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Jeffrey’s 
Journal 

   Love One Another as  
   Jesus Has Loved You 

“This is my commandment: that you love 
one another.” (John 15:17)  We all know Jesus 
said this.  But in giving this commandment in John 
15:9-17, He said some other important things that 
enhance the message significantly. 

First, He said, “As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you.” (verse 9) Jesus is telling us 
that His love derives from the Father’s love and is 
like the Father’s love. There is no greater oneness, 
unity or intimacy than the Holy Trinity—Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. They are the perfect 
community.  And He is saying, “That is how I love 
you.” 

Second, He said, “My command is this, that 
you love one another as I have loved you.” (verse 
12) Jesus is telling us that our love for each other
should mirror the love Jesus has for us, and the
love the Father has for Him.

Third, in verse 10, Jesus connected love 
and obedience. “If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 
Father’s commands and remain in His love.” To 
love Jesus is to obey Him.  Jesus loved the Father, 
and so He obeyed the Father. He once said,  
“I love the Father, and I do exactly what my Father 
has commanded me.” (John 14:31)  Jesus has not 
suggested that we love one another. He has 
commanded it, because, to truly love God is to 
want what God wants, and to want to be what God 
made us to be. 

Fourth, Jesus explained in John 15:11 why 
He is telling us this:  so that His joy may be in us 
and that our joy may be complete.  The result of 
loving and obeying Jesus is joy.  Joy is something 
beyond happiness. Joy is the ability to lift 
ourselves into God’s blessed assurance, no matter 
what our circumstances may be.  It is peace, hope 
and comfort.  It is a sense of the goodness of God.  
It is the absence of debilitating fear. It is the 
freedom to love. It is confidence that we are worthy 
because God deems us worthy. Jesus said,  

“I came that [you] may have life, and have it to the 
full.” (John 10:10) This joy is what He meant by 
life—true life—eternal life. 

Jesus gave this message to His disciples at 
the Last Supper. When you read the New 
Testament, you can see that they got the 
message.  Many of the epistles give guidance on 
how Christians should love one another, such as: 

 Don’t quit meeting together. (Hebrews 10:25)
 Share your gratitude to God and sing joyful

songs together. (Colossians 3:16)
 Be at peace with one another. (Colossians

3:15-16)
 Agree with one another; have no divisions

among you; be united. (I Corinthians 1:10)
 Don’t grumble or argue.  (Philippians 2:14)
 Don’t quarrel. (2 Corinthians 12:20)
 Don’t be conceited. (ibid)
 Don’t engage in jealousy. (ibid)
 Don’t engage in gossip or slander. (ibid)
 Don’t be angry with each other. (ibid)
 Speak the truth in love. (Ephesians 4:15)
 Teach and admonish one another. (Colossians

3:15)
 Encourage one another and build one another

up. (I Thess. 5:11)
 Spur one another on to love and good works.

(Hebrews 10:14)
 Be humble, gentle and patient; share each

other’s burdens. (Ephesians 4:2)

We need each other’s love.  We need a 
place where we can lift our spirit into God’s 
blessed assurance—hopeful, peaceful and 
thankful, regardless of our circumstances—
undiminished by fear and free to love.  Jesus 
designed the Church to be that place. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jeffrey 

For home 
improvement 

bring your family 
to church. 
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Scripture in Our Walls 

So this is what the sovereign Lord says:  
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone,  
a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; 
the one who relies on it will never be put to 
shame [Isaiah 28:16] 

Christ is made the sure foundation of everything we 
do and build.  Already, as the concrete is poured for 
the floor of our new building, our intercessors have 
prepared scripture scrolls to be incorporated in the 
foundation.  We are going to do the same thing in 
the walls.  We want you to participate in this by 
submitting your suggestions for what scriptures to 
include.  There is a box on the green kiosk in O.A. 
Brinkley Hall where you may place your scriptures. 
Please take part in this important project.   
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Senior Warden 
Report 

 
Guess who showed up at my 
house today? (3/16/15) Yep—you 
are correct! My Osprey!  

 
Spring has really started for me! I have almost six 
months of pure delight waiting for me. God’s 
creation never ceases to amaze me. The sun is 
shining today with temperatures promised near 
70...how’s that for a spring day?  
 
We are now well into our Lenten period of 
reexamination, repentance and looking forward to 
the glorious promise of Easter. I hope it has been 
a meaningful Lent for all of you. It has been a 
brutal winter, but the Lord is faithful to deliver. He 
is renewing our poor earth with warm 
temperatures, flowers peeking their heads up 
through the cold dark soil and buds appearing, 
ready to burst forth with brilliant color. He renews 
the earth as he renews us. We are new creatures 
breaking out of our dark selves into His 
magnificent light. The promise of the Easter. 
Resurrection of our land and resurrection of 
ourselves to follow Him more closely than ever 
before. He continually gives us the opportunity to 
be renewed in Him, to look upon his face to serve 
Him in the work he has given us to do. He gives 
us a new chance to shine his light into the world 
around us.  
 
Let us never forget the awesome job He has 
asked us to do in spreading the good news of a 
resurrected Christ and Savior of all mankind. As 
we celebrate Easter thank Him for bringing us, 
once again, to this point. As the ospreys return to 
their nesting places, let us return to a life in the 
light and warmth of His plan for His people.  
 
Spread the good news!!! Christ is alive!!! 
Hallelujah! 
 
You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning;  
my God turns my darkness into light. Psalm 18:28 
The Lord lives!  Praise be to my Rock!  
 Exalted be God my Savior!  Psalm 18:46 
 
In His Service, 
Elaine Price 

Weather has been our main concern for 

months but this week, hopefully, is the 2015 

start of good construction conditions.   

 

Evans Construction and their sub-contractors 

installed the plumbing backbone that will 

connect the water-related functions.  Next will 

be the electrical backbone that will connect 

electrical power sources. Both of these 

services are highly regulated by commercial 

building codes as required by the EPA. 

Therefore, the work must be inspected before 

we can pour the floor.  

 

The foundation walls have been completed 

and are ready to hold the gravel, steel and 

concrete that will become the floor base.  

Beasley Concrete Inc. of Callao won the 

contract to provide concrete services. All 

Virginia State Pest Control of Heathsville won 

the contract to provide termite protection.  

These local companies are important to our 

project.  

 

If you want to go onto the work site, you must 

wear a hard hat and strong shoes — EPA 

Rules. (EPA fines are expensive!)  Hard hats 

are available in the Evans Office trailer.  

Bobby Perkins, the Site Superintendent, will 

lend you a hat and tell you where to park. 

 

Please continue to pray for good construction 

weather and the safety of the workers. 

 

In Christ, 

George Beckett 
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Around the 
World in Fewer 
than 80 Days”  

 
We are praying that the cold and snow have 
gone for you all, and things are starting to 
look a little like Spring. When you read this 
we will be at Day #49 of our adventure and 
will be nearing the end of our “17-day cruise 
from Australia to Cape Town.” We have had 
some wonderful experiences and believe we 
have made an impact on many of those we 
have talked to about the Sanctity of Life, not 
only in Australia, but also among the 
passengers of M/S Astor. Next on our key 
events is to spend three days with Bishop 
Kaziimba among the churches of the Diocese 
of Mityana in Uganda (April 13-16) which 
should be an incredible experience.  
 
Blessings to all at Light of Christ Anglican 
Church. 
  
Ward and Judy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The vestry decided in its recent meeting that 
due to the adjusted projected completion date 
of October 1 for our new building, it would not 
be wise for us to go to Wakefield for our 
parish weekend this year, as it was scheduled 
for that same time period. We have worked 
out a change with Airfield 4-H, so our new 
date for 2016 is October 7-9. The vestry feels 
we should have some sort of one-day event 
close to home dedicated to fun and 
fel lowship, so watch for further 
announcements. 
 
Judy & Stan Rasberry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light of Christ Women 
 

The Light of Christ Women met Saturday, March 21 
for a Lenten worship, study and prayer time. The 
morning began with wonderful snacks, coffee and 
fellowship. This was followed by Holy Eucharist led 
by Jeff. He included an interactive homily where we 
could include our own comments. It was a very rich 
service. 
 
We broke up into table groups and studied several 
Scripture passages after which we discussed 
questions regarding the Scriptures. Mary led us in 
our prayers and group sessions. After each session, 
we prayed for someone in our group until each 
woman was prayed for. It was a lovely morning. 
 
Our next LOC Women’s meeting will be this summer 
when we have our annual retreat. Date to be 
announced. In the meantime keep in touch through 
your Neighborhood Care Group. 
 
The cross-over day from Winter to Spring at the thrift 
shop went very smoothly thanks to Ingrid Manson, 
Sally Custer, April Kranda, Ellie Knight, Lucy Logan, 
Eleanor Semerjian, Suzy Norman and Linda 
Krisman. The shop looks beautiful and it’s so nice to 
see all the spring colors! Thank you to each one who 
helped out. 
 
Please remember our joint bake sale with First 
Baptist. This will take place at the Heathsville 
Farmer’s Market, Saturday, April 18

th
. Start baking 

now and avoid the rush! More about the bake sale 
on page  7. 
 
By now each Neighborhood Care Group (there are 
seven of them) have met at least once and some 
have met more often. This is a great way to keep in 
touch with our fellow sisters in Christ and to get to 
know each other in a more personal way. —Suzy 
Norman 
 
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of 

the lord rises upon you.  Isaiah 60:1 
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  The Two Shall Become One 
 Flesh: Reclaiming Marriage 
 

Evangelical and Catholic Christians issued a joint 
statement on marriage in March, 2015.   

Our Archbishop, Foley Beach, signed the statement, 
which can be read in full on the website of  

First Things.  
 

The following is the introduction to that statement: 
 

In the Gospel of St. Mark, the Lord Jesus teaches 
that “from the beginning of creation ‘God made them 
male and female.’” He then declares a great and 
beautiful truth inscribed in creation: “For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. So 
they are no longer two but one flesh” (Mark 10:6–8). 
 
 For centuries, Christians have proclaimed 
these words at weddings, for they express the gift of 
marriage long recognized by all humanity and 
acknowledged by men and women of faith: Marriage 
is the union of a man and a woman. This truth is 
being obscured, even denied, today. Because of that, 
the institution of marriage, which is essential to the 
well-being of society, is being undermined. 
 
 As Christians, it is our responsibility to bear 
witness to the truth about marriage as taught by both 
revelation and reason—by the Holy Scriptures and by 
the truths inscribed on the human heart. These age-
old truths explain why Christians celebrate 
marriage—the coming-together of a man and woman 
in a binding union of mutual support—as one of the 
glories of the human race. Marriage is the primordial 
human institution, a reality that existed long before 
the establishment of what we now know as the state. 
 
 As the most venerable and reliable basis for 
domestic happiness, marriage is the foundation of a 
just and stable society. Yet in our times this institution 
has been gravely weakened by the sexual revolution 
and the damage it has done to marriage and the 
family: widespread divorce; the dramatic increase in 
out-of-wedlock births; the casual acceptance of 
premarital sex and cohabitation; and a contraceptive 
mentality which insists that sex has an arbitrary 
relation to procreation. In this environment, families 
fragment, the poor suffer, and children are especially 
vulnerable and at risk. The decline of marriage culture 
is evident throughout the world, and where it is 
evident, the common good is imperiled. 
 
 Christians have too often been silent about 
biblical teaching on sex, marriage, and family life. Too 

many have accommodated themselves to the spirit of 
our age. As Evangelicals and Catholics who speak to 
and from our various communities of faith, we are 
committed to setting forth the Christian teaching on 
marriage. In a few matters, we do not speak with one 
voice: We hold somewhat different views about the 
morality of contraception, the legitimacy of divorce,  
 
and clerical celibacy. But on the crucial and 
fundamental truth that marriage is a stable union based 
on the complementarity of male and female, we are 
fully united. 
 
 In this statement we speak as Christians to 
Christians, using the language of the faith. Our hope is 
to clarify and reclaim the truth about marriage. If we 
are to remain faithful to the Scriptures and to the 
unanimous testimony of Christian tradition, there can 
be no compromise on marriage. We cannot allow our 
witness to be obscured by the confusions into which 
our culture and society have fallen. Drawing our 
confidence from the Lord’s own word, we take to heart 
the apostle’s injunction: “Preach the word, be urgent in 
season and out of season, convince, rebuke, and 
exhort, be unfailing in patience and in teaching” (2 Tim. 
4:2). 
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Christ Church Anglican 
Savannah, Georgia 

 
By Eleanor Semerjian 

 

 

On a recent visit to Savannah, Ga., to visit my 
daughter, I had the opportunity to join our ACNA 
brothers and sisters of Christ Church Anglican 
(CCA) for worship, on February 1, 2015 . It was 
their first worship service in their “new” church. 
They, like us, were forced to leave their church 
property in December 2011 and were invited to 
hold services a few blocks away at the 
Independent Presbyterian Church on Chippewa 
Square in Savannah. My daughter has been 
attending services at Christ Church since 2006, so 
while visiting over the years, I have had the 
opportunity to worship at both of their locations. I 
have been inspired and blessed with the sermons 
of their minister, The Reverend Marc Robertson, 
and if you are ever down that way you should 
make your way to one of their services! 
 
But now, with that introduction, I would like to  
tell you their “story” of how they acquired their 
“new” church which was only by the hand of God! 
God was doing a new thing with CCA, just as He 
is with us!  
 
CCA decided in 2013 to buy three adjoining lots, 
with an existing 1890’s old house (Merriwicke 
House), on one of the lots in the Thomas Square 
location of downtown Savannah. They planned to 
build their new church on these three lots. The 
Thomas Square location was/is in need of a 
revival: financially, educationally, structurally, and 
spiritually, and the congregation, not the “elite 
meet and greet” type wanted to be part of this 
renewal.  
 
CCA initially considered, when the time was right, 
to demolish the Merriwicke House, which was in 
disrepair. These plans came to an abrupt end 
when the Historical Society indicated they may 
sue if CCA continued with intent on demolition. As 
they certainly did not want to endure another law 
suit, plans were changed to possibly relocating the 
house to the end of the third lot. Not only did this 
plan satisfy the Historic Savannah Foundation, but 
HSF then became allies of CCA in preserving and 
restoring the building.  

A group of CCA business men/women and other 
community leaders who were also interested in 
the renewal of Thomas Square in the “Heart of the 
City” founded the Whitefield Foundation in 
October 2013 for the purpose of “Transforming the 
Heart of the City One Life at a Time” through 
mentoring of : K-12 children, low income seniors, 
work force skills, etc. The Merriwicke House was 
officially renamed the Whitefield Center, in honor 
of George Whitefield, 4

th
 rector of Christ Church 

who served in 1738. A contemporary of Benjamin 
Franklin, George Washington, William Wilberforce, 
and John Newton, Whitefield is considered the 
Father of the Great Awakening in colonial America 
prior to the American Revolution. He founded the 
first orphanage in the United States in Savannah, 
which has been in continuous operation to this 
very day. 
 
CCA then began to pursue the necessary steps 
for the construction of their new church. CCA 
pursued building plans to build on the remaining 
two lots of property, but new setbacks came when 
they received a bid of 12M for their new church! 
So now less than a year ago, CCA had nowhere 
to worship in 2015 as it was time to vacate their 
space at the Independent Presbyterian Church on 
Chippewa Square. Maybe they would have to 
worship in a high school gymnasium in the year(s) 
ahead! 
 
But God was at work over the last 22+ years in the 
hearts of Reverend Robertson and his close friend 
Pastor Freddie Hebron of the Christian Revival 
Center housed in the old Hull Memorial 
Presbyterian Church up the street from the 
Merriwicke House. (A property dispute between 
Hull Memorial and the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 
and reaching as far as the US Supreme Court in 
1970 resulted in the decision that Hull Memorial 
could not retain it’s property.) Various 
congregations occupied the property in the 70s 
and 80s, but in the late 1980s, the reverend Ron 
Chambers started a Pentecostal Church on this 
site, and was assisted by a black pastor, Freddie 
Hebron. Ron Chambers eventually turned over the 
deed and the pastorship of this church, The 
Christian Revival Center, to Pastor Hebron. As 
pastor of the Christian Revival Center, Pastor 
Freddie Hebron was well known for his ministry.  
 
Continued  next page... 
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Christ Church  
Continued from previous page 

 

Now to the end of the story: last fall, the CCA 
vestry asked Reverend Robertson to talk with 
Pastor Kim Hebron, Pastor Hebron’s widow, to 
see if she would be willing to sell the church, 
which was also now in need of major repairs, to 
Christ Church Anglican. Her reply was without 
hesitation -- when can we sign the papers! She is 
devoting much of her time to Haitian ministry as 
well as The Christian Revival Center, and is 
thankful that the Spirit of God is filling these 
church walls again. She gave her testimony 
regarding God’s great plan for her life and her 
husband's on February 1

st
, moving my daughter 

and me to tears -- you can listen to her testimony 
as well as Rev. Robertson's sermon which 
followed, and the beautiful songs of praise during 
this momentous occasion of worship on their web 
site: www.ccasav.org. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please consider volunteering to deliver food to the 
housebound through 'The Meals on Wheels 
program.  Contact Howard or Lynn York for more 
info.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bake Sale - Yum ! 
The Women’s Ministry is planning a joint bake sale 
between our church and First Baptist Church. On 
Saturday, Apr.18, 2015 from 9:00AM to 1:00PM 
we will be at the Heathsville Farmers Market and 
have a bake sale with goodies from both of our 
church families. All proceeds from the sale will be 
split equally between Light of Christ and First 
Baptist. Our portion will go to the building fund. 
 
We would like to invite both the men and the 
women of Light of Christ to pencil this date onto 
your calendars and start baking, freezing and 
packaging baked goods for this event. As there is 
a bread vendor already at the market, we have 
been asked to not bake bread for the sale. Banana 
breads, carrot breads, apple breads, etc. are fine, 
just not sandwich types of breads. 
 
The April 18 market is also going to be hosting a 
Wine Fest, Earth Day Festival and a Quilt Show. 
This combination of events should bring a lot of 
people to the market, so we will need a lot of 
baked goods. We will let you know when and 
where to bring your baked goods as the date gets 
closer.  
 
Again, this event is on Saturday, Apr. 18

th
. Thank 

you for participating in this event to help raise 
funds for the Light of Christ building fund.  

 
I WILL MISS YOU! 

 

This will be my last month as your Office Manager/Thrift Shop Assistant . 

I am moving to Fayetteville, NC, to live with my son Joshua (for whom you 

have been praying faithfully.) He is home from his deployment, and I hope to 

help him care for my grandsons. For 15 years, I have enjoyed working for and 

with you. We have laughed and cried together, and have created a LOT of 

paperwork. I like to think that we have done much good work together. You 

have been wonderful friends, and I hope we’ll keep in touch. I won’t forget 

you, and hope you have a couple of fond memories of me, too. You have been 

very kind to me, and I will continue to be grateful for your trust in me.  

       Love, 

       Leslie Jeffress 
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IN THE LORD’S SERVICE 

Ushers 

April   5 Barbara and Dick Seed 
April 12 Charlaine and Bill Andrulot 
April 19 Pam and Herb Smith 
April 26 Irene Haley, Chris Cralle 
May   3 Joy and David Gwaltney 

Acolytes 

April   5 LeAnne Nguyen 
April 12 Chris Cralle 
April 19 Hannah Hamlett 
April 26 Marley Kimmitt 
May   3 LeAnne Nguyen 

Lesson Readers 

April   5 Ruth Franck  (L) 
Betty Dillingham  (P) 

April 12 Phyllis TeStrake  (L) 
Irene Haley  (P) 

April 19 Jeanne Hickey  (L) 
Frank McCarthy  (P) 

April 26 Constance McDearmon  (L) 
Elaine Price  (P) 

May   3 Margaret Radcliffe  (L) 
Julie Pritchard  (P) 

Eucharistic Ministers 

April   5 Suzy Norman, Elaine Price 
April 12 Phyllis TeStrake, Harrison Williams 
April 19 Priscilla Williams, Fred Woodard 
April 26 Tony Blackstone, Betty Dillingham 
May   3 Irene Haley, Ward LeHardy 

Altar Guild

April Ellie Knight, Elaine Price 
May Ruth Franck, Virginia Townshend 

and Jane Peterson 

Nursery 

April   5 Betty Cralle, Margaret Radcliffe 
April 12 Julie Pritchard, Doris Myers 
April 19 Margaret Radcliffe, Irene Haley 
April 26 Jeanette Cralle, Connie de Bordenave 
May   3 Saunee Hamlett,  

Coffee Hour 

April   5 Doris and Al Myers 
April 12 Corinne Becker, Sharon Baldacci 

And Randy Smith 
April 19 Jeanne Hickey, Margaret Radcliffe 
April 26 Bertie Strange, Sally Custer 
May   3 Ruth and Charlie Franck 

April   1 
April   2 
April   3 
April   6 
April   9 
April 11 
April 12 
April 19 
April 22 

April 28 

Michael Nguyen 
Chris Cralle 
Eleanor Semerjian 
William Ressler 
Bobby Edmonds 
Shirley Smith, Bob Dalzell 
Roy Hillman 
Sally Custer 
Agnes Burke 

Edward Ulfig 

April   1 Charlaine and Bill Andrulot 

O God, grant that the wills of this man and this woman 

may be so knit together in your will, 

and their spirits in your Spirit, that they grow  

in love and peace with you and one another  

all the days of their lives. Amen. 
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It’s Kairos Cookies Time Again 
 

 
 
Preparation for the 46th Kairos weekend at Buckingham Correctional Center is under 

way!  This weekend will begin on April 23 at Buckingham Correctional Center, 60 miles west of Richmond.  John 
Powers and Walter TeStrake have joined a team of 25 men from northern and central Virginia to prepare for 
sharing the love of Jesus to 42 inmates who will attend the Kairos weekend.  Since 1990 over 1,500 Buckingham 
inmates have graduated from the 3-day course in Christianity. 
 
Each team member is asked to bring 100 dozen home-baked cookies to the weekend.  In total this will provide 
approximately 2,500 dozen cookies used throughout the weekend including cookies for the staff and at least one 
dozen for each of the 1,100 inmates at Buckingham.  KAIROS COOKIE KITS will appear in Brinkley Hall on Easter 
Sunday,  April 5th!  Once again we are asking for volunteers to take them home, bake the cookies and return them 
to Brinkley Hall no later than Sunday, October 19th. Kairos uses home-made cookies to show God’s love for the 
men in this prison environment.  While you are making the cookies, pray for the men who will eat them!  
 
As prayer support is so important during the weekend, we will again have a Prayer Vigil displayed on one of the 
tables in Brinkley Hall.  The Prayer Vigil starts at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 23 and finishes at 8:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, April 26, the time is divided into 30 minute slots so when filled with volunteering names, the weekend will 
be assured of having prayer coverage continuously through the 76 hours of the Kairos weekend.  
 

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR A TIME TO PRAY FOR OUR KAIROS WEEKEND.  


