that are to be fully 
obeyed. 
Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your 
decrees! 
Then I would not be put to shame when I consider 
all your commands. 
I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your 
righteous laws. 
I will obey your decrees; do not utterly forsake me.    
         Psalm 119:1-8 
How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth! 
I gain understanding from your precepts; therefore I 
hate every wrong path. 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 
I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will 
follow your righteous laws.  
          Psalm 119: 103-106 
They promise them freedom, while they 
themselves are slaves of depravity—for people are 
slaves to whatever has mastered them. If they 
have escaped the corruption of the world by 
knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are 
again entangled in it and are overcome, they are 
worse off at the end than they were at the 
beginning. It would have been better for them not 
to have known the way of righteousness, than to 
have known it and then to turn their backs on the 
sacred command that was passed on to them. 
        2 Peter 2:19-21 
 
As most of you know, and some of you have been 
praying about, there was a meeting of the Anglican 
Primates in Canterbury, England in January. The 
discussion centered on what it would take to heal 
the rift within the worldwide Anglican Communion 
and how to keep it from totally splitting apart. The 
issue being discussed was the decision of the 
American Episcopal Church (TEC) and the 

Canadian Anglican Church to bless and sanction 
same-sex marriage. For a full discussion on what 
took place at Canterbury, I recommend the 
following article on-line:  www.anglican.ink/article/final-

communique-2016-primates-gathering-canterbury 

This issue has been going on for many years and 
actually even longer than most people realize. The 
newspapers and multi-media outlets are reporting 
that the issue was over same-sex relationships, 
but that has never been the issue at all. The issue 
has always been about the authority of God’s 
Word over our lives and even over the areas of 
human sexuality. The problem began many years 
before the issue of same-sex marriage came to 
the forefront, and it started when many within the 
Episcopal Church and other denominations began 
viewing the Bible as just another book for 
consideration, especially now, they reasoned, that 
our culture is more sophisticated and culturally 
sensitive. The Bible began to be seen by some as 
oppressive, narrow-minded, and out-of-step with 
modern scholarship. One primary example is the 
former Episcopal bishop, John Spong, who began 
a movement that he called “Progressive 
Christianity.” As he clearly states in his book, Into 
the Whirlwind, in the chapter aptly titled “The First 
Frontier: All Truth is Relative,” Spong declares, 
“Every assertion that Christianity, in any form, 
possesses by divine revelation the ultimate and 
unchanging truth will have to be abandoned.” 
Spong concludes that, “If no ultimate and 
unchanging authority exists in Christianity today, 
then all theology is relativized and fluid.”  
 

Instead of censoring Bishop Spong and bringing 
the discipline of the church to bear upon his 
ministry, he was celebrated for his innovative 
scholarship and progressive way of making 
Christianity more relevant for modern culture. He 
wrote 21 books examining various ways in which 
Christianity should be re-interpreted so as not to 
be out-of-step with the modern world.  
 

What we are seeing in the Episcopal Church is 
what happens when the Word of God is dismissed 
as irrelevant and truth is seen as relative and 
culturally constructed. When there is no moral 
compass, then everything in society begins to fall 
like dominoes, and that has been and continues to 
be the case in Western Civilization today. There 
are many who insist  that  if  you  don’t  agree  with 
them, then you are guilty of hating them, which is a 
lie of the enemy. We must be those who speak the   
         

                         Continued next page 
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Mike’s Message continued 
 

truth in love in spite of being verbally accused of 
hatred.  
 

So, what should our response be to those within 
the Episcopal Church or, for that matter, anyone 
who refuses to submit to the authority of God’s 
Word? Matthew 18:15-19 gives instruction to the 
church for those who have been in the church and 
refuse to repent of sin. These are the words of 
Jesus, “If he refuses to listen to the church, treat 
him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.” 
 

So, the question for us is how are we to treat those 
who have walked away from the truths of God’s 
Word or those who hate and despise Christians in 
general? We aren’t called to hate and disassociate 
ourselves from pagans, but to share the love of 
Christ and encourage them to repent and turn to 
him for salvation. We are to “love our enemies and 
pray for those who persecute us” (Matthew 5:44). 
By doing so, we have the opportunity to show what 
it is to follow Christ and reveal that his Kingdom is 
present within us. It is vitally important that we 
reveal to our community that we are not 
celebrating the censure of the Episcopal Church 
and that the issue is not, and has never been, 
same-sex marriage. The issue is the authority of 
God’s Word and our steadfast commitment to it, 
and that Word commands that we pray for and love 
those who have gone astray and encourage them 
to repent and turn back to Jesus Christ the living 
Word. 
 

Mike Moffitt, Rector 
 

A Time of Prayer and Fasting 

I believe that God is calling us into a time of prayer and 
fasting for revival to fall upon our community and our 
nation. We are in a very dark place as a nation and  
desperately need God to move in us with power so that 
we will have the courage to speak the truth of the 
Gospel and Kingdom of God to a people that have 
largely closed their minds and hearts.  
 

When Solomon dedicated the temple in Jerusalem to 
God, the Lord spoke to him with a warning and a 
promise. The warning was that if the people of God turn 
away from him, that he would shut up the heavens and 
bring plagues to their lands, but then he spoke hope:  
2 Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.” 
There has never been a greater need to humble 
ourselves with prayer and fasting than now. Please join 
us in this! 

Mike Moffitt, Rector 

 

Thank You Notes 
 

Dear Light of Christ Family: 

 I woke up in ICU several days after surgery and 

knew our congregation was praying for me. Your 

prayers, cards, and calls to Laddie for updates were 

comforting. After radiation, I will be home and God will 

take care of the rest. 

                                With his love, 

                                Virginia Townshend 
 

Dear Light of Christ Women: 

 Thank you for honoring Lynne and me at the 

Christmas gathering of the women’s ministry. Our 

bowls are beautiful, and we will remember you always 

as we use them. 

 God has blessed me immensely by your ministry 

and your love. It  has been an honor to serve with you 

and to be your pastor. 

 Thank you for all you do. 

                                Yours in Christ, 

                    Jeffrey 
 

Again this year when we arrived at Arlington National 

Cemetery, we were greeted with the impressive sight of 

a wreath from Wreaths Across America on each and 

every marker. We went to the Quantico National 

Virginia Cemetery and placed all of the 200 swags that 

had been prepared with your help on graves in section 

28. Whether you sent bows, provided greens, or 

assembled swags, please know your efforts are 

appreciated.  We look forward to your help again next 

year.                                Fred and Laura Woodard 

 

 

On Tuesday February 2, we will begin our first day of 
prayer and fasting as a church, and our plan is to have 
the first Tuesday of every month set aside for this. Let 
me first say that if you are unable to refrain from eating 
for one day due to medical reasons, then don’t feel 
compelled to do so. Fasting is denying ourselves 
something that we need in order to show God how 
serious we are about what we are asking of him. 
Perhaps you could give up something that you really 
enjoy for one day as a way of demonstrating to God 
your sincerity of heart.  
 

The idea of fasting has a long history among God’s 
people when they found themselves in special need of 
God’s provision and grace. Below are a few examples 
recorded in Scripture of people fasting: 

Daniel 9:3, Joel 2:12, Acts 13:2, Acts 14:23 
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We have a tradition at Light of Christ Church of 
having a soup supper followed by a program on 
Thursdays during Lent, beginning at 6:00 pm. For  
our new members, here is the information you 
need. We take turns "hosting" the suppers each 
week and providing the food. Those planning  
to come for supper should sign up too, so that we 
have a head count for providing food. Guests are 
always welcome. 
 
A sign-up sheet will be posted soon in the parish 
hall for each of the five weeks during which we 
will have soup suppers. Dates are February 18, 
February 25, March 3, March 10, and March 17. 
We need at least three people each week to 
m a k e  a  v e r y  
large pot of soup. Please coordinate with the 
others who have signed up to avoid duplication. 
We try to provide one vegetarian soup. In addition  
to providing a soup, the cooks supply bread and 
butter to go with the meal. We do not have 
dessert in recognition of Lent when many of us  
give up desserts as part of our Lenten discipline. 
 
The hosts set the tables with placemats, soup 
spoons, knives, and napkins and put out the 
butter, salt and pepper. The hosts also provide 
coffee, lemonade and water. The assigned hosts 
work together to get things ready, and, for new 
folks, it is a great way to get to know others. 
Clean up is the responsibility of the cooks as well, 
but everyone usually pitches in to help. 
 
These suppers are a meaningful part of Lent at 
LOC as we enjoy the fellowship together over a 
simple meal and the teaching afterwards.  
Please consider being a host for one of the 
weeks. There are always others around to help 
and we have a great time! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Hospitality Teams 
Now Have Names 

 
 

 
Hospitality Team 1 – Phoebe 
Read more - Romans 16:1-2 “I commend to you our 

sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae.    
I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of 
his people and to give her any help she may need from 
you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, 
including me. 
 

Comment: Benefactor: one who confers a benefit; 

especially one who makes a gift or bequest. Our 
hospitality teams provide a gift each time we serve our 
church family.  

 

Hospitality Team 2 – Ruth 
Read more -  Ruth 1:16  “But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t 

urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where 
you go I will go, and where you die I will die, and there 
I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever 
so severely, if even death separates you and me.’ ”  
 

Comment: Ruth wanted to stay with Naomi, her  
mother-in-law, and serve her and help her in her old 
age. 
 
Hospitality Team 3 – Susanna 
Read more - Luke 8:3  “… Susanna, and many 

others who were contributing their own resources to 

support Jesus and his disciples.”          

Comment: Name of a woman in the Bible who served 

and ministered to Christ. 

 
Hospitality Team 4 - Teresa – name in reserve 
for future use 
Read more - “Not all of us can do great things. But we 

can do small things with great love.” - Mother Teresa 
 

Comment:  Serving on a hospitality team member is 

not a great thing, but it is a small thing that, hopefully, 

we all do with great love. This provides a much needed 

service to our church. 

Melinda Floom 
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There is excitement in the air at LOC as we begin a new 
year in a new facility with a new rector! The women’s 
leadership team unanimously decided that we should 
focus our attention this year on right-to-life issues for all 
stages of life.  We hope to explore ways that we can 
speak to the women in our lives who do not fully 
understand the implications of abortion and the current 
cultural devaluation of human life in general. We need to 
understand the issues ourselves and pray earnestly. 
Carolyn Costello agreed to join the leadership team this 
year. She and her husband Ed are some of our newer 
members, and Carolyn has a passionate interest in right- 
to-life issues. We would like to have one more woman 
join this team which acts as a planning team for women’s 
ministry events and oversees the finances of the thrift 
shop and women’s account. 
 
We encourage all women to participate in their 
neighborhood care group. This is a way that we can get to 
know one another and address the needs of the women 
(and men) living within our geographical area. Please 
make it your personal goal to get to know the women in 
your group, especially those who are new to the 
congregation.  
 
At this time, we plan to host a Lenten prayer day for 
women in March, a summer retreat (possibly June), the 
Samaritan’s Purse shoebox project in November, and a 
Christmas program. All of these events will include a time 
for us to worship together as well a time for fellowship. 
We love having friends and guests join us for any of these 
events. 
 
Our hospitality teams have been very active over the past 
few months and are doing an excellent job of hosting 
various receptions.  It seems harder to recall just which 
team number we are on and which team is coming up 
next. With this in mind, we are giving our teams biblical 
names for those of us who resonate more easily with a 
name, but we will keep the current number system for 
those who connect better with a number! Here are the 
new names:  Team #1 is Team Phoebe, Team #2 is Team 
Ruth, and Team #3 is Team Susanna. We have an 
additional name picked out for a fourth team when 

Lastly, we selected the following Scripture verse for the 
year: (Jesus) said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life.” (John 8:12) Memorize this and let it guide 
your actions this year as we carry the Gospel into the 
world and spread the healing light of Christ to those living 
in darkness. 
 

We look forward to a great year! 
 
Mary Swann 
 

Light of Christ Thrift Shop 
   

Our thrift shop in Lottsburg is such a blessing to our 
church. This is where the Light of Christ Women receive 
their funds to support their outreach projects, 
scholarship, and other miscellaneous expenses. Our thrift 
shop is also a fabulous place to volunteer as a cashier or 
helper in the “back room.” If you are not already a 
volunteer, please consider this opportunity. You meet 
wonderful customers, have fellowship with your church 
friends and the best part, you can see all the fabulous 
goodies as they come into the shop, before they are put 
out on the floor. Those of us who volunteer are some of 
the best customers! 
 
Volunteering can be as little as one day a month, or 
whatever you chose. Each weekday shift is three hours - 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 1:00  to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday. The Saturday shift is 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. If you are thinking about it, you may want to come in 
for a couple of hours to observe what goes on and to 
meet Linda Krisman, our thrift shop manager. Linda works 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, and Irene 
Haley, our assistant thrift shop manager, works on Fridays 
and Saturdays. The shop is closed on Mondays. 
 
Praise God for Dixie Goertemiller who prepares our 
monthly shop schedule. It is no easy task trying to keep 
everyone on the proper day and making sure each day is 
covered, but she does it with such grace. Thank you, Dixie. 
 
And don’t forget to donate! We can always use gently 
worn clothing (men’s, women’s and children’s), knick 
knacks in good condition, shoes, jewelry, kitchen items, 
china - well, you get the idea.  

 
Thank you for your support of our wonderful little 
boutique/mission outpost in Lottsburg! 
 
Suzy Norman 
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Church Construction Expenses 
 

Project Commencement through 

Completion 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXPENSE CATEGORY AMOUNT
Architecture 273,521

General Sitework 387,676

Landscaping 12,587

Concrete 33,555

Steel 19,785

Trusses/Framing Material 90,000

Wood Trim Exterior/Interior 100,000

Insulation 22,000

Roofing 55,000

Door Frames/Hardware 54,756

Accordian Partition/OVHD Door 6,000

Windows 42,000

Interior Glazing 15,000

Drywall/Framing/EIFS 355,000

Flooring 40,000

Paint 41,800

Cabinets 28,772

Toilet Accessories 4,000

Audio/Visual 70,000

Accoustics 5,000

Kitchen Equipment 10,000

Chairs 15,000

Steeple 60,000

Plumbing 57,760

HVAC 172,000

Paving 31,980

Electrical 222,000

General Conditions 95,000

Evans Overhead/Profit 194,495

Total 2,514,687

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good News Sunday School 

 
Upcoming Topics for the Pre-K and 
Kindergarten class 
 
 God promised to care for his world 
 God gave Abraham a promise 
 God gave Abraham a son 
 God gave Isaac a wife 
 God chose Jacob 
 

Upcoming Topics for the Elementary class 

 We worship a holy God 
 We worship the God of glory 
 We pray to God our Father 
 We honor God’s name 
 We bring our needs to God 
 

Upcoming Topics for Youth (ages middle 
school and high school)  

Calling all youth:  
Come join the lively discussion every Sunday 

at 9 a.m. in the library! 
 

 How is marriage like Christ’s relationship to the 
church? 

 How do believers demonstrate their love for God? 
 How do we honor God’s name? 
 Why are God’s omniscience and 

omnipresence important to us? 
 What is God like? (part 1) 
 What is God like? (part 2) 
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Acolytes 
Feb.    7 Chris Cralle 
Feb.  10 Hannah Hamlett 
Feb.  14 Timmy Kimmitt 
Feb.  21 Tommy Kimmitt 
Feb.  28 Marley Kimmitt 
 

Lesson Readers  

Feb.    7 Bart Morrison (L) 
  Irene Haley (P) 
Feb.  10 Ernie Proctor (L) 
  Constance McDearmon (P) 
Feb.  14 Frank McCarthy (L) 
  Jeanne Hickey (P) 
Feb.  21 Bill Tracey (L) 
  Sandi Ward (P) 
Feb.  28 Howard York (L) 
  Priscilla Williams (P) 
March 6 Ruth Franck (L) 
  Al Carstensen (P) 
 

 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Feb.    1 Lucy Logan 
Feb.    7 Bill Bloom, Irene Haley 
Feb.  14 Frank McCarthy, Suzy Norman 
Feb.  21 Fred Woodard, Lucy Logan 
Feb.  28 Harrison and Priscilla Williams 
March 6 Bill Bloom, Elaine Price 
 

Nursery 

Feb.    7 Betty Cralle, Margaret Radcliffe 
Feb.  14 Julie Pritchard, Doris Myers 
Feb.  21 Irene Haley, Margaret Radcliffe 
Feb.  28 Jeanette Cralle,  
  Joan Marie Parasine 
 

Ushers 
Feb.    1 Bobby Edmonds, Ernie Proctor 
Feb.    7 Howard York, Marie Carstensen 
Feb.  10 Tom and Elaine Price 
Feb.  14 Ed Feddeman, David Gwaltney 
Feb.  21 Jim Logan, Irene Haley 
Feb.  28 Doug Smoot and 
  Constance McDearmon 
March 6 Steve Proctor, Lyn Neira 
 

Altar Guild 
February Charlaine Andrulot, Sally Custer  
March  Lucy Logan, Wendy Smith 
 

   
 

 

IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Coffee Hour 
Feb.    1 Hospitality Team #2 
Feb.    7 Bill and Charlaine Andrulot 
Feb.  14 Jim and Lyn Conley 
Feb.  21 Julie Pritchard, 
  Joan Marie Parasine 
Feb.  28 
March 6   
 

Altar Rail Ministers 
Feb.   7 George Beckett, Mary Swann 
Feb. 14 Tom and Elaine Price 
Feb. 21 Sam and Gayle Marston 
Feb. 28 Jim and Lyn Conley 
  

 

 

 

 

 
Feb.   1 Lisa Nguyen 
Feb.   4 Wayne Hamlett 
Feb.   5 Lyn Neira 
Feb.   9 Joan Marie Parasine 
Feb. 11  Barbara Seed, Barbara Ressler 
Feb. 12  Judy Rasberry, David Gwaltney 
Feb. 14  Allen Haley 
Feb. 16  Randy Smith  
Feb. 20  Todd Lewis, Nina Martin 
Feb. 21  George Beckett 

 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we 

pray, on your servants named above, as they begin another 

year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your  goodness all the days of their 

life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Feb. 11 Ruth and Charlie Franck  

 
O God, grant that the wills of this man and this woman may 

be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your 

Spirit, that they grow in love and peace with you and one 

another all the days of their lives. Amen. 
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Suzy Norman, Editor 
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Our Parish Weekend has been scheduled for October 7, 8, and 9, 2016. 

For two years we have been so involved with building a building  

there has been no Parish Weekend. This year we will resume these  

faith-building and community-building times together. 

 

Mark Your New Calendar!  

 


